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PART I. 

FAOB 

I. — Petition to the Lord Chancellor . . . ' 

Tho mayor and coannonalty had a day to appear Itfore thu 
Chancellor, aad have kept it according to the King's com- 
mandineDt. aod also bave put in artiolea, answers, anil re- 
joinden, and done all thiugs that tbej ongbt to do. Prajs 
that the matter may bo ended. 
II.— Shillingford to Lis Fellows at Exoter. [Draft 

Letter.] ...... 3 

Ho loft Exeter on Friday, and came lo London on Tuesday 
at BoTen o'clock, and lubonred to make anancr to tho article!!, 
which he sendH for approral. 
IIL — Sliillingford to his FellowB. [Draft Let tyr.] London, 

Oct. 30th, X447 ..... 1 

On 16th Oct. 1417, Richard Droetl and Uarry Dobyn rode 
ont of Exeter to London, to keep the appearance for the City 
in the Quiniaino S. Michael. The Uajur left Oct. 24, and 
raached Shaftesbary on Wedneedaj night. On Satnrday 28 
Oct. he came to London and saw the Lord Chancellor. Ilo 
desciibos bis reception and interview. On Sunday 29 Oct. hu 
bad another interview with the Chancellor, and also with the 
Chief Justice, and again with the Chancellor. 
IV.— Shillingford to his Fellows. London, 2 Not. 1447 « 

He bu made a present of fish to tbe Chancellor. Thu 
canse waa adjourned till Saturday. He bu spoken about it 
to the Justice, who nrgea him to make a composition, which 
Shillingford refuses to initiate. Tbe cause was agoiu ad- 
journed till Monday, when it came before the Chancellor and 
the two Justiceg, He describes tho proceedings minutely. 
On Tuesday All Hallows Eve be reeeiTed tbe answers to ttu) 
City's articles, in which he is greatly libelled, desires money 
may be sent him, that the answem may be well understood 
and replied to, ami tliat the Black lioll may be sent bim. 
HD. SOC. a 



v.— Shillingford to hia Fellows. London, Sat. 11 Nov. 
1447. [Draft Letter.] .... 
ne was at Lamlielh with the Chwicellor on Sunday the 6 
IfoT. 1447, anil spoke with him aboat the Answers to the 
City's Article* On Monrtfty in the Excheqaor Chamber the 
Chaaccllor amended the ajuwora hiniBelf. On Toealay the 
muk cams on again, and he deecribcs the procceilings. The 
other party are to shew thair eiidecceii on Sunday next, 
VI.— Shillingford to his Fellows. London ? Nov. or Dec. 
1447. [Draft Letter.] .... 
Dowrish and Speere saw the Chancellor on the Sunday 
before his arrital. Now bonds are ordered to be sealed to en- 
treat for a com position till CandetmaBs. Dowrish mid Speers 
were before the Chancellor on Monday ; the canae was post- 
poned. Shillingford arrived in Lonilon on Tnesday; be hai 
not seen the Chancellor yet bccanse he waits for the " bncV- 
hom " which was to bo presented. Upbraids one Germyn for 
bis negligence in not sending it. 

Vn — Shillingford to one of the Bishop's Connsel. 14 
De3. 1447. [Draft Letter.] 

Coneoming the entreaty to be had at home under the new 
bonds. Prays htm to fix a place, day, and time for the con- 
sideration of the matter, and expresses his desire tax a " good 
end." A ctu-ions passage Bt the end has hecn strock ont 
See the note. 

VTIL— Shillingford to Dowrish. E%eter, Wednesday, Eve 
of St. Thomas the Apostle, Dee. 20, 1417 . 

Reqneating him to help to inaliQ a good end of the matter -, 
with him are Itndford ami llengston and William Beef. 

IX.— Shillingford to the Bishop. Exeter, 24 Dec, 1447. 
[Draft Lett«r.] ..... 
The Lords hofore whom the matter is " in compremya " have 
poBtponed it nntil Candclmasa with a command that the partieR 
sbotild endearonr to i^rec at home, as appears hy a letter lately 
Bont by the CbancelloT to the Bishop. The Mayor and Co- 
monalty are ready to agree. The City did not wish to dispute 
the Bishop's right to the Fee, The Church and Cotnctciy are 
distinct from the Fee, and not the same thing as it is now 




deaircci lo be set op tbii lut term, cantrar}' to the Biehop'R 
firat fttuwer to tbo City 'a articles. Bc|^s he will endeaToar to 
Kttlo the oCEair accordiog lo the effect of direre IiuIIh of 
mpplicBtioDs put ia bjr the Major lo the Lords, of which he 
senda copic*. 

X. — Instnictions Erom SMUingforil to bis Depnt; 24 Dec. 

1447 

InBtractionttoBpeaktotheBUhapuiddeliTeiBletterfrom the 
ChaDcellor. He ia to make cxcasea for the Msjot not bringiiiK 
the letter bimMlf. It ii Ihe Chanccllor'B commnnd lba.t "wo 
iutreat at home." The Citj is willing. Tbo Mayor is hait 
at some ruuiarkB of the Biahop'H. 

XI. — Instructions to Shillingford's Deputy going to tho 
Bishop. (7) Dec. 1447 [Original and draft.] 
Ue h to make his excona for not coDuag to hb Lordship U 

Chudleifth. 

XII.— U. Webber, Priest, on behalf of tbc Bishop, to Iho 
Recorder (7) Chndleigh, 28 Dec. 1447 . 
Thanks for gcx>d vrill expressed in tbc letter sent to him 
(the Bishop) on Simda;. The same da; he bad n long and 
diffuse lotler from Ihe Major of Exeter, slating that the 
Lords' command was that the matter shall bo entreated at 
home in this vacatioo. The Bishop will order CuplcBlon and 
Uendeston to be at Exeter at the next sessions of tbo peace 
for that purpose. 
XIII.— Shillingford to his PellowB. London, 2 Feb. 1447-8. 
[Draft Letter.] ..... 
On Candelmas Eve he receired their letter bronght him l>j 
Harry Dobyn. which he has well understood. What to do he 
camiot jet be " redely arysed," bnt will do as best he can. 

XIV.— Shillingford U, his Fellows. 3 Fob. 1447-8. 
[Original and draft.] .... 

The backhora was presented on Candlemas daj. On that 
day he was with the Chancellor at mnsa and presented bis 
candle to him, aod " abode there to meat by tnj lord's com- 
niaDdment." Describes tbc scene and his conienationa with 
the Chancellor abont the cause. 
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XV. — Tho Mayor and Cotmnonaltj of E.teter to the Lord 
Clinncellor. February 1447-8. [Draft Letter.] . 
Pmying him to write to the Bisliop and deaire hira to con- 
form to tbe King's commandment, and to eta; the Bait at 

XVI. — Tlie Archbishop of Canterbury to the Bishop of 
Exeter. Lambeth, 16 Feb. li47-8 

Begging him to refrain from proceeding at common law 
bccanse the matter is by hifi Inbonr and that of the Jastiaas 
in coarse of ftcttlomoot under the bonds that were made to 
CnmlDlmos last. Tmsts that a composition may be made, and 
if any difBcalt point arise tbe jndgos will settle it. 
X VII.— The Chancellor to the Chief Justice . 

Urging liim to nse his influence with the Bishop for an ea- 
treaty to bo had at home. 
XVIIL — Instructions to Richard Druell, drawn by Shilhngford. 

Lent, 1447-8 [Draft.] .... 

Draell ia to recommend the Mayor, iic. to the Lord Chan- 
cellor. Pray him to remember how the Mayor lost departed 
from him, and specially of the communication had with bin 
the Smiday morning before the Mayor departed inhif "ynner 
chamber " at Lambeth. He abided till Tuesday, and had a 
letter to the Bishop of Exeter. Ako tell him be sent his 
letter to the Bishop by John Halle, John Coteler, and you 
Itichord Dmell. The Bishop sent Canon Kys to treat with 
tho Mayor, who refused lo treat with anyone bntthe Bishop; 
but Ihcy agreed to refer matters to connsel on either side, and 
iJiot at the Cathedral, Coptest^n, Hingston, and Wood for the 
Bishop, and Radford, Hody, Beef, and Dowriah for the City. 
No answer yet giien to the City's articles. The Bishop sent 
word to the Mayor that he woold be at Exeter to meet him. 
In the CTsning the Ktayor waited on the Buhop. The Bishop 
spoke with him. The Mayor attended at the Cathedral on 
Monday morning "at 10 atte belle," and was assigned to come 
before the Bishop in the Chapter House. ? Lent, 1417-8. 
XIX.— ShillingforJ to the Chaacellor. Soon after 13 March 

1447-8. [Draft Letter.] .... 

The parties hare been in trea^ before Sir Richard Newton, 
Cliicf Justice of the Common Fleas, nt Exeter, and also 
before tho Bishop at CreditoD. Hopes for n " godo end." 



XX.— ShiUiugford to Drnell. After Lent. 1447-8 

Infltrnctions to ipeak to the Cluuieollor upon the matter. 

XXI. — Shillin^ord to his Deputy in London. Iwstrnctions 

to speak to the Chancellor. Boon after East«r, 1446 

Desires more time to mswer the Bishop's now Brticle*. 

Seftrcfa to be made among the pablic records for evidence. 

Since " onr departjng from. London'' the canoas h&Te 

changed their conduct, and behave peacefallf. 

XXII. — A Memorandiim sent by Shillingford to Speer in 

London, to bo dclirered to the Chancellor. After 

10 April, 1448 ..... 

Upon the breach at TiTorton between Radford and Hcngaton 
the Mayor spoke to Harry Webber, and the matter was put to 
the arliLtration of Badford and Copleatone, bnt the entreaty 
ia broken oS again, he knovs not why, 
XXIJL— WilUam Spere to Shillingforf. After 19 April, 
1448 ...... 

Has arriied in Iiondnn and delivered the Mayor's letter to 
the Chancellor to Radford, irho said he would present it the 
next day, and would see the Chief Justice. The matter was 
on in the Common Pleas, and was postponed. Descril>es the 
scene at dinner, when the letter was delivered to the Chan- 
cellor, and reports fully upon the proceedings in London. 

XXV.— Shillingford to his FellowB. (7) April, 1448. 
[Draft Letter.) ..... 
Was at Windsor on S. Goorgo'a Day [33 April], and 
tarried there all day. Wednesday he came to London. The 
l>lame of the breaking oS the last great entreaty at homo 
thrown on the City, becanse Ihey wonld not agree to give np 
the power to arrest caooas and ecrrants in the chnrcbyard. 
They eamc lietore the Chancellor and two Jnaticcs at Lambeth, 
" after mete.'' Uengston not being thoro it was adjouned to 
the Exchequer Chamber till the morrow. 

XXVL— Shilliagford to his Fellows. (?)24 May, 1448. 

[Draft Letter.] ..... 

He left Exeter on Wednesday next after Corpus Christi, and 

reached London on the Saturday following. He describes his 

interriews with the Chancellor and the two Chief Jnaticei. 
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XXVII. — Petition of the Mayor dud Citizens of EKet«r to the 
Lord Chancellor and the two Chief Justices 
The evidence being ready, they pray for a, lUj for the cause 
to be lieard before the Lords, aewirding to the King's com- 
mandment. The mitCtcr " hatb honged jn debate bj tjam 
of iiij yere, of which tjnie almost two yere yn yntrete." 
This petition appears to huve been appended to n brief of tlie 
evidence produced before the Chancellor and the Jtuticeo. 
No. XSIX. is evidontly taken from it. 
XXVIJI. — A Memorandum of an Address to Sir Richard New- 
ton at the Assizes, desiring him to decide the matter, 
witli the assistance of Sir Philip Conrtenay ond Sir 
William Bonevyll. (?) Aiignst, 1448 
XXIX.— Petition of the Major and Citizens to the Earl of 
Devonshire, Sir Philip Courtenay, and Sir William 
Bonevyll, praying them to make nn end of the matter, 
which had been "yn debate by tymo of iiij yere, of 
the whiehe tyme almost ij yere yn entrety " . 
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XXX — The Mayor's Articles of Complaint against the 
Bishop, Dean, and Chapter 

ThesB ben tbe orticnlis of the right grete iDJurica and 
wrongca done liy tbe Biahop Dean and Chapitre yn sererBll 
ond comyn of the Catbedrall Chnrche of Scynt Peter of 
Excotre tbeiro uiinEStera officers servantis and tenanntja done 
to the Maier Bailliffs and Comninnalte of the same Cite by 
prolestocioa to rosorte to Ihuire name of corporacion ac- 
cordant to ihciro title of prcacrlpcion granntiB of the Eyng and 
bU proginato^ to Hyno and to be syncd. 
XXXt. — The Mayor's Articles of Complaint against the 

Bishop, Dean, and Chapter. [Draft.] . 80 

XXXU.— Draft of Article IX. of the Mayor's Articles of 

Complaint . . .93 



XXXril.— The Answere of the Bishop, Dean, and Chapter, to 
the Mayor's Articles .... 

Thos ben the AoawsreB of the Biashop of ttio CatbedraU 
Chirch of Saint Pctro in Excetre D«ui snd Chapitre of the 
B&me to the Artiulea of compIcjiiU ayoDS hem porpoud by 
tho Maier BiLilljfa anil ComminalM of the Citue of Excetre. 

XXSJV. — Tlie Mayor's Replications to the Bishop's Answers . 

Thuse buth the repplicacons of the Mkier Baillifii aarl 

Comniinalto of the Citco of Excestro to the Anaweris of the 

Bfwhop Dean and Chapltie of the Catfacilrall Cbon^he of 



XXXV. — The Bishop's Articles against the City to prove that 
ihe Bishop's Fee is dietinct and separate front the 
City ...... 

These maters folnTog proTe that the Cathedral Cborche of 
Excetre and the Cimitere thereof and also the Bysshoppis tee 
there, otherwise tailed Sejnt Slephcnys fee, both distjwte 
and ccparale fro the C^Ce of Excetre, 
XXXVI. — The Mayor's AnBwerg to the Bishop's Articles of 
Proof ...... 

Theae bene Ibe Annrwetys to the Artieolis of ProvyB y 
pnCte yn hy the [Bysehopp Deane and Chapitre of the] Cathe- 
drall Churche of Exeter ayena the Mayer Buytyfs and [Com- 
minalta of tho same Cito to prove that the] scido Cathcdrall 
Chnrcbc the CymPtoro thereof and that [ihcy callo now tho 
Bysahoppia fo othervyse and rather y] called Seynt Stephetis 
ja fco and nowe otherwyae tboy callo [the Biraboppis fee] 
aholde be ceparate and diatyncte away fro the acyd Cytee. 

XXXV.* — The Mayor's Answer to the Replication of the Answer 
of the Bishop ..... 

These lien tbe Anaweres of the Mayer BailliSa and Com. 
minalte of tbe Cite of Excetre to the Rcplicacion of tbo An- 
BwercB to the Articlia of Complcyntys of the Right Reverendo 
Fader yn Qod the Biaahop of the Cathcdrall Churche of 
Seynt Peter of Excetre, the Dean and Chapitre of the same 
Chuiche. 



* Thia and tbe following NnmlierB have been inndTertently v 
e text. They nhoold be numbered two on. 



XXXVI.— The Mayor and Citizena of Exeter to the King 

Petition prajing for tho withdrawal of a PriTj Senl by 
vbich tbo mntteiB in diapnUi beCt>pea the Bishop and the 
Dean anil Chapter of Exeter and the Major and Citizens are 
ordered to ho remored out of common law and put to tbe 
arbitration of tho Lord Chancellor and two Justices. 
XXXVII. — Bond from the Bishop and the Dean and Chapter 
to stand to tho award of the Chancellor and two 
Chief Justices ..... 

XXXVIII. — The final Agreement hetween the Bishop, Dean and 

Chapter, and the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty . 

XXXIX. — The Bond to perform the Covenants of the foregoing 

Deed ...... 

XL. — Petition of Shillingford to the Chancellor for aid 
towards the repairing of Esbridge . 

To the most rcrcrend fader in God John CardpiBll of 

Engelond and Arcbebisshop of Yeork. 

XLI.— Estract from the Mayor's Court Roll, 23—24 Hen. 

TI., m. 21, respecting Shillingford's election us 

Mayor ...... 

XLn. — Extracts from the Accounts of tho Receivers of the 
City of Eieter relating to the suit . 
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The Letters and Papers now Brat published were [bund dispersed 
ninong the Archives of the Corporation of Exeter. They now 
conBist of broken fragments of what was once a very curious 
collection. Some of the letters were found in the cupboards ol' tho 
old Council Cliamber, in the gullery of the Guildhall (now pulled 
down), but a great number had Iain for years under the very tiles 
of the Gniiidhall roof, whence I rescued them from imminent 
destruction from damp, in the course of my task of arranging ttie 
very valuable and voluminous collection of Archives of the City of 
Exeter, 

They consist of Letters and Papers relating to a suit brought 
against the Mayor aud Citizens of Exeter by Edmund Lacy, the 
Bishop, and the Dean and Chapter of Exeter. 

The imperfection of the collection Is greatly to be regretted, as 
it is dtfBcult from what remains to obtain a clear idea of tlie 
progress of the dispute to which it relates. 

The quarrel seenas to have been one of long standing, and turned 
upon a. matter of great consequence in thosedays, viz. the respective 
jurisdictions of the Mayor and Corporation, and of the Church. 
The Mayor claimed sole jurisdiction within the whole City, in- 
cluding the Bishop's Palace. The Bishop and Dean and Chapter 
claimed that the Bishop held a fee called the Bisliop's Fee, or Saint 
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XIV INTRODUCTION. 

Stephen's Fee, separate, distinct from, and out of, the jurisdiction of 
the Mayor. 

The dispute appears to have grown up through a long course of 
years, for we find, as far back as 11 Henry VL, a.d. 1432-3, on 
the Common Pleas Koll that the Bishop brings his action at 
common law for an infringement of his liberties when the Mayor 
attached two knives in the Bishop's Fee, by colour of a present- 
ment made in the Mayor's Court ; but the immediate ground of 
action was a far more serious offence, and would almost seem to have 
been intended on the part of the City to provoke the suit. On 
Ascension Day, 23 Henry VI. a.d. 1445, the Sergeant-at-Mace 
arrested one John Vouslegh, the servant of John Snetesham, Chan- 
cellor of the Church of Exeter, in the Bishop's Palace, at the suit of 
one William Wynslow, when the said Vouslegh was holding up 
from the ground a golden cope which his master was wearing, 
going in procession of divine service.* At first one was inclined 
to look upon this as an exaggeration on the Bishop's part ; but, as 
the allegation is not denied by the Mayor, we are forced to the con- 
clusion either that the Sergeant was highly indiscreet, or that the 
Mayor intended to bring the question to an issue. The Bishop's 
suit is also brought for the arrest of one John Notte, Clerk in the 
Close, on 14 April, 24 Henry VI., a.d. 1446, at the suit of John 
Huset, skinner, and of Thomas Eene, clerk, on 3 November, 25 
Henry VI., A.D. 1446, at the suit of John Batyn. The damages 
were laid at £1,000. The suit was commenced in Hilary Term, 26 
Henry VI., a.d. 1447. The City appeared and pleaded in Trinity 

* " Qnandam capam anream qua idem Magister snus enndo in processionem divini 
serricii tone ntebatnr ibidem a pnlyere terre sopportandmn.*' County Placita, Poblic 
Record Office, Deyon, No. 72. 
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Term following, and the suit was then postponed till Hilary Term, 
27 Henry VI., a.d. 1448, when it was appointed to be heard at 
Barnstaple, before Sir Richard Newton, tlic Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas, and Sir Nicholas Ayaaheton, Justice of the Comn. 
rieaa, on Monday after Saint Lucy the Virgin, 16 December, 1448, 
when a verdict was entered for the Bishop, according to the terms 
of the Agreement printed at p. 136, No. XXXVIIi. 

The mayor and citizens do not appear to have been altogether 
the aggressors, but, as the quarrel was an ancient one, difficulties 
were evidently of constant recurrence. It would seem as though 
Shillingford, ilnding that it was absolutely necessary to bring the 
affairs to a crisis, and so to try the vexed question of jurisdiction to 
the end, had determined to provoke the Church party to a suit. 
We gather from the Articles that the mayor and bailiffs had great 
difficulty in keeping order in the city on account of the division or 
supposed division of the jurisdiction. The Bishop's tenants appear 
to have been great offenders in this particular, and to have dcGcd 
the Mayor's authority. The Moyor's Articles of Complaint show 
that one Hugh Lucays, a tenant of the Bishop's, " the most or one 
of the most mysgoverned man of all the City of Exeter," made 
affray upon one Richard Wode in the High Street and was arrested 
l.iy the Serjeant-at-Mace ; but escaping from his custody he fled to the 
Cathedral, when the City's Officers following him in hot pursuit en- 
tered the Church to bring him forth. There, however, they met with 
opposition from the Canons and Ministers of the Church, who, if we 
are to believe the complaints of the Mayor, proved themselves very 
valiant defenders of the accused, and soundly beat the City's officers, 
defending their man with swords and knives. The prisoner seems 
to have made good his escape. 



XVI INTIIODUCTION. 

Tile auit was postponed from term to term, till the Bishop, Hading; 
probably that the legal proola of his claim were weak, procured a 
Privy Seal from the King orderinf; the matter to be settled by the 
arbitration of the Lord Chancellor vVrchbishop Ivempe, and the two 
Chief Justices, Sir John Fortcscue and Sir Richard Newton. This 
proceeding appears to have been equivalent to what Is now-a-daya 
called referring the matter to a special caae or taking the suit from 
Common Law to Chancery, Tins turn of affairs appears to have 
been hugely unsatisfactory to the Mayor and Citizens, who there- 
upon petitioned the King for the recall of his Privy Seal, stating 
in very plain language that hia action in the matter was illegal and 
contrarytotheprovisionsofMagna Charta. (SeeNo. XXXVI.) They 
also petitioned the Lord Chancellor for the same purpose, but to no 
effect. At last the matter was compromised by the award of Sir 
Philip Courtenay and Sir William Boneville. (Xo. XXXVIII.) 

The case having got, so to speak, into Cliancery, the Articles of 
Complaint, and Answers, Rejoinders, and Replications, Articles of 
Proof, &c., were put in. Such of these as are extant will be 
found printed in Part II. They are very interesting, and again 
it is to be regretted that they arc so imperfect. They bear no dates, 
hut appear from the evidence of the different letters to have been 
put in at various stages of the case. It is very remarkable that we 
find no mention or notice that evidence or affidavits were taken in 
support of the allegations of these Bills and Answers, the terms of 
which in many places so ilatly contradict each other. 

The substance of the Articles is as follows : The Mayor first 
traces the History of the City from ancient British times before the 
coming of Vespasian, showing that it was an old city long before 
the existence of the Cathedral ; and complains of the prevention of 
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the arrest of Hugh Lucas, as before stated. He also complains tliat 
the Bishop's tenants refuse to pay the King's dime or tenth and 
other taxes and talliages witliin the City aa parcel oF the eame; 
that the Bishop's tenants and officers prevented the arrest of a felon; 
that purpresturos and encroachments had been made in a street 
galled Fisli Street, contrary to a composition mude between the 
Bishop's predecessors and the City; that they bad also made a piir- 
preatnre in the High Street, by building stalls sixty feet long and 
three feet broad, in front of a tenement belonging to tliem, which 
is now the house of Messrs. Green and Co, the drapers; abo that 
the Dean and Chapter had shut the tloors of the cloister and 
stopped a common way to a place called " the Praiell, the whiche 
ys coinyn sepulture whenne the cymytere standeth pollute," and 
the cloister, " a place of praier and devocyon topraie for alle sawlys 
was bonya lieth yn the said cloyster and praiell." The JIayor also 
charges the Church party with setting fire to a timber-staclc to 
endeavour to burn part of the City, and then endeavouring to 
■' dysulaundre " the citizens by saying they tried to burn the Cathe- 
dral ; also that postern-doors have been made in tlie town walls, in 
the Archdeacon's gardens, which are not kept according to the com- 
position thereupon made, and that by these gates " full ungodcly 
cariage as suspecious men and wymmen have be ladde yn and oiite, 
and divers men that should have be areat conveyed away by that 
wey." Also that filth and rubble is thrown into a lane at the back 
of the Archdeacon's houses leading to the town walls, whereby 
the road is impassable, the gutters choked, and much damage done. 
Also that the Dean and Chapter have broken the lock of the broad 
gate at Freron Lane end into Strike Street, and made them " such 
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lok and keye as them luatc to liavc made Uiereto atte tli^ pleiser,** 
whereby " fuH ungodely cariage " is also carried in and out, "aa 
Buspecious men and wymmen, mennys wyvis and servantesspeciaUj; 
who to whom and where hit aholde be write yf honeste were;" and 
that the noise was so great at night from a tavern called Bevys or 
Beaufitz Tavern, that the citizens could not sleep ; that the Bishop 
by his officers hears actions in his courts which ought to be heard 
by the Muyor and BailiSs; that wine was constantly sold in the 
Canons' houses contrary to the ordinance of the City and the King's 
" Cry;" and, worse than that, " ofte tymes hath he found corrupte 
wyn not hole for mannya body dampnabill and shold have be 
dampned and caste yn the- canell," but which was carried to Topabam, 
reahipped to Bordeaux, " there to be put and melled with nywe wyn, 
as hit shall be well proved yf nede be," The Bishop, Dean, and 
Chapter answer the Mayor's Complaints denying the allegations con- 
tained in them, and saying that all the trouble comcth principally 
by the " wilfuUe laboure of John Shillyngford nowc being Maier, in 
whoos tyrae ever hast be grete trowbill to the grete hurte and losse 
of the aaide Church and Citee." With respect to the cloister, they 
my that the doors were shut because " ungodly ruled peple, most 
cuatumabely yong peple of the saide comminalte within the saide 
cloistre, have exercised unlawful games, aa the toppe-queke, penny- 
pryltko, and moat aitc tenys, by the which the walles of the saide 
cloUtre have been defowled and the glae wyndowea all to brost.'' 
A» to the disturbance at Bevys Tavern, they say that the tavern is 
in tlio Mayor's jurisdiction not tlieirs, and that it la his part, " if any 
Bucho misrule and bawdry be," if he be clear in his own person, to 
amend it, and that they know no such misruled person as " he that 
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is the cause and yever of ensamplc to all such mysgovernance," 
meaning Shillingford — a retort which he appears to have taken 
very philoaophically, as will be seen in Yob letters about it at 
page 16. 

The Mayor rejoins to the Bishop's answers generally upholding 
his previous allegations, and saying, as to his living, that " God wote 
who ys clerc of his living, quia nemo sine crimtne vivit," and prays 
his accusers to see their own defaults: "and he that fyndeth himself 
clerc, caste he the furst aton as yn the Gospel!," After the Replica- 
tions, Articles of Proof were put in by the Bishop to prove his 
title to his Fee, which were answered by the City. (See pp. 114-125.) 
The Bishop also put in Articles of Complaint which were answered 
by the City, replied to by the Bishop, and the Replications rejoined 
to by the City. Of these, unfortunately, only the Rejoinders are 
extant; they are printed at p. 126. It does not appear whether 
they were put in before or after those of the Mayor and 
Citizens. 

It was while these Articles and Answers were being agreed upon 
that Shillingford wrote the remarkable letters and petition which 
form the first part of this volume. 

They are amongst the earliest specimens of English private cor- 
respondence that exist, and may fairly be considered as amongst the 
most remarkable. The peculiarly minute manner in which Shil- 
lingford describes all his proceedings, giving the " ipsissima verba " 
of his conversations, and noting all small incidents of the inter- 
views at which he was present, are sufEcient alone to recommend 
them to the student. The life-like description of the scene at his 
meeting the Lord Chancellor " at the steire foot coming from thg 
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Sterre Chamber, goyng into his barge" (p. 6), that ofhispreBcnting 
his candle on Cnniilemaa Day (p. 37), might make fit subjecta for 
an artist. The description of Shillingford's interview and < 
vcrsation with the Chief Justice " after mete," and the learned! 
manner in which he argued the case (pp. 9-11), will be found-] 
interesting, ae well as his report of the hearing of the proceeding* I 
before the Chancellor and the Justices, where my Lord took hift'l 
chair, and " both parties with their consell kneled before," when 1 
the Chancellor jokca Shillingford about his allegation in his Articlci 
of Complaint that Vespasian besieged Exeter, and failed to take it; I 
but afterwards was able to take JeruBalem, and there sold thirty 4 
Jew's heads lor a penny. The Chancellor indeed seems to have 1 
been a man of a merry tui'n of mind, for on another occasion (p. 19) ' 
we find him talking of " matters of dysporte," and, when Shillingford 
presented him his candle on Candlemas Day, he received him " with I 
laghynge chere." Shillingford appears throughout to have been in J 
high favour with the Chancellor, and hia treatment of him on alt J 
occasions shows a marked inclination towards the City's side of Uwj 
question. 

The Articles and Answers published in Part II. will be parti" 
cularly interesting to the people of Exeter, and though, imhappily, 
imperfect, they show the nature of the quarrel, and give an odd 
illustration of the relations between the burgesses of the lime and : 
the Clergy and persons of higher social position. The reader will j 
find, both in the Letters and the Articles, numerous passages 
which will afford an illustration most rarely to be met with of the 
inner life ol' the people at the period, and give a curious picture of 
what may be called a Town and Gown row of the fifteenth century. 
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The Philological student will tind here much matter of in- 
struction, eapocialiy in auch of tlie papers as exist both in draft; and 
fair copy, the various readings of which have been given in the 
foot-notes. From these he may trace the train of thought which 
was passing in the mind of the writer, and may observe the changes 
of the phrases which sprang from tlie chunging ideas of the writer 
during the composition of his letters, as well as the modifications of 
expression frequently used, 

Shillingford appears to have been wise in his generation to have 
prosecuted his suit through the stomach as well aa through the ears 
ofhis judges: at p. 9 wo find that, hearing the Chancellor had 
asked the Justice to dinner to talk over the case, " seyng he should 
have a dish of salt fish," Shillingford sent him " two stately tench, 
and two stately pickerells," which, he tells his fellows, " came In gode 
season, for the Duke of Buckingham and the Markis of Sowthfolkc, 
and other Bysshopps divers dined with my Lord that day." We see 
also at p. 23 how enraged he was at the delay made by one Germyn 
in sending some " buckhern " or pilchards, to be presented to the 
Chancellor, and Gcrmyn's neglect has furnished us with a most 
remarkable passage to occur in such a correspondence. 

The extracts from the Receiver's Accounts, printed in the Ap* 
pendix, also show us that several tither presents were given to the 
Chancellor and other persons, and they certainly prove that law- 
suits in the fifteenth century were at least as costly as they now are. 

The Bishop's title to his fee would seem, from a perusal of the 
papers and copies of evidence produced by the Bishop, to have been 
a very uncertain one, and hence it doubtless was that the Bishop 
was induced to procure the Royal Charter referred to at p. 77, 

CAMD. aoc. <■ 
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granting him a view of frank pledge, and other liberties in the 
churchyard Thia is the Charter which the Bishop coYcnanW 
to get cancelled in the final agreement, Xo. XXX\ III., and it 
WW doubtless argued that the King had no power to make such 
a grant, as it would be in derogation of his prt^Hous grant of 
jurisdiction to the City. The Mayor showed very long user of his 
jurisdiction by extracts from the City Court Kolb and other records, 
and argued that the Bishop had no court leet or jurisdiction, nor 
never had use<i such a jurisdiction, quoting Domesday in support of 
his argument. In fact there is no doubt that the Mayor had a good 
case, and hence his anxiety to have it tried at common law, 
where he would be free from all influence, and more likely to 
get au honest verdict than if his case were determined by higher 
judges, who were more likely to be influenced by interest than a 
jury. 

Shillingford, the author of the bulk of these Papers, seems to have 
been a person of good repute and fame in Exeter at the time of 
his election, for it would appear that, after having served in various 
capacities in the City for some years, he was desirous of avoiding 
the office of Mayor but was compelled to take it by special mandate of 
the IQng. Thence we may infer that his reputation was more than 
local, or that, knowing the issue* shortly to be tried between the 
City and the Church, pressure was put upon Shillingford to accept 
the Mayoralty in order to insure a good man being appointed to 
conduct the affairs of the City at ao serious a crisis. He appears 
to havo been a member of a very ancient family settled at the 
village of Shillingford a few miles from Exeter; but he certainly 
was a trader and had a dwelling-house at Exeter as well as at 



ShillingroTd.* John Vowell, alitu Hooker, the well-known editor 
of Holinshed'a Chronicle, the Historian of Exeter, of Sir George 

Carew, 8tc., has the two following passages respectiDg Shillingford 
in his unpublished Memorials or Annals of the City of Exeter in 
the possession of the Corporation: " 14-14. The xxiij yere of Kynge 
Henry the VI'''. M*'. that John ShllUngford being elected and 
chosen to be Mayer for the yere dyd refuse to be sworne and to 
take th'office upon him, whereupon advertyscmcnt was made unto 
the King and Counsell, and then a write under the Privie*Seale 
wofl directed and sent to the sayde John requiringe and com- 
maundingc him upon the payne of one thowsand powndea to take 
the office upon him and to exequute the same: who accordiiiglya 
upon the Moneday next after the Feaste of S' Valentyne, at too of 
the clockc of the afternone, came to the Gwytdhall, and there was 

* I >[D indebted to Mr. KicboU fat a note of il MS. aold bj Kenlnke at Brittol in 
1962, written posaibi; b; gome Deax relative of our aathor. The title of it U 
u folloirs: — 

EerslfJu'B CBtalngne, Bristol, 1862, 

3611. AjVCJE.VT DEFOJf MANUSCRIPT.— K thick toIudib written bj John 
SHILLYSGFOBD, Hector of Shillingford to 1393 & Rector of Ugborongh, * 
Cuioa of Exeter. 41o. in the original Koed covert, Kith mail of the deer-ikin 
covering remaining. 

CoDtaioa, 1, Memoriale Presbyterorain pArochialam. (InsCmctiotui fur Con- 
fewing Per»>nB of the different eailings and ranks of life; the Taiions pcnati< 
OTcry sin; Forms of Absolntion and ReBtitntion ; with Ii«sulutioiia of Cases, Ilc, 
practi«ed bj the Pariah Clergy in the Ancient Church of England.) 

2. A TcUum leaf with Liat of Sainta, kc..—" v" Jd' febrnarij ob. dn'a Joh* 
Fowler." " Anc regina celor." a Hjinn with Music. 

3. Eitracta from varions anthora, also Latin Rbj-mes, 

4. Here bigynnricb yc lamcotsconn of onr ladjr sejnt niarye, A tra 
6. Many other piecaa. Khjmas, " a prest .... caosel of schrifte . , 

it for to telle," fc othere in English and Latin, 
6. Viridarinm anper ncto Psalmos, It Exposition of the Creed. 

" Anno dni mili'o ccc*. Nonogesimo. t'tio . in testo ati (oicbael 
magiater Jobea Shilljngford Doctor in inre." 



for 



in EnslUk. 
be ne oght 
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swome; and, thoughe at the first w*** an evell will, yet yn thende dyd 
performe it very well." He was Mayor also in 1446 and 1447, 
under which year we have in Hooker's MS. : *' M^. that this John 
Shillingford the Mayere was a very wyse man and lerned yn the 
Lawes of the Realme, bold and sturdie, and yn his governement 
very just and upright ; and so well he dyrected the same to the 
beneffite of the common welthe of this Citie as few before hym dyd 
it better : In his tyme was the longe and troblesome suete betwene 
Edm^d Lacy the Bishop and the Deane and Chapter agaynst the 
Mayer and Communalte of this Citie concerninge theire lyberties, w*'^ 
suete this Shillingfford dyd foUowe very carefully and diligently, and 
by the meanes thereof and also by reason of his acquentaunce w*^ the 
Lord Chancellor and the Counsell, his suetes were the better con« 
sidered. The same at lengthe was refferred to arbytrament, and then 
to be fynally and for evere ended. In this Mayer's tyme Exebrydge 
was yn greate ruyn and decaye, the stone-worke beinge muche 
foundred and the higher parte beinge all of tymber was consumed 
and wome out : And this man beinge of good credyte and acquentance 
w*^ John Eempe then Archebisshop of Yorke and Cardynall, and 
one of the executors to Henry Beawford, Card3mall and Bisshop of 
Wynchester, who for his welthe was called the Riche Cardynall, 
to this John Kemp, the Archebosshop, John Shillingfford made an 
ernest sute and supplication for some releffe and contrybutlon 
towardcs the new buyldinge of Exebridge, and was promysed the 
same ; but, before the mony was payed, John Shillingford dyed, 
and the monye never receved." {See p. 141.) 

Hooker, who had carefully studied all these papers of Shilling- 
ford's, and whose handwriting appears on the indorsement of each, 
would seem to have had good reason for his praise of the sturdy and 
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manly character of our author. That he was a man of no email 
attaiuments in matters of leaming fully appears from his letters, and 
the evident friendship shown Kim by the Chancellor ttouU not 
have been given to any ordinary Mayor. His letters teem with 
illustrations of his sturdy spirit, but it ia most fully shown in the 
passage erased, on second thoughts, from the end of hia drafl letter 
{No. VII. p. 24) to one of the Bishop's counsel, where he declares 
that he will not be put down by " noo grete dedes of malyce, dys- 
daundres, longage writyngs, ne settyng up of bulles," &c., but will 
be " 00 man and the same man that he has been." His witty up- 
braiding of one Germyn for his slothfulness in sending up some 
"bukhem," or fish, which was intended as a present for the Chan- 
cellor (p. 23), ia perhaps the most curious passage in the volume ; 
and his defence of hia private conduct, against the libellous alle- 
gations of his opponents (p. 16), gives us a quaint picture of the 
sturdy Englishman trusting in his good cause, and yet not ashamed 
to own his faults. The libel in question, which was contained in 
the Bishop's Answers, gave great offence to the Chancellor, who, on 
hearing of it, took the Answer, and " rased hit as it plesed hym w"" 
his owne handys," in the presence of tlie Bishop's counsel, who, says 
Shillingford, were "yvell pleased and payde therwith," as well they 
might be. The manner in which he gives the broadest of hints to 
his fellows at Exeter to send him money (p. 16) is very charac- 
teristic. Physically he must have been a strong and hearty man, for 
wc find that he usually rode &om Exeter to London in three or 
four days. 

I regret that I have been unable, for want of leianie, to work out 
the history of this Correspondence, and those whom it mention^ 
more fully. That task I must leave to the future student of these 
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Papers. My thanks are due to the Mayor and Corporation of 
Exeter for their kindness in lending me the original MSS. and 
especially to the Town Clerk, Mr. W. Denis Moore, for many- 
useful hints, and much kind assistance, both during this my 
pleasant task and my more laborious one of arranging the voluminous 
and magnificent archives of his City. 

Stuart A. Moore. 

Oreenhithe, Kent, July 1671. 
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LETTERS OE JOHN SHILLINGFORD. 






The Major uid Cou 

movording to l]i 



Petition to the Lord Chancellor 

Coiniiionalt; had 



I lo appear litfore ihc Cliancellor, und bavo kepi it 
liuflnt, and mIu liave put in »rtlc^l», answer*, aud 
ey ou^c Id do. Priji t!mt tlie matwr ma; 



Unto the Rypht Itcvcrcnd Fader yn God and Blcfscd Lord John 
A rchebysshop of Canterbury, Prymato and Chaunceller of 
Engcloud. 
Bysekyth yow full inykely John Shillyngford nowbeyng Mayer 
of the cy te of Exetrc yn name of Iiymself as mayer nnd alle t!ie hole 
comminalte of the seyde cyle, youre owne puple and true bedmen, 
and at alle tyinea at youre com man dement as most apecynll lorde 
after the Kynge our soverayn lord, consyderyng the gode and 
gracyoualordsliip and cndyffereniiy that they fyndeynyow that they 
have moste feyth hope and trnste theryn, and that y dar well seyo 
by my trauthe ; that hit please '' youre gode and grai-youa lordship to 
be remcmbred of the grete mater ' bytwcne the Kyght Reverend 
Faderyn God, and gode blessed man yn hymself,'' Edmund Bysshop 
of the Cttthedrall Church of Excetie, the Deane and the Cliapyire of 
the same churehe, and the mayer and the comminalte of the aeyde 
cytc, the whiche mater came before yow and the two Chlf Justisea 
by the sywtc ynstance and laboure of tlic scyde bysabop deane and 



• The dnft at Ibis petition ei 
ilted B. 

■ B. bejciiu iKra oitb " Pli?u 

* loater— " mater hongjcig ji 
J bjm^'lf— "jtlie moH be," 
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''.^ chapitre yn to the highnesse of oure soverayne lorde the Kynge 
* made; by whas ryght high and ferfuU comraandement by his* 
letters under his privy seell, we the mayer and comminalte hadde 
day to appere before yow, whiche day we kepte and apperyd and 
didde and demenyd us that day and evere sythenys yn fulfyllynge 
of the Kynges commandement, as we truste to God ye woll reporte 
us, and yet buth redy to do the same as we aughte to do. Nerthelez 
atte begynnyng of thys mater comyng to fore yow yn revelucion 
the ^ mayor and comminalte, as they darst, sywed unto you my 
lord cliaunceller by supply cacion to have be descharged and dys- 
myssed as the law wolde, and have hadde the maters to have be 
determyned atte comyn law ; bot when your gracyous lordship ^ so 
beynge enfourmcd of the Kynges wyll, whiche was to us ryght a high 
and ferfull commandement, that ^ we darst so not, but wyth ryght 
gode wyll at alle tymes obeyed us ° to abyde suche rule as the Kynge 
by his seyde letters apoynted us to ; whereupon we sythenys wyth 
grete coste have labored and at alle tymes have be redy and yet buth 
to bryng yn dyvers evydencys and munimentys concernynge oure 
ryght title and clayme of franchises and libertees of the seyd cyte as 
the Kynges seyde commandement woll,*^ by the specyall sywtc yn- 
stance and laboure of the seyde bysshop, deane and chapytre. Also 
we have made and putte yn before your gode lordshipp articles, 
answers, rejoynders, ^ and alle other thyngs that we aughte to do. 

• Lis— omit, B. ^ the to lordship — We by your gracious lordship, B. 

<^ that to us — " we for drede levyng the comyn la we and the benefice therof whiche we 
as \>e kiiiges true lege men buth an habited ther yn with right gode will obeyed and 
boundon us." B. 

<* woll, — B ends as follows. — ** as hit is comprehended and appereth yn oure articles and 
shorte entitelynges of oure evidences y put yn before your gode lordshippis, to the whiche 
we buth not yet answered all be bit that we have answered and buth redy to answere to 
alle and every their articulis of evidences whiche they have put yn. Abo we have put yn 
before your gode lordship answeres to their articulis of comployntes and rejoynders to the 
same, and yf any thyng lacke we buth redy to performe hit. And so we truste to Gtod we 
have do all thynge that we aughte to do to prove openly and clcrcly oure en tent the con- 
trary of theiro claymes." B. 

* For these "articles, answers, replications,*' see Part II. post. 
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And yf eny thyng lakke we buih redy pcrfourme hit. So as we truste 
to God we have do (ind shiilt do all thynga thai tongeth to cure 
part for to do, bysokyng yow of youre gode and gmcyoiis lordshyp 
that the other party do the same for their part, or eljys to be con- 
cluded, and thus yc shall have the maters of bothe parties in knowr 
liche. and the ryght openly to appere. And therapon that hit like 
your gode and gracyoua lordship to make and end after the Kynges 
commandement, calling to you the two chefe justisea; and yf eny 
parly be found yn defatite, so to be contreyved, ruled, and reported to 
the Kyng cure sovcrayn lorde, and that for the love of Gud and yn 
wey of charyle.' 



II. 



Shillingford to hib Fellows at Exeter. [Draft Letter.] 



H«1e(t Bxeteran Pridaf.iindn 



in TnexlB}' ■! aeien o'clcwk, and laboarHl 



Worthy Bircs y grcte yow well alle; doyng yow to undei-stonde 
that y rode fro Excetre on Fryday and cam to London on Tywys- 
day by tyme at vii alte eloke ; and ther aithenys have full hisily 
labored to make an answcre to the artJculys.'' The cause of so longe 
taryng yn niakyng of the answers hath be for right grcte bysynea y' 
Alisaundcr Hody hath hadde aboute his awne maters;' netheles by 
the avys of Alisaunder Hody and Dowrisshe and Bogcr Rawly, 
[they] beth made as may he yn so shorte tyme, trustyng to God 
that al the substance ya comprehended ther ynne, so that what tyme 



• Tliia dacamenl u indon«d in a liand of Elimbclh'a I 
iiti ticaimo quirto." 

' articnl]*. — i.i. Iha Aiiidva at Proor. Sre Prkrl tl. 

• nuLlen — after thii lher« was origioollj ■' w' owIb win 
onlc macb more larjrngo." 



a Regia IlenHci 
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\ih iii amended, corw^tcd and made by avys of counseyll to be rig^ht 
well; of the wliicho answcris so shortely made y scnde to yew ij. 
r;^i[;i''H, fjfjTi to \}t: w*nd to the Kecorder yn hast yf hit may be for 
fclioiteny* of tyiiie, &c., that otlicr copy to abide w* yow, prayng 
vow Tlioinas CV>/>k most siM'cially w^ the lu tcnaunt, callyng to yow 
William Noble, C'oteler, Druell, and other wham ye seme is to be 
don, and that this answer be sadly over seyn; and yf eny thyng be 
th'.T yn to rnydje or to ViUAl yn substance to sette the penne to 
fead ly» 'I'his don y pray yow to calle be fore yow atte halle ** the 
i!id»*!tance of the comminalte, praynge every of tham yn my name 
and cliar^^yng tham yn \fQ most streytest wyse yn the Kynges 
byhulf to come to fore yow yn liaste for the tydyngs that y have 
fcent Home tf> yow; and that ye wysely declare to fore tham these 
umv,'f*rn ; so tliat tiiey sey manly yee and nay yn suche poyntes as 
yow ihynke to be don, &c. and J>^ |>cy wyll abide by J>* answers yn 
all wyMf, and that labo^ and j*pekyng be before to that cntent. Tliis 
don y pray yow that y have a gode man sende to me yn hast. 



III. 

SiiiLLiNOFOUD TO HIS Kellows. [Draft Letter.] London, 

Oct. 30th, 1447. 

On 16tli Oct 1U7, Kifhard Druell an<l Harry Dohyii, rode oat of Exeter to London, to 
kcM'p the appearance fur the city in the Quinzainc S. Michael. The Mayor left Oct. 
24, and reached Shaftesbury on VVeilncsday night. On Saturday 28 Oct. he came 
to Ixiiidon and »aw the Lord Chancellor. Ho dcscribea his reception and interview. 
On Sunday 29 Oct. he had another interview with the Chancellor, and also with the 
Chief Justice, and again with the Chancellor. 

Memo'* that on Monedey next before the feste of Seynt Luke * 
the yere of the regne of the kyng that now is xxvj (Henry VL) 

• Originally ** to sette to the penne sadly." *» halle — " in my name," erased, 

e IG Oct. 1447. N.B. This was written by Shillingford, as later on he takes up the 
first person. 
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Richard Druell, Willmrn Speere ami Henry Dobyn w' ham rode 
oute of Exceter to London-ward for nedca of the eitc, that is to scye 
to kope the dey of apparence atte xv, of Seynt Michall as the cilo 
was bounde to, as hit appcreth by a bounde condycioiiell, havyng 
w' ham siifEciant power and the comyn secll and xl s. of John Shil- 
lingibrd, Mnycr, and xx a. of John Germyn, for their coustagcs; 
and BO departed the seyde Monedcy yerly. And fis tochyng the 
seyde xl s. w' x] a. more that the seyde .lohn Mayer payed to Trevy- 
lian, he was payed ayen by the feloahip of the collecte inony to the 
plee, &c. How the seyde Richard Druell and William Speere 
apedde when they came to London hit appcreth yn a sedule by the 
aayde Richard Druell and William Speer iherof made, remaynyng 
w' the [seyde] Rychard DnieU. Forthermore aa tochyng the goynge 
of the seyde John Shillyngfordc, maycr, he waa all redy for to ride 
the scide Monedey : varians y moved bytwone liym and the seyde 
Richard Druell, ncrthelez better accorde hadde by mene of Tho- 
mas Cook, Richard Druell w' other held hiB wey, and the seyde 
mayer abode at home yn to a tuysday next after Seynt Luke is dey ' 
for settyng of the kytiges dymo, comyng of Trevylian, and other 
grete tnatera toching the cite, and yn especiall to have the feloahip 
togeder, a sadde communicacion to be had or his departynp, the 
whiche communicacion myght not be had before Saterdey next after 
Seynt Luke is dey '' for this cause that the grete part of the feloship 
was at Calston is fayre, and thoo that war at home, as Upton, Cote- 
ler and Pope, were ayke on theire beddeaj and for aUe these causes 
the mayer abode at home so longe, and all that tyme he kepte his 
iij. hors yn stabill every dey redy to ride to hym grete coate. The 
tuysday ' he rode and w' hym William Hampton and John Fagot. 
On Wcndysdcy '' at nyght they came to Sheftesbery and there mette 
w* Richard Druell, whiche made reporte of his gode spede and grete 
laboure at London, as hit appercth yn his sayde remembrance, and 
that on the beate wyse. The Saterdey • next ther after the mayer 

•310ct. lilT. ^nOet-Uir. '24 Oct. 1417. ' 25 Oot. 1417. ' !S 0«l. 1117. 
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came to Westminster sone apon ix. atte belle, and ther mette w* 
my lorde Chaunceller atte brode dore a Htell fro the steire fete 
comyng fro the Sterre chamber, y * yn the courte and by the dore 
knellyng and salutyng hym yn the moste godcly wyse that y cowde 
and recommended yn to his gode and gracious lordship my feloship 
and all the comminalte, his awne peeple and bedmen of the Cite of 
Exceter. He seyde to the mayer ij. tymes " Well come," and the 
iij^®. tyme " Right well come Mayer,'' and helde the mayer a grete 
while faste by the honde, and so went forth to his barge and w* hym 
grete presse, lordis and other, &c. and 301 especiall the tresorer of 
the kynges housholde, w* wham he was at right grete pryvy com- 
municacion. And therfor y, mayer, drowe me apart, and mette w* 
hym at his goyng yn to his barge, and ther toke my leve of hym, 
seyyng these wordis, '* My lord, y wolle awayte apon youre gode 
lordship and youre better leyser at another tyme." He seyde to me 
ayen, ** Mayer, y pray yow hertely that ye do so, and that ye speke 
w* the Chief Justyse and what tyme that ever he will y woll be all 
redy." And thus departed, &c. The Soneday** abowte viij. atte 
clokke y came to Lambeth, and w* me Dowrissh and Speere to myte 
and speke w* my seyd lord. We mette and spake w* hym yn the 
ynner chamber, he at that tyme beyng right bysy goynge yn to his 
closet. And w* right gode longage and gode chcre yn godely wyse 
exscused hym that he myght not speke w* ous atte that tyme for 
grete bysynes, and comaunded ous to come ayen the morun. Y, 
mayer, prayed hym of 00 a worde at that tyme and no more, y seyyng 
that y was enfourmed that he was dysplesed of my late comyng, and 
yf he so were, y bysoghte hym to hire myne excuse grete. He 
seyde " Nay;'* but that y was come yn right gode tyme and well 
come, and at his departyng jm to his closet he seide, ** Mayer, wolde 
God ye hadde made a gode ende at home." And y seide, " Wolde 
God my lord that we so hadde, and God y take to recorde y have 
done my due dilygcnt part therto, and that yn tyme y truste to God 
ye shall well knowe ; for y have right meny thyng to enfourme yow 

* Note that here Shillingford Ukes the first person. >> 29 Oct. 1447. 
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oryf y hadde tyme." He seide " Well, mayer," and bade me come 
ayen that same dey afternone, and so departed, &c. Y was by the 
Styward and meny otber of tbe bouaholde full fayre y bede to abide 
atte mete, ne never hadde bolter cliero • of my lorde lie of the houa- 
hold then y badde atte tyjne. Netherlez y exscused me and wold 
not abide as for tyme. And so went over the water to Temple to 
Bluet, &c. and so vrent w' Bluet, Dowrissh, Spcere and y to the 
chief justice aud comyned of meny thyiiges w^ hyra. He is like as 
y conceve to have tlie grete rule yn tliis mater, for my lorde Chiiun- 
ueller seidc, as hit is aboveseid, that he wolde attcnde when the 
justyse woldc, the wbiehc y seide to the justyse. The juetyse 
seyde he wold be aredy at his callyny. And as y conceve by 
dyvers wordes that they have comyned of a rule yn this mater; 
what ever liit be y can not wyte aa yet. God eve* grace hit be 
gode, and so y trusle to God that hit be. That afternone y went 
ayen to Lambeth" to my lord after his commaundement ahoveseJd and 
when y come thider to hyni yn to his ynncr chamber, there was 
niyche peeple, lordes and other, my lord Ti'esorer, under Tresnrer, 
the pry vy seel, land dyvers abbottes and pryours, and meny strangers 
aleyns of other londys. And then came yn the Duke of Bokyngbara, 
am! thcr was gretc hysynes at that tyme, hardly alle men were bede 
to avoyde that chamber saaf the lordes. Nerthelez y awayted my 
tyme and put me yn prcsse and went right to my lorde Chaunceller 
and seide, " My lorde y am come at youre commaundement, but y 
Be youre grete bysynesse is suche that ye muy not attende." He 
seide " Noo.^ by his-trauthe and that y myght right well se." Y seide 
" Yec, and that y was sory and hadde pyty of his grete veaaeion." 
He seide " Mayer.y mosl« to morun ride" by tyme to the Kyng, and 
come ayen this wyke : ye most away tc upon my comyng, and then y 
woU speke w' the justise and attende for yow, &o. Y seide, " My 
lorde, y woll do after youre commaundement," and prayed hym of hys 
glide and gracyoua lordship of oo worde more, yf he were enfourmed 

• disrc— chcM MS. ' tie — flnl writlen " jsto" uid altered lo " ete." 
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by wonle or by wrytyng of cny tbyng that y have do or scyde or 
governed me yn euy wysc at home sitlien the last terme my depart- 
yng I'ro liym otlier wyse tlien to liis plesure and af^r his com- 
inaunclement. lie seyde right hertly ** Nay/* but that y hadde 
governed me at home yn the most best and godely wyse and therfor 
hi* oo\vd(» me grete thanke, and seide hertely that y sholde have 
(JoddeH blessyng and his therfor, &c. And so departed, &c. 

Nota tliat Druell and Speere is beyng afore dide gode, for they 
dide tlieire ])art yn the most best wyse. 



IV. 
SiiiLLiNciFoui) TO HIS Fklj.ows. London, 2 Nov. 1447. 

Il«> hfui iiiiidf a prcMMit of tUli to tlio Chaiioollor. The cause was adjourned till SAtordAjr. 
lit) hiiM npokcii nUmt it to tlio Ju^tioo, who ur>;i^ him to make a composition, which 
HhilliiiKford n*r(i*«cM to initiate. The ruuHO wan again adjourned till Monday, when it 
ruino hfforo tho (.hniirelKtr nnd the two Justieet*. He describes the proceedings mi. 
iiutcly. On Tucitday All IIuIIowh Kve ho rtToivcd the Answcrato theCitj'i Articles 
ill which ho in greatly lihcllod, di>Min>s money may be Rent him, that the answers may 
ho well und(>rritood and repliud to, and that the Black Roll ^ may be sent him. 

[Wortliy'* Sires, as yn the other letter &e. y grete yow wjeli 
alle. Yn the whiehe letter y wrote to yow that y hadde a dey to 

^ /ihirl linti. — 'V\i'\A waH a roll containing thu Customs of the City of Exeter. It was 
ronsidcrcd of great uuthority and value, and on it the Mayors were sworn. It was lent to 
•Sir William Cecil in tlio reign of Kdward VI., and Ih stated by Izacke (Memorials of 
Bxctor, p. \Kt) an<l by Oliver (History of Kxetcr. p. 3lii») never to have been returned. 
J« a iiajHT dult'd 1 March, 1552-3, entitled *• Romeinbranecs for the Parliament," occurs 
*Jio following memoriinduin about it : ** Item to vpvke to Mr. Cicell for the Blake rolle 
which GrifTyn loyfTt in his cuAtody." [Lcttem, &c. among the Archives of the Corpo- 
ration, No. 31.] It was delivered to Orffin Araorideth '22 Dec. 1 Edw. VI. (Act Book, 
ii. p. 8.S), but it had foun<l itn way back to Exeter in the first year ot James I., for there is 
in the Act Book of that year (vi. p. 59) an order '* that the Blacke rolle shall be broght 
** into the Council Chamber, and .Mr. Chamberleyn shall write oute of the said roll into 
** some booke in the Chamber fitt for the sam, such speciall thynges therein contained 
** as shall be necessary, and he to be allowed for his peynes therein.** Neither the copy 
nor the original can now be found. 

i> The original of this letter and part of the draft are extant ; the words in brackets are 
filled in from the draft, called B. for the purpose of collation. 



I 



MAYOR OP EXETER, A.D. 1-147-8. 9 

Bppere before die loidis for [oure mater the Fridey next ther after; 
and for as moche as] my lord Chaunccller bade the JuBtyee to djTier • 
ayenBt tliut eame day for [oure mater, fieyynglhat lie eliolde bave a 
dys] ofsaltliBEhe; y hiryng tbis, y diddeas me thoght aughte tobe 
done, and by avys [of tlie Justise and uf oure coimscJIt, and aende] 
ihider tbat day ij. stately pikerellJa and y. stately lenchis, for ibe 
whithe ray [lord Chaunceller cowde rigbt grele tbnnk]ya and made 
right moche tlicrofliardcly; for hit came yn gode aeson,'' for my 
lordis [the Duke of Bokyngham, the Markis] of Suutlitblke and oiher, 
Bysshoppis divers dyned with my lord Chaunceller thji[t dey. But] 
oa touchyng the laboure and apede of oure mater that daVi hit wafl 
by my seidc lorde ajorned over yn to the [inoruii] Suterdey for these 
Gunsis that a grcte disputacion was be fore my lordc yn his chapell 
st Lambeth for prc[chyngofJ ByBshoppis. And the eeide lordis that 
same Friday were there at diner."" And the Justise c«me not tboro 
that day; but the same Friday after mete y was with the Justise by * 
longe tyme and yn gode leisure to comyne of oure mater. Y fynde 
hym a gode man and well willed j-n oure right, and like to have the 
gretc rule of the muter, as yn the other letter. And he bade me 
move of some gode meene to ende the mater. Y seido aycn, savyng 
his oommaundement, y cowde no skyll thcryn ne to speke ne move 
of raenys," ne hit was not my part so to do; for hit wolde seme if y 
so didde, that y hadde doute of oure right, where y have right none, 
but we woll dweltc and abide thercapoun and go no ferther; but 
if eny man wolde move of eny meene, hit was my purt to hire and 
so to rcporie, Ac But furthermore y eeide ih»t fro ij. thyngis w' 
oure gode will we wolde never depart* ; that the chui'che and cimi- 
tere, ns ' that they calle synt Stevyn is fe, is parcel of the cite and 
ever hath be and shall be; and that we have a vyw and alle that 
to bclongeth, and they right none, ne never hadde ne shall < have but 
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ever w' ynne the jurisdiccion and under the correccion and punyssh- 
ment of the cite, &c. He seide that they claymed a viw and that 
they hadde used moche thyng, &c. and he seide hit was aunsion de- 
mene. And y seide nay, and proved hit by Domesday, and so were 
on grete argamentes by longe tyme, to longe to write : all hit was to 
tempte me w^ laghjmge chere. Y seide they hadde no more but 
sympell Court Baron, if they so hadde. He seide that every man 
myght have of his awne tenantis and aske no man no leve, &c. Y 
seide how sholde they have more ; they have no * olde grauntis of 
kynges, ne clayme none allowance yn Eyere, ne instrument to do 
punysshement of that that longethe to a lete. He seide hit was a fe 
called of olde tyme. Y seide yee, as suche fees as beth ther on 
towne, and reherced hym of vij. and that alle were parcell of the 
cite : and among other y rehersed hym of Seynt Nicholas fe. He 
seide lete the Bisshoppis fe be as Seynt Nicholas fe is. Y seide, if 
hit pleased hym, nay, hit myght not be so ; for Seynt Nicholas fe, y 
called Haroldis fe, is ^ graunt of olde kyngis and conBrmaciouns, &c. 
He seide the Bisshop hadde the same Y seide nay that I never 
knyw ne sigh,'^ and if that they so hadde, lete hit be shewed and 
but hit be answered hit sholde ende the mater. Then he moved of 
divers menys and absty nance of arestis. Y seide when the last grete 
debate was of the suburbis w* oute Este yeate, of whiche debate he 
was cause of an ende by a recompence, atte ende of whiche mater 
hit was desired for to have^ an abstynance, but none y graunted but 
under this fourme, that the Maier that tyme bcyng, and every man 
that hadde be Maier and like to be Maier, promysed on his feith to 
forbere of arestis on the Churche for certyn ouris, alle that they 
myght godely, and sithenes hadde they no cause resonable to com- 
plaine ; and y seide this was a grete thynge as me thoght. He seide 
nay for that that sholde be attis tyme sholde be do by writynge for 
a perpetual pees. Then he asked of me of this mene; if we wolde 
absteyne us and forbere of arrestis of alle men of habite ® servantis 
familiars knawed without any fraude generally. Y seide, if hit 

■ no— nother, B. ^ is — and. B. < sigh — segh. B. ^ haye— have hadde, B. 
e habite — abyte, B. 
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pleased hym, nay; for hit was better the last terme before this, that 
we shoWe forbere of arrestis but yn tyrae of doyng of divine servya 
of men of Iiabite, setvantis familiars and tbcire Baillyffa knawed, &C. 
and of alle other as on Sent Paull is Chirche at London. He seide hit 
was Both, and asked ayen if we wold ■ forbere and absteyne and be re- 
compensed therfor, and we to have the viw and alle ihnt longeth therlo 
generally, as well on the fe as, &c. and so to make arrestis w' ynne tha 
fe, as y conceved hym, and to forbere alle other arrestis w' ynne his 
tenementis of the seide fe and to be recompensed &c. and the Bisshop 
to have his courtia of his awnc tenantis and to holde piccs of gretter 
Bomme thenne ^ Court Baron xl s. and spake of xl. marks. Apon 
this mene he stiked faBte.and thoghte* hit was rcsonable and ever 
asked of me divers tymes what y wolde seye therto, all asy conceve' 
to temptc me, and to concents to a mene, &c. and then y seide " My 
" lorde, if hit please you, ye shall have meexscused lo answere,"&o. 
for ihoph me thoght that hit were a mene rcsonable y dar not sey 
yee, thogh y have power, for the mater toucheth a grete comminalte 
as well as me, and so that y dnr not aeye yn to tyme that y have 
■poke w' my felowship at home : and y seide, " My lorde, for as moche 
" as y concede right well that this mater, if hit ende attis tyme, hit is 
" like to ende by a mene, hit is my part to hire and to repnrte,&c. but 
" be the mene never so rcsonable to conclude with yow, thoghy have 
" power ynogh, y beseche yow of yourc gode lordship to have me 
" exscused therof yn to tyme y have be at home with my felowship, 
" or of iham here with me vj. or vij. for other wyse woll y never con- 
" elude with my gode will," &c. He seide ayen, " Ye diddc theron as 
" right a wise man," and so departyd, &c. The morun Saterday" y 
came to Westminster to kcpe my day as hit is aboveaeid. Y spake 
with my lorde Chaunceller. He adjorned hit over yn lo Soneday, 
and'aftcrward fro Soncday^yn to Moneday; for the Justises dyned 
with the Maier of London that Sonday. 'I'hc Moneday '' y maier, 
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Bluet, Hody, Dourissh, Germyn and Specie with me come to Lam- 
beih to my lord, and tlier was at that day atte dyner with my lord 
the ij. chif justises, » and so we appercd before them ; and for oare 
party advere Kys, Hengtiton, More, Wode and Wolston. My lord 
hym self furst moved the mater to the Chif Justises, so that the Chif 
Justise seide the mater siondeth thus: that as to the compleyntis of 
the Bissliop Deane and Chapitre, hit is answered, repplyed and re- 
joyned, and as nioche do therynne aa may be do; and as tochynge 
the compleyntes of the maier and comminalte, the whiche tliem 
semeth grevoua, betli not yet answered, and them semeth, &c. My 
lord Chauncellor tberwith sodenly went right to the justises bothen, 
and called to hym Nicholas Aysshcton at that tyme bcynge there, 
and leide theire iiij, heddia negh'' to gedder and comyned to geder 
right privyly a grcte while, and alio as y conceve ' and as hit proved 
afterwardis that the answeris to oure articulia* not to be apoke of. 
After that my lorde toke his cheire and the justisea sate with hym, 
and bothe parlies with tbeire consell knelcd beibre. My lord asked 
how we last departed and tbernpoun stomped ' a grete while. My 
lord asked the bokis. He aeide that his were on Kent is warde. He 
asked of oure party advers theire bokis: they wolde be knawe of 
none yn no wyae. And y mayer, seide yea, wilh ^ moche more 
thcrto, &c. and how my lordis commaundement was at London, and 
aggrcmentia at home yn tlie chaptry hous, that oure articulis 
aholdo be answered or we preceded any ferder, y praynge my lorde 
that so, &c. My lord was loth therto and the justisea bothc. My 
lorde seide furste laorily * of Vaspasianus,'' And y seide that that ' 
was no mater of oure compleyntia, but y putte yn to prive '' what the 
cite WHS ol'oldetymejand then my lord seide aomo what strangely 
and sharpely that oure articulis many were maters of noyse and 
desclaunder, and forto ' answcre them Kit wolde be cause of more 
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grucchynge and yvell wy!!. And y scide, " Yf eny Buche be, lete tliam 
be leide apart, and tho that betb substancialle grete and grevouB to 
us, and somme cause and begynnyng of alle this debate, Icte thorn 
be 3o answered :" andy rehercediij, yn espeaall, oone of the Dyme," 
another of the fuloun that loke the byeshoppis lb, and afterwarde of 
the churcbe, and the * coroners ylette, &c. and of the toure on the 
bisshoppis gardyn, &c. The chif juatisc seyde as tochynge the arti- 
culis of boihe parties, that there were maters amendia to be made to 
ayther party, and that were longc to do, and that hit mygbt be don 
aa well after as before,' and that he hadde sey somme o( oure arti- 
culis ij. in capcciall, oone of the Dome, another of the fcloun above- 
Mide ; and seide that us seraed that they were grevous to us. Whcre- 
apoun my lord spake of the bokis to ua aycn; and y seide that my 
bokia were alle redy. And my lord bade to leyc ham forth; and bo 
we diJde the articulis. They were but litelt y radde ne take kepe 
to. Tlienne as touchyng the deme,^ Hengston seide that he woldo 
right well that the dcme were payed with us, as hit aughte to be, 
andhath be of olde tyme; but we didde not so, hut sette hit and 
called none of the bysshoppia tenantis to us. Ysaide nay, and 
madealonge rehersall therof fro kyog Edwordistymeynlo this dey, 
how and under what fourme hit was don of olde tyme, how sithenes, 
and how now, and how late they sette with ynne tham' self, and 
kept the mony and yet kepeth, and that sholde be well y proved. 
My lorde seide ' that aa touchynge the scttjnge we were alio most 
accordyd thcryn. Then seide Hengston lightly as touchynge set- 
tynge and kepyng of the mony of the dome, hit shall be sone an- 
swered; he menyng of Upton is tjme y wote right well, as y seide 
to yow at home. Y seyde to Hengston aa lightly nyen, " As sone 
hit Bholde be repplied and truly with the grace of god." Then my 
lord asked furatc of that other party if they hadde full auctoritc and 
power and woldc conseute to menys : and they seide aaone with 
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gode ■ wilJe, yee for theire part. My lorde asked of me,'' Maier, if 
we wolde the same. Y eeide as touchyng the power we hadde saS- 
cUnt and y nogh; aa touchyng lo roenys, y bisogfate hym of his 
lordahip ibat y myght go apart to comj-ne with my felon-ship and 
oure conscill there at that tyme; and so y didde, and yeaf tin an- 
BWcrc. Hody hadde the wordU of power as above; and as touchyng 
the menys with this condicion that oure articulis were answered, 
that we wolde apgre lo suche menys as they lordis wolde rule oa to. 
Tlien hit was no more at that tyme but the' articulis moet be an- 
swered; and as loth aa they were to anewere, and hadde no bobia 
as hit is abovesayde. Then they aggreed ham to bryng yn the an- 
awcre the morun. Y seide they* hadde seide dyvers tymes that 
they hadde olde charters, evidences, and munymentis to cnde the 
mater; and y seide if they bo hadde to bryng ham yn, and but they 
were answered to ende, &c. Hcngston seide moche ' and strongely 
because y seide they hadde suche charters. Y seide yee, and avowed 
hit well they seide so. He seide that they hadde olde recordis, &c. 
and y saide as above.' Hengston honged sore to have a lete and a 
grete courte, and y traversed hym ever, and scidc to hym moche 
thyngc, and yn especla!! that they never hadde instrument, and 
reherced what that belongctlis to a Icte. Hengston seide hut litell 
therto, but made wyse ns thogh hit were yes ; but Wode seide that 
they hadde olde wrytlnge to have hit, and spake no more at all tliat 
tyme. Hengston seide openly that Kadeford and he hadde comma- 
nicacion at home of this mater, and were well negh accorded; and 
my lord aeidc, "Wolde god hit hudde be so," and yet " Wolde hit 
were so, for oure discharge." Y, Mayer, seide y knywe well and was 
spoke to of suche a communicacion; hut what the privyte and the 
mcnyng was y myghte not knowe, and yf y hadde hit sholde have 
be never the werce but the better ; and so we departed, stondyng a 
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fer fro my lorde, and he asked wyne and seiide me hifl awne cuppe 
and to no moo. Y wende rif-lit to my lord nyen before them alle, 
and spake with my lorde pr'ively a grete whiles of divers maters, and 
among other of thys biynde entrely that tlengston spake of, y sey- 
ynge to my lorde verily that this biynde entrety growilh of my 
lorde of Excelre as y supposed." Wherfor and for as moche as 
Hengston seide yn his presence that Radcforde and he were nogh 
accorded : y " hysoghte ray lorde, as me thoght hia part was, and to 
ende the mater the rather to knowc of the communicacion, &c. My 
lorde seide y moved hym right well and sholdehuvegoddisblessyng 
and his. and seide he wolde do so, &c. and so we toke oure leve and 
departed fro my lord and my lorclis alle. My lord ut this tyme 
didde me moclie worsship, and openly yn the communicacion above- 
seyde commended rae for my gode rule at home, and yn especiall for 
the grete liivo'' that y hiive do to men of the cliurche, hongyng this 
debate; and furthermore he of his awne mocion yn the communi- 
cacion abovesei<) spake openly of the letter that he send home to the 
bysshop by me, seiyng these wordes, " Maier, apon the communica- 
cion that y hadde with yow here y send home a. letter by yow to 
my brother of Excetre, the whiche y hoped sholdc have do moche 
gode and cause of spede the rather ende " of the mater." Y seide, 
" My lorde,^ that is true, and y have do my due diligent part therto, 
after youre commaunderaent by ray traulhe." Y seyde more to Kys 
these wordts, " Kis, ye seide to me at home that y didde and seide 
moche thynge more there then tny lorddis com maun dement was, 
sey ye here be fore my lorde what hit was; and y truste to God and 
my lorde is gode lordship that my lord will avowe me on alio thyng 
that y didde and seide." My lorde sate stillc a while, and Kys 
knelyng spake never a word, and thus passed over. Hengston 
among ihc maters alwvesayd seyde moche more than is above writyn 
as touchyng the towre that stont on the byssboppis gardyn, seiyng 
that that Lowre stode upon the bisshoppis grounde, and the bisshop 
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■um tyioe hadde liia prison yn that towre, and thut we repaired Iiit 
never, as is write on oure articulia: atte last hit was eei<le by their 
party that parcoll of the towre sto<le upon the bisiihoppis grounde as 
hit uppprplh opt-niy there ; they menyng by a wall and kemellis 
Btondynge wiihoute the rowre and thikiiys of the towne walle, to- 
ward the bisshoppis giirdyn and annexed to the towre and towue 
wallis, (Sc. 

The morun luyaday al Halwyn yeven ' y recey ved the answerls to 
cure ariiculis at Westminster of the whiche y sonde yow a true copy, 
yn the whiche ariiculis as hit appereth they have spatte out the 
uttmyst and worste venyin that they cowde soye or thynke by me; 
y bicsaed be God hit is nother felony, ne treson, ne gi-ete trespae, 
and thogh hit hadde be, so they wolde have don, and werce yf they 
cowde: hut as for trawthe of the inaler that tbchcth me, meny 
worthy man stondeth on the same eas and have do moche werce 
than ever y didde, thogb that be to me none exscuae. As touchyng 
the grete vonym that they menyth of my lyvyng, y may and pur- 
pose be ut my purge, as y may right well apon my sawie of alle 
wymmcnalyve excepteoone, and of hire righ tea grete while; therfor 
y take right noght by and sey sadly at recle vivas, 4'C. and am right 
mery and fare right well, ever thankyng God and inyn awne purse. 
And y liyng on my beddc attc writyng of this right yerly, myryiy 
syngyng a myi'y song, and tliat ys this, Come no more at oure houB, 
come, come, come. Y woU not dye nor for sorowe ne for anger, 
but be myry and fare right well, while y have mony; but that ys 
and like to be scarce with me, considerynge the bisynesse and coste 
thaty have hadde: and like to have: and yet y hadde with me xx li. 
and more by my trauthe ; wherof of trauthcnot right moche y spends 
yet, but like &c. Constre ye what ye will. Item, Thomas Mon- 
tagew sholde aende me xj H. and odde mony as he wote well and 
can telle yowe: and y supposed that John Germyn sholde'' have 
brnght to me all most xli. all this of myne awne gode; wherof 

• 81 OM. 1447. • ihold*— ungmill)' wolde Blured 10 iholde. 



HATOR of EXETER, A.D. 1447-8. 



Cometh to me d 

WiUia 



' peny, 



Wherfor y sende home to 
, for this 1 



yow attis tyme 



I Hampton, berer of this writyng, 
cially that ye, how that ever ye do, aende me xx li. yn liaat, u 
ye wolle the spede of youre mater and welfare of the cite, y not 
shamed but pleased attia tyme; and that ye faill yn no wyse, mer- 
vaillyng moche, for as moche as y departed fro yow with outc eny 
mony of youria, that ye ne haddc sende to me sitlienesse some mony 
by Germyn, Kyrton, or some other man, &c. 

Forthcrmore as tochyng the seide answeris, y pray yow that they 
be well redely avysely and distinctely over radde and the substance 
of them right well understonde, and most spcciall the furate arti- 
cule, the whiche ys most and right hardc to answere, and that oure 
Recorder have knoweliche of all thyng that y have write home yf 
he be here as y suppose attis tyme, and but yf he be, to sende home 
to hym in hast; so that y have youre conceyt ivitte and entente to 
repplyo to the seide anaweris, and to the furste most apecyally, 
whiche is derke to my conceyte as yet; but y truate to God hit shall 
be right well with youre gode enformacion and helpe therto : to 
whiche entent y sende yow a roUe yn the whiche la conteyned 
copies of Domus Dey, copy of Eyris, of charters and other thyngea 
that ia necesaary to he seyo yn makyng of thes reppli cations. T can 
no more attia tyme, but y pray you to be not wery to over rede hire 
and ae all the writyng that y have sende home to yow attis tyme [ 
and yf ye be, no mcrvaill thogh y be wery, &c. and God be w' yow. 
y-writen at London yn alle Sawlyn day' afore day yn hast. Item, y 
pray you to sende me the blak rolle whiche shall be delyvered to 
yow by Thomas Montegow, by William Hampton berer of this wri- 
tyng, the which ia a man true ynogh aa y truate and suppoae and 
hath borwya for his office, lete them be pryvy to, yf yow,'' that hit ia 
to be do. 

Indoreed. A letter of certificatt from John Shillingford, Maior, 
of his doinges at London. 
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18 LKrrERS OF JOHN 8HILLINGFOIU>, 

V. 

SiiiLLiNGFOUD TO iiis Fellows. London, Sat. 11 Nov. 1447. 

[Draft Letter.] 

He wai at Lambeth with the Chancellor on Sunday the 5 Nor. 1447, and spoke with hin 
about the Answens to the City's Articles. On Monday in the Exchequer Chamber 
the Chancellor amended the auswers himself. On Tuesday the cauae came cm again, 
and ho describes the proceedings. The other party are to shew their evideneea eo 
•Sunday next. 

I grete you well alle, doyng yow to understonde that y am at 
London as y have write to yow afore this tyme, &c. and as touch jng 
the luboure and spede of oure coinyn mater sithen y wrote last to 
yow, y was at Lambeth with my lorde on Sonday next afier alle 
IIalwyn»day and spake with hym at gode leisure and yn gode 
tyme and well disposed. Among other thynges y asked .... 
at dey and how we sholde be demened to brynge yn oure repplica- 
cions, he seyde " Come the morun Monedey** .... the love of 
god," Y seyde the tyme was to shorte, and prayed hym of Wendys- 
dey; y enfourmcd hym [of t]he grcte malice venym that they have 
spatte to me yn tlieire answeris as hitappereth yn a copy thaty sende 
to yow of My lorde seide, *' Alaggc alagge, why wolde they do so ? 
y woll seye right sharpely to ham thcrfor and y nogh," and com- 
maunded me to bryng the answeris to hym the morun at West- 
minster, and that he wolde amende hit w* his awne hondis, &c. and 
so y departed, and mettc w^ hym that morun yn the escheco' cham- 
ber, and as sone as ever he saw me a ferre, he called me to hym and 
asked the seide answere, and he rased hit as hit plesed hym w* his 
owne handys, oure party advers w' theire counsell beyng present 
and yvcll plesed and payde therwith, and my lorde was to tham 
right sadde ne wolde hire ham speke no worde, but spake to the 
chif Justyse Fortescu and prayed hym to be w' hym that morun 
Attc mete to comyne of oure mater, and ycaf no dey to that other 
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party ne to ino to bo there and bo departed. The morim tuysdey ■ 
y came to my iorde at Weatminater ayen and aafced yf he wolde 
commaiindc me eny thyng to do that dcy, he seide yee, to be w* 
hym that after mete to comyne as hit la aboveseide. Y scide, " My 
" Iorde ourc reppHcacions both not yet alio redy ne myfib not be for 
" ahorteneasc of tyme thogh y sholde dye therfor, and yet y hadde 
" waked nyghte and dey." He aeide hit was right yvell y do yf hit 
myght otherwise have be, and commaunded me not feaile but kepc 
my dey, that aftiT mete: and ao y diddo and with me Dourisah and 
Speare, and for that other party Kys, Hengston, More, Wode, and 
Orcharde, a greet barre. Furste my lordc asked how we departed 
lastc. Hit was seyde apoune the answerys of the Bysahop, Deane, 
and Chapitre, put yn and we to replye. Y seydo, " My Iorde, oure 
"rcpplicacionsbethnotyiitfuSly redy bot anon to oon '' and that oon 
" almost as hit appcreth here arciy to shewe." My Iorde and the Jus- 
tyae seyde no force to shewe and ryght mcny rcsona why. Y aeyde 
yea, and made reaona aympelly as y cowde; so bit was graunted 
that y sholile bryng ham yn, &c. My Iorde seyde that he wolde 
sende for the bokya that y have write to yow of yn Kent ys wurde : 
then he bade that other party goo a part and comyned w' my seyde 
fclowship and me nigh by an oure, and he waa right raeryand comyned 
meny dyvers matcra bothe of disportc and sadnessc: furste of dys- 
porte of Bysshop Stafford ys tyme when my lord was there," and among 
other y spake to my Iorde yn dypporte of the arcst of S' Thomas 
Gogh and of Hugh Luccays atte Denys place, and what favo' yhad 
do and had no tbanke and of other thyngya as eome yn to my 
myndc. * He cowde telle us how Germyn toke the churche pe day 

of eleecion, Ac. Y seide therof a di«porte, and that 

Germyn putte his fynger yn his ye and wepte, also y t . . . . e 
most aadly wyse. Atte last fyll to mater of sadnesse, and they 
spake of Goddya hous Seynt Peter ys churche of Excctre, and my 
Iorde spake of hia house, his hallc, and the Justyae the same, how 
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loth they wolde be to make areatys theryn, and eeyde tliat ecynt 
Peter ye churche was Goddis Iious and liis haile, &c. and made roeny 
resons to bryng yn abstyntje uf arestys. They were answered as God 
wolde geve us grace. Douryeah ' didde well liia port ; nerthelcz all the 
loogage hot hit were the lesBe was by tweno my lorde Chaunceller 
the Justyse and me.* My lorde Chaunceller wolde that y sholde 
myve of menys. Y seyde, savyng his com maun dement, that y 
cowde not theryn ; hit was not my part: and then he hym self and 
the Justyso moved of menys dyvcrs, and atte the laste my loide 
moved of this mcne to forbcro areatys of alle men of habyte and 
theyre servantys, famylyars, and bailtiffs, withynne the churche 
and clmetcre at alle tymes, &c, Douryssh acquytted hym well, and 
leyde meny myschyffys, &c, Y seyde therto also as y cowde sympelly, 
and then y reherced to hym of the last accorde of the suberbys with- 
outc Esteyeate and what abstynance was of courtesy y graunted at 
that tyme, &c. y conceyved that my lorde wolde move of no nyre 
mene and then y ecyde to hym thus: " My lorde, y beseke you of 
youre gode lordship to have me exscu .... to move or 
aggre to eny mene . . . . y have speke with my felowship 
at homo or they here with me." Tham thoghte y eeyde reso- 

haddc right moche longage of the Bysshoppis fe, and 

fipecyally of the vyw and of the Bysshoppis Court what court he 
hadde and sholde have : here of was right moche longage " and reson 
prove and contra. Y hilde myn awne. Y hadde maters y nogh, 
&c. My seyde lordys bothe seyde that thay hadde oldc recordys and 
evydences to prove their content. My lord hym self spake derkely 
of right oldo charters the whiche y as ever have supposed right well ; 
so y said, " My lorde, y have hurde of suche thyngis, bot y sawe hit 
never, praying yow yf eny suche thyng be, that tliey may be shewed 
and eeyn, and bot yf hit may be answered ellys so to make an cnde," 
&c. My lorde conjoured me to make an ende of this mater and yf y 
EO didde y sholde be cronycled. Yseyde, "My lorde, y have don my 
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part as y truste to God ye ahall knawe and woUe report* aa fer as y can 
may and thar do after yuure commaundement." Y conjoured my lorde 
ayen and seyde these wordya, " My lorde, ye beth lorde under lievyn, 
" excepte the kyng, that the Cite of Excetre have moat feyth hope 
" and truste theryn, and have fulle power to make an ende, bysckyiig 
" you and as y dar requyre yow, se the ryght and lete hit never passe 
" yo' hondes hot so to make an ende," and made us go a part and called 
that other party. They were with hym bote ryght a litell while 
and called ua yn ayen, and bade that other go apart, and seyde to ua 
that they hadde comyned wyth that other party, and they seyn 
mochc tliat they wo!l abyde apoun theire right, and shewe theire 
forseyde evydcnce to prove hit, T seyde, " My lorde," as y have 
aboveseyde, &c. My lorde seyde, " Mayer, ye seye right well, and 
so we woll do and procede," and so we all departed tine die, &c. 
Bot sythenys y have be w* ray lorde dyvers tymes and now have 
a day, and that other party to be before my aeide lordia the morim 
Sonedey apon the makyng of this letter; ' they to shewe ther evy- 
dences as y suppose. What they meneth that they woll abyde 
apon theire right and shew theire evydence conatre yc. Godo and 
gentell longage and ahere y have of that other party, and that 
they will abyde the rule of the lordys, &c. and that the lordys pur- 
pose to make an cnde, &c. bote y fere thcrof bot the court* bo so 
hard against us, therfor to spcke wylh the ny we shyrf y sette hit grete 
wysedome so hit be by soche a mcne as be knowe noght fro us for 
drede.'' Certe hit be seyde that that ys the cause of the breche, &c. 
for they have labored strongly and sayetb nay, &c. 
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Shillingford to his fellows. London ?Nov, or Dec. 1447. 

(Draft Letter.) 
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Worthy siria y grete yow well alle; doyng you to understonde as 
touchyng the laboure and apede of oure mater that DourissK and 
Speere hadde be w' my lord on Soneday next before my coinyng iind 
liadde ther right gode chere of my lord and other and right . . 

. . . BO spedde there yn the beste wyse at f>* tytnc as the 
mater stondeth, andyn especyallas tochyng thecoramaundementthe 
whiche y reported at home, nywe bondis to be made and enscled at 
home to cntrete yn to Candel masse and lenger yf Jjc parties myght 
BO accorde to breve the mater to the lordia hondis; and that we 
myght not accorde therof to be remytted to the lordes and they so to 
make an ende; of the whiche commaundeinent my lorde rcmembred 
hym right well therof as well as the Chif Justise, and my lord 
avowed me well therof and was right well pleased of* all my laboure 
at home y-reported to hym by Thomas Dourissh and Speere yn the 
beate wyse, my lorde seyng of me that y was never worthy to be 
called, that y was a godeman wyse and well do my part, after ]iia 
commaundement nttis tyme and shold have goddes blessyngand his, 
and whan that ever y come to be well come to hym, as the seide 
Dourissh and Speere reported to me ; and also they spake to hym of 
a sute like to be take by lie B. D. and C. &c. My lord answered 
bot litcll therto at that tyme, bot bade ham to awayte apoun hym 
that morun at Westminster and so departeil. Ayenst wliiche tyme 
the seide Dourissh and Speere right wysely ordeyned counsell Yong 

■ buckliorn.~Thi>appean tu have heen a kind of fish. In ibe Roceiver'e Aoconnt it is 
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ami Beef, and so came yn before my lord Chaimceller tlie raorun 
Moneday, and nywe moved hym w' moche longage aa tochyng the 
sute aboveseidc. My lorde aeydc he myght not worne tham )ie comyu 
lawe, bol he seidc right feith fully and sadly he wolde constUl ham the 
contrary and commaunded to awayte apon hym and ]fe Chif Justise 
beyng togeder, A rule to be sette, &c. And so departed and stont yet. 
Furthermore y do you to underetonde y come to London on tuya- 
dey, 80 ^t y wolde have be w' my lord ("t same dey tymely y noyh 
afore mete; bot I taried and yet lary because of fe buk horu Jit was 
boght or y went and forth before at Stoklond or y departed fro 
home as Germyn, tliut never Icgh, tolde to me verily w' grete othis; 
the whicho came not yet, me to right grete anger and discom- 
fort by my trauthe, and the cause }>' hit was boght for myche like 
to be lost; for hit hadde be a gode mene and order after apekyng 
and communication aboveaeid, the biik horn to have be presented, 
and y to have come there after, &c. and so to have sped moche the 
better : but now hit is like to faille to hyndryng. And bo y have 
heipe ynogh abakwajd and but ■ litell forthward as hit at alle tyme 
proveth and appereth. Y prayyou specially to thanke moche t . , 
. . , gcntill Germyn Quasi ductret euge euge Germyn of his 
governaunce attis tyme, id maUgaude Germyn. Nothelez [I know] 
right well he woU aecuse hym right well by thike fula harlot his 
carioure, and the carioure yn like wyse by the eeide Germyn, and 
so I may say ait latro ad latronem and inter acabeUa duo anus labiiur 
hiimo, Cristea curse have they bothe, and seye ye amen non tine 
merito, and bot ye dar sey so, thynke so, thynke so. Alsoy charge 
Germyn under rule and commaundement of J. Coteler mylutenant, 
p' he do that he can do, braule, bragge and brace, lye and awere 
well to, and yn espcciall y J>e stretes be right clene and specialle the 
litell lane yn the bak side be nethc the flcssh folde yeate, for ther 
lieth many oxen hedes and bonys that they be removed away for 
the nonys ayenst my comyng aa acne as y may by cokkis bonya." 



!.(:•)! dos 



LETTEBirOF JOHN BHILLINGFOBD, 



Shillingfohd to one op the Bishop's Counsel. 
14 Dec. 1447. (Draft Letter.) 



Con(«rning tlie 



er Ihe new bonih — pr»Ji him tt 
aalter, mod eiproaaoiliiaclewraft 
;u itruch out. See tbe Doto. 



Eight worshipfuU sir, y recommaunde me to yow. Like" yow 
to be remembrcd of the speche and communicacion )it was late be- 
twene yow and me at Westminster before my lorde Cbif Juatise 
and also what be aeide and how thai y conjured yow and ye con- 
jured me ayen, and alle to the best entont to alle parties as y hope 
to God, trustyng that ye buth and woll be the same man as there, or 
better yf ye better may, and y the same after my sympell power by 
my tramhe : apon the whiche communicacion aa y seide to yow that 
y wolde, and as ye scide my part was to spake with my lord Chaun- 
celler, &c. and afterward Maister Kopger Kys and y were before my 
two Bcid lordis to knowe of a rule and a departyng home, &c. Whaa 
rule and commaundcment as y conceved was this, to make and 
cnsele nywe bondJs yn to Candelmassc next comyng, and lenger yf 
the parties wolde at oure comyng home; and yn the mene tyme to 
entrete at home to shorte the mater to their bondes; and that we 
myght not accorde tberof, they to make an ende, the whiche hath 
ever be my will and laboure y take God to wytnesse, and yet shall 
be. Wherapon y consideryng tbe rule and commaundemcnt of ihe 
lordes and the entenl of pe communicacion betwene yow and me 
abovesaide, y sende to yow at this tyme praying yow to considre tbe 
same, with more that hit is bot a short anda bysy tymeconsyderyng 
the grcte parties and maters, with the circumstance and grete and 
longe communicacion that is like to bo. Wlierfor y pray yow to prcfixe 
place day and tyme as ye woll resonabilly, and that as aone as ye may 
godcly, the rather the levere,'' and ye shall be all redy and wyth alle 
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tlioo that longeth to be there, for ourc party un failled; bo tliat noo 
cause of tarying shallbe foundeyn oure party with the grace of God: 
praying yovr the same, &c. for ye * may fully conceve pt my felows 
nnd y wold fayue have a gode ende and peee, prayng you to applic 
yo' god will and favo' to the eame. And how hit may please you to 
do in li", y pray you to s[ende] hit me yn writyng and aile shall be 
well w'l^graceofGod, whichehaveyowynkcpyng. Amen. Writen 
at Exeter the thureday Cuext) after Sent Lucie. [Dec. 14, 1447.] 



SaiLLiNOFonD TO Downrsu.'' Exeter, Wednesday, Eve of St. 

Tliomas the Apostle, Dec. 20, 1447. 

Requuting bim Id bttl|) t 



Right Worshipfull ser, y recommaunde »ie un to yow ; doyng 
vow to underatonde that as touchyng the grel« maters yn debate by 
twcne my lord the Bysshop of Excctre the Deane and the Chapiter 
ther, and the Maier aud Comminalte of the seide Cite, the whiche 
maters at London this last term passed, by comaundement of the 
lordis ys put yn rule as hit appcrcth by a letter the whiche y have 
sende to William Hengaton, wherof y sende to yow a copy; as well 
as of dyvers other hullia of auppUcaciona by the aeide Maier and 

I bn lud wriKeu origioillj u roUowt. but 
tolds rigbt fiftie haie ma ende. ja ds aoa 
mma «in«}v}ng for noo dredi' tiii dowW [hil we have jn oure right, ne j John Shilljug, 
(or noo dnda uf grcle wonJes of tniljfe, ditclauudrM, longsge, wrilvog™. ae Mttyng ap 
o[ biillii lo lh«l enlenl lo rebuke me and to make me duUe to labore for the rigbl tbiit j 
am aworne to, for truly ; ivoll not be » rebuked ne j dolled, but the more bnldeliere Bad 
(Jiapcly ifter mj gjmpelJ powers u Ibe liwe woll lo do my part u y am sworn lo ; ne 
ever tbe nerve willed loalle godc commaniciicion and rcMinabla iiieeue lo make a gode 
ende. and Ibui j desire to be knowed and reported, far nith Ibe grace of god y woH beoo 
man, and Ihe uoie man y hate be." 

k DowrUh appears lo liaie been one of tba Cily'a counul. 
CAMD. SOC. E 
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Commisalte y putte yn be fore the seide lordia. The whiche copies 
all y pray yow avysely to over rede and well underslonde after the 
connnaundeincnt and rule abovcseide- And after the gode will, 
prayer, fourme, efiecte, desire, and enlent of the eeidc Maier and 
Comminslte comprehended yn tlie seide letter and bullifl, to applie 
your gode will and to do your tendre and diligent labour to helpe 
to make a gode ende, and that all my feloship and y pray yow right 
hertly. And yn especyall that ye be oon of thoo pryncipall cn- 
dlfferently to entrete thcr ynne that most gode may do ther yn, and 
with yow Rudcforde and Hcngslon, and so that William Beef be 
oon with yow by your Bpcciall mecnc to 1>e brogh yn, for pleasur 
and the better to cnde the mater hardly with the grace of God. Ye 
may constre moche thyng &c. hot this aboveseide thus don, y Jowte 
noght, hot truste to God verily to have a gode ende and pees with 
the grace of God, whiche have yow ynh is kepyng. Amen. Writen 
at Excctre on Wendisdey yn the vigill of Seynt Thomas the Apoa- 
tcU. 

Indorted. A letter ofadvertysmentes. 



Shillingfobd to the Bishop. Exeter, 24 Dec. 1447. 

[Draft Letter.] 

Tbc LoTdi before nbam lbs malter in " in compremyi" tuTC poetponed it niilil CuidBlmMe 
with B FDminanil Ihmt Iba putiea should end»TDUT to agree ■( home, u appun bj > 
latUr laUl; »nl b; ihe Cbsncellor (D tbe Biubop. The Ma;ar and Comonaltj me 
re«dj lo agree. The Ciij did not niili lo duputo Ihe Blahop'a right to tbe Fee. The 
Cbureb and Oemeter; are diilinct Trom Ihe Fee and not the ume tbiag bs it is now 
deiired to bo Ht up tbit lul tcnn eontrai? to the Blihop*! Hnt iniwer lo the Citj'a 
artielea. Dogi he will endeavour lo letile the aSnir aecording to the effect of diien 
bulla of ■epptieallont put in hj the Mtjior lo the Lonln, of which he sends eopiea. 

Right WorshipfuII and Reverend Fader yn God and gode lorde, y 
rccommaunde me un to your right gode and gracyous lordship. 
Please hit your gode and gracious lordship to have yn knowllche 
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as toohjrng the grete maters yn variance betwene yo' right godc and 
gracious lordship the Deanc and Chapiter ofyo' Cathedrall Chwrcha 
of the Cite of Exceter and the Maier and the Comminalte of the 
seide Cite, the which maters hy yo' menya so labored un to the 
higlmeese of our Hoverayn lorde the Kyng was broght yn and so by 
longe tyme hath honged and yet hongeth yn compremys be fore 
the lordis. The whiche by the seide lordis this last termo as y con- 
ceyved thus ruled, and commaundcd nywc bondis to be made and 
eneeled to entrete yn to Candelmasse and longer yf the parties myght 
so aggre and accorde at their comyng home; and yn the mone 
tymc to entrete at home to shortc the mater to their hondia, and that 
y/e myght not aceorde therof they to make an ende ; and that by 
longe tymc hath be my lorde Chauncellcris commaundement as y 
knawe right well, and as hit proveth and appereth by a letter by 
hyin late to yow sendc, the whiche letter he this tenne avowed well 
for mj-n excuse your conseill beyng preacnt, and aa y seid yn yo' 
presence yn the Chapctry hous of yo' Cathedrall Churche of Excetre. 
The whiche rule and commaundement the scid Maier and Commi- 
nalte fully aggreed ham for their part and were all redy to fulfiUc 
hit at London and so buth yet her at home, and shall be ynall wyse, 
or eny other rcsonable entrety that may be moved or Btiired or by 
yow commaundcd, so hit be knowed to the pleasure of my seid lords 
aboveseid, praying yow and yo' parties and yow most specially of 
your gode and gracious lordship to ycve your gode will and applie 
ytf favo' to conforme to the same; considryng verily that we wold 
right fayne have a gode ende with yow as lawe, right, reson, and 
gode consience rcquiren, with all favo' desired reeonable that by 
our part may be shewed or don, and to that is called your fe, most 
specially bysekyng yo'' gode and gracious lordship to be amytted 
therto, for hit waa never our will to puttc that yn debate ne to de- 
Epute the right therof, but as we have be forced therto by yo' Arti- 
culia of Compluyntcs and other aetos of the same, or elles to lese our 



rig(ht), &c. Also hit ^ 



r known ne seide bot that the seide 



te was a thyng by him self, and the seide Churche and Cimilere 
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anotber thyng by him self, as ye have Bupposed and claymed and 
alleggcd by two tbe furet divers articulU tlierof made yn your furst 
articulis of compleynts, witboute tbat yo* Cathedrall Churcbe and 
Cimltere be parcell of the seid fe or annexed therto, as bit is and sball 
be well proved by evident writyng, witncssc, and otber wyse. But 
now late this last terme ye have supposed and k'yde the seid fee 
Churcbe and Cimitere to be conjoyntly contrary to yo' fnrst clayme, 
as hit openly appcreth yn your furst articulis of yo' provys to have a 
Colo' to the seide Churche and Cirailere by the geide fe, &c., as hit 
is right well conccyvcd, and therto ye have aleyed for yo' prove the 
boke of domysdey, the whiche is no prove, and that we have and 
shall comytte yn to the grete veysedomys of the lords abovseid. But 
we truate to God, savyng yo' gode lordshippe, the eame boke shall 
prove our cntont as hit is proved and plcynly appcreth yn our furs! ^ 
answer to the seide same artieule of y' provys. The whii-he withg 
meny other thyngs shall be rcdy to be shewed before yo' godfll 
lordships yf hit please you. But what conclusion that ever ther 1 
folwe we trustyng to God to have yo' gode lordship, we woU be 
demened resonabilly with all favo' to the picasur of your gode lord- 
ship as hit is aboveseid, and of the seid fe most specially, ever bese- 
kyng you and as we dar requyr you that ye wo!I applie yo' blessed 
favo' and benyvolence to the gode cnde and ajipeaaynge of this 
mater, after tlie will, deair, forme, effecte and entente of dyvers buUia 
of Eujiplicaoons by us y put and to be put . yn be fore the lordes of 
this mater, of the wliicho bullis I eende to you copies by the berera 
of this my pore wrilyng, whiche copies please hit yo' gode and 
gracious lordship at yo' leysure to over ae and fully conceyve, the 
rather to have a gode ende as we truste to God : and like yoa 
to knowe that y have write to Copleston and Hengcston and 
y spoke with Radeford of this maters for myn exscuse to be 
reported above be fore the lords, so that no cause of taryng 
shall be founde yn our party, but ever all redye, &c. Bysek- 
yng you of yo' right gode and gracious lordship, as y have my 
lord Cliaunceller, to have me exscuscd of myn non comyng to you 
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na my dute hath be and is, Considryng verily if y niyght knowe 
.... lordships pleasiir and comniaundemciit therto, the whiche 
y wolde full fayne knowe and come grete joye and comfort to allc 
your puple and gostly children of the Cit« of Excetor and me most 
specially ; and how hit may please your gode lordeship to do and 
commaunde us yn the rule and commaundemcnlofthe lords above- 
seiile to have yn knowliche by the berera of this my symple writyng 
at yo' pleasur. Please yo' gode and gracious lordship to have yn 
rembrance that I and all the Comminalte of the aeide Cite ben your 
gostly cluldrea and yo' men at yo' commaundemcnt and ever shall 
be by Godd's mercy, whiche preserve yo' gode and gracious lordship 
and yo' blessed faderhed yn hia high mercy. Writen at Exceter the 
xxiiii day of Decembre. 

By yo' awne servant and bedmnn, 

J. Shilltngford. 
Iiidoried. A letter from the Jo. Shillingford, Maior, to the 
biahop. 



Instructions from Siiii-lingford i 
24 Dec, 1447. 



lo the Uithop Diid di 



mftke eicuio for the Ma; 
commsii'l llut " we Intm 

■oniQ renuirks of die Buho 



Icr from iho Cliancellur, lie ia to 
bringing Ibe letter liiinBolf. It it llie CbaDoelior'i 
■me." The City u williag. Tbe Uijror i> hurt ■! 



' After the recommcndacion hod yn the most godely wyse, ye shall 
seye lo my lord that the Slaier ycvetH yow yn commaundement to 
seye, that my lorde Chuunceller gretelh hym well and sondoth hym 
the letter, bysekyng hym of his gode lordship avjsely to overse hit : 
wherapon aa ye suppose after the enlent of the letter that ye moat 
Bpcke mjche more with him, also bysekyng him of his gode lordship 
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atte rereience of my lorde Chauncellei to yeve leyser and attend > 
ence tlicrto ; seyyng also that hit b the Maier is part to have 
nome hym self with the letter and exscuse, &c^ and then bow dan- 
gerous hit was to make eny worthy man to come to hym att tyme for 
strange chere at CHst, Ac, and that the Maier exscuscd hym ayenst 
my seide lorde ChaunccUer to br)Tige the letter, 4c., and pro- 
myltcd to scnde of the most worthiest as he hath, &c. 

Item, that ye commende my lorde Chaunceller yn the most beate 
and trusty wyse, and that hit is his commaundcment aud other 
lordcs, and longe tyme liaih be, that we sholde entrete at home, the 
whiche hatb be the Maier is grete kbourc the grete part ol' all this 
yere, and myghte noght be excepted therto, and so he hath re- 
ported before the lordes as well as the furst coming to hym to Clist 
to Gcke Iiis gode lordcsbip nud pecs for his exscusc : and yet the 
Mayer and the Cite now aswell as before this tyme by commaunde- 
ment of the lordis and by their awne gode wyll prayelh and 
deaireth that the matter myght be disL'Iosed before his gode lord- 
ship, the Maier, the Recorder with other of the Cile at his pleser 
beyng present, truatyng to God verely al for the best, and myche the 
rather and the belter to have a gode ende as lawe, reson, and right 
gode conscience requyrcn, he to fele alle the maters, and so as ye 
suppose to be hta awne jnge, and ende myche of the maters by his 
awne conscience, we knawing his blessednyase and gode con- 
science, &c. Forthcrmore, ye shall seye as for the Maier wher my 
Buyde lorde hath seide, and scnde hym word that he is not the mart 
that he wend that he had be, the which worde is to hym right 
hevy, and seith that he aliall fynde hym the same oo man and same 
true man aa he ■hath be, and ao he trusleth to God he ia take and 
knawe among the tordca above ; but ihogh he and other labor for 
the right of tlie Cite w' true menys as he hath do and none other- 
wise as hit shalbe well proved, hit ia no cause, &c., tliey beth sworn 
_ therto as he is to the right of his benefice. Make ye myche of this 
matter aud of the dome suying, and of the short chere at Clipte, and 
the gode chere that the Maier had yn his Closet, bryngyng Coteler 
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to his gode grace, y yet praying the same yf y may be hcrde, and 
that ye desyre hia gode leyeur now, and but yf ye mowe now Ut 
come to hyra ay en. 



SI. 

INSTHCCXIONS to SniM.ISGFOBD'8 DePUTT GOtMO 10 THE 

BieHOP.(?) Dec. 1447. 

[Original and Draft.] 

He i> to mike hia eiouHs Tor nal cuming f> hia Lordihip U Chu<lleigb. 

And after dywe recomendagion ye shall byaeke my lord of his 
gode lordship to have nie execused of myn non comyng to Chud- 
legh. For yf aughte be by me otherivyse than aughtc to be done 
God y take to wytnosse hit is but for defautc of connyng sympel- 
nesse and lewdenesse of myself. But for myn exscuscs dyvcrses 
ye shall scy that y hadde warnyng of my lordia -coraaundcment bot 
the nyght before and that late, after candell lendyng, my hors bare 
and my ridyng barneys being at Shillyngford, feloship not comyncd 
with nc warned who to ride with me. The whiche y cowde not all 
brynge aboute yn so shorte a tyme, and also hit was aeide to me 
with the seid comaundement these wordis fro my seid lorde, that y 
eholde come to Cbudlegb yf me tbogbte hit were to be done, &ii. 
The wbiche seyyng yn my sympelnyBconBiderid, me thoght hit was 
not to be don at that lymc, consiileryng before all ihyngs the Kynges 
right high furst comaundement, the rule of my lord Chaunceller and 
the ij Chif Justises, and of their comaundement to ensele nywc 
bondis and entrete at home with a resort ; wherapon men y 
nempted, day y sctte to entrete, and all growith and is under the 
Kynges furst comuundement ; and also considryng the bidle the 
whiche y presented late to my lord Chaunceller, wherapon d3rverB 
lettcre wore made, wlicrof ' ye shall presente my lord copies ; Also, 

• vherMt— wbereor^L B. 
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y mort coDeidrjBg yn my sympelnesse that my lorde hadde no 
knowliche of all this Liboure ne y no tnowliche of his privy 
comaondemeDt u all tyme hath be hadde yn thes mater how 
y abolde have governed me, and seide at Chudlegh y stondyog 
mayer and of power, and yet hnvyng no power, ne noght may 
do, seye, aggre, ne assent witlioule communicacion hadde with 
my feloship, a Comminalte w)iiche is harde to dt;le with, dredyng 
my sympelnys lest eny thyng shold have passed me the whicbe yf 
hit sKoide have be noted right well, &c. the whiche all this con- 
fiiderid me ihoght hit was not my part to come to Chudlegh with- 
oute more streiler comaundement, and so y sent Thomas Cook, &c. 
Also ye shall seye to my scid lord that he shall fynde the seide 
itaicr oo man and his welvrylled and true men what eny men seye 
of liym, and a redy at alle tymes as hym aughtc to oboye and 
futClle his comaundement. And yn the grete mater yn debate 
specially y-trustyng to God and his gode lordship that he will 
no* comaund me a^enst the Kyng's comaundement, my wordis, 
worlta, and writyngs. Item ye shall seye to my lord tliat y have 
do my dnyly Ubour yn all wyse, agwell here at home as at London, 
and to my lord Chaunoeller specially, furst by meue [of] Courteys the 
Frcre, and then by writyngs, as hit appereth yu the seide bulle, and 
then by moutlie myself to my lord Chaunceller. And so y have do 
as moche as y can may and dar do by my trauthe to bryng the mater 
all yn my lords hondls ; And yet yf hit may be seye how by my 
lordis privy comaundement y may more do y shall the utmyst as me 
aughtc do to my lordis pleasure, besekynge my lord not mystrustyng" 
me or' Icle me be dysdiarged of the privy consell of the mater, for 
Thomaa Cooke tokle to me so that y sholde not have knowe of the 
privy communicacion betwene the Bysshop and my lord at his 
rather beytig at Chudlegh for drede of discoveryng ne hadde be, 
that noght myght be do w'oute me as mayer. 

Indorsed, A Icttre of John ShilHngfordea for excuse because he 
coold not resort to the Byshop at Ghudleigh. 



• not— noght, B. 
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H. Webber, phiest, on behalf op the Bishop, to the 
Recordek (?) Chudlegh, 28 Dec 1447. 

ThankB for good nill eipreMed in Ihe letter wnt lo bini (Iha Blitiop) on Sanda;. Ths 
ume dBf liD bad a long and diffute letter from the Mayor of Exulur, stating tliat Ihfl 
Lords' cDBimind «'u that tlie iniitler shall be ontreitcd M home la Uiis Tacatiou. 
The Bishop will order Coplcston and HendMbm to bo ftt Exel«r at tha next (cniiHU 
ot the peace for that purpose.* 

My right rcvercml trusty anil singular maistcr, after dewe and 
enticrly recommcndacion witli all worship and reverence, my lord 
the Bysshop of Excctre, of whas commaundemcnt y write un to 
you at this tymo, thanketh your kyndencssc of your gode and well 
conceyved letter that ye sende unto hym on Sonday last passed, the 
whiche day sone apon that he receyved" your loiter he rcfcyved a 
long and right a difiuEC letter y send to hyin by the Mayer of 
Excetrc remyttyng my seide lord in the same yn to a long roUe of 
supplicaciona by hym made ther a fore, yn the whiche lettere yo as 
yn youre by the enformacion of the seyde Mayer, and the seide_ 
Mayer as yo his letters conceyved, attc laste termc that hit was 
appoynted by my lord of Canterbury and the two Chyf Jusiises, 
that the maters be twcue my seide lord and the Deane and the 
Chapitre of his Churche of Excetrc and the seyde Maier and the 
Comminalte of the said Cite hongyng sholde be entreted here at 
home yn this vacacon, with other larger words of the same in the 
Mayer's letters comprehended. Tiewly, S', what the departyng and 
how at the laste terme was a fore my seid lord the Chaunceller and 
the seide Justisca my acide lorde was a fore and is fully enfourmed 
therof. Nothelea for as moRhe as ye fynde tlie seide Maier and his 
fcloship of the Cite diaiderable and aggreyng a commuuicacion to be 
baddc after the efiecte that ye coinmyncd with my seid lord sum 

* Tbore vtt a consultation in the Cliapt«r House, Lent HIT 8.~8ee Eitracti from 
RecclTer'a Accounts in the Appendix. 

Originalij '■ luulde rocejted." 
CAUD. 80C. F 



^H CAUD. i 



J. 



tyme at Excetre. and yn maner so the seide Maier writett hym »elf 
to my acid lord, with maters of pretcns conlrarye nrliculis and other 
allegauDcica and remisiFionB yn to meiiy diffuse eupplicacions, scyng 
furdermore that he hath writen to John Coplestrm and William 
Hcndiston for the same communieacion to be hadde for the gode 
cnde and peasyng of the scide maters, of the whiche my ecide lorde 
Beith that hit pleascth hym that a commutiicacton myght be hadde 
yn haste, and lie woU do the seide John Copleston and William 
Hendeeton to he at Excetre with otJier as well of the Chapitre is 
couneeill as of his awne atte next session of peas. So that the 
seide communieacion be no longe delaye to hyndryng of his 
Churche and of liia right, for trewly he woll noo long delayea 
theron, bot to do hia avail whan he shall se his tyme. And yf hit 
BO be that ther nhall be y-offered suche weyes that may be to the 
gode cndc and poasying of the seide maters withoute hertyng and 
delayng of the right of hia Churche, he woll applie hym self therto 
with gode will : and where ye wrote yn to my seide lorde that he 
moved to yow that William HcndcBton and ye a certyn day limited 
by yow and by my scid lord for to commune for the gode ende to 
be hadde yn the seide maters, and he kepte not his day, my seid 
lord seith that ye knowe well by certcfyyng of right worthy men 
that he myght not be there at that day for certyn causes that they 
certelied yow therof rcsonable. Kothelea sone apon he came to yow 
and yc and he communed to geder, the whiche communieacion was 
be case and litell fvuito theron. And he seith that sith he came 
home from Courte he communed with yow of dy vers maters, bot ye 
moved noo thyng of the seide matera. And therfor ray seide lord 
supposed ye woldc noo more therof. Kothelea my seJde lord, aeyng 
your gode will, whiche ben of couns<.'i!I withhia Churche, wyth' hym, 
and wtih the Maier of later date, thanketh yow hertely of your 
gode letter and also the Maier for his goileley letters, and with the 
grace of God Jolm a Copleston and William Hcndeaton and other, 
aa hit is abovcseid, shall be a redy to commune with yow under the 
• wyth— ori(jin»llj "luiii." 
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fourme aa hit is abovescid to the eiicctuall go<le ende with oute grete 
delay, for trewly y ther sey yow secretely, on grete truste that, y have 
founds yn your person ever, my seid lord woll not be long delayed 
yn noowise, as y veryly conceyve by hym, and therfor y woldc lor 
the reverence of God and lase of the pore piiple and for your grcte 
worship that yc myght be cause of the godc ende and peasyng of 
the seide maters. And yf y myght se that hit myght take cffcctuall 
and a spcdefull ende, y sey yow feithfuUy y shall do my part truly 
therto with the grace of God, the which have yow ever yn hia 
gracyous kepyng, and my acid lord praied yow that ye wolle notiae 
Ilia wyll aboveseid to the seid Maier and to such other as your 
worthy and approved diserceion semyth best for be don. Y-write 
at Chuddelegh the xxviii day of December. 
By your owne Preat, 

H. Webber, 
dwellyng with the Bysshop of Excetr. 
Indorsed. A lettre agaynst the Cite sent by a preest to the 
bishop. 



xin. 

Shillinqfobd to hib Fellows. London, 2 Feb. 1447-8. 

[Draft Letter.] 

Od CundelnutM Eie he received their letter broaght bim by Harrj Dabjn, wbieb be hi* 
well undentood. What to da be caonol ;el be " redel; av^riad," Lut will do ai beat 
he can. 

Right worthy airis, y grete yow well ; doyng yow to understondc 
tliat on Candlemasse yeve y receyved a letter y send to me by 
Harry Dobyn, whiche letter yn my sympcll conceyt y yji alle 
thynges have well undcrstonde, and y am and was before that letter 
fiilly remcmbred of all ihyngea that is comprehended thcryn, as 
specially of Stokewode, aa well as more of the entrcty some tyme 
moved by Sir William Bonevill, and of the cominunycacion ther 




upon hadtle at London, and specially yn the Cloyster at Paulys, the 
right gTctc of the parties, with theire conseille, and moche other 
piiple beyng present; what was comyned, moved, atured, desired, 
and by whom ; how hit was procured and shortly ihrowen of; how 
hit was coaceyvcd, reported, and take there and ellis where, and 
what yvell wy!l, waywardnys, and unkyndnesae was assigned, and 
what waa promyscd and what was do therfore, ye knowc right 
wfll, and Richard Druell specially; some wherof ye and y com- 
myned therof the last hole day of my heyng at home at Exceter yn 
my parlcr ; constre ye alle thyngea what y mone. What ia to do 
furthermore y can not yet be redely avysed by conseill, bot y most 
doe as y se the mater woll he nilud, and as y can, may, and dar 
do, eschewyng variiince, breche, throwyng of, and yndyngnadon 
specially, and so y shall by the grace of God,' wliiche have yow yn 
his kcpyng. Amen. 



Shillingford to his Fellows. 3 Feb. 1447-8. 

[Original and draft.''] 



Tbe Buckbom wu prr;«en(ed on Candlemni da;. 
cellor Kt niiu nnil proHnlod bii landle u> liin 



ra to tuMl bj my 
IS wiib the Cbau- 



[Worthy Biri?, y grete] yow well alle, doyng yow to understonde 
that the bukhorn CJimc to me bot on Candehnasse yeven [ufternone 
aomewh]at better late than never, whicbc bukhorn was presented to 
ray lord on Candclmasse day by the [morun. How hit] was presented 
y-take, and what ihankys and better tbankis y nogh therfor Harry 
Dobyn can telle [yow of soinejwhat by mowthe. That day was y 
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at Lambeth witli my lordc at masse, and offered my candello [to 
my lord is] blessed hond, y knelyng adoun offeryng mycandell. 
My lord with laghyng cliere upon me aeide hertely, " Gruunt uierey, 
Muyer," &c. That same day y abode there to mele by my seide 
lordia commaundement ; [y nielte] with iny lorde atte high table 
ende comyng to meteward, and as soiie as ever he saw me he [toke 
me] fast by the honde and ihankis ynogh to: y seidc to my seid lorde 
hit was to Bymple a thyng coiisidryng his astate to seye onys graiint 
mercy, bot yf y haddc be at home at this t'aire he §holde have Had 
better atuf and other thynges, &c. Y went forth with hym to the 
myddis of the halle, he stondyng yn his aatate aycnst the fire a grele 
whiles, and ij bisshoppts, the ij Chif Justises, and other lordi?, 
knyghtee, and squyera.'and other comyn pupic grete nrultitude, the 
halle fuUe, alle stondyng a iiir apart fro hym, y knelyng by hym, and 
after recommendacion y moved hym of oiire mater shortly as tyme 
asked, and yn especiall of the ij Chif Justiws beyng there, bysekyiig 
hym or their departyng to calle ham to hym for cure mater ; he scid 
hertly with right godewill, and prayed God that ther myght be 
right a gode ende ; and y thanked hym and aeide with his godc 
lordship we were almost ihurgh and at an ende, y scyyng also by 
these menys " My lord, y have herd yow seye that ye and the ij Chif 
Jusiiijes of a rule of the C'liurchc and Cimiterc were negh accorded." 
He aeide hertcly, "Yee for gode." Yseide, "My lord, as touchyngthe 
fee Radford and Coplestone heth nigh accorded at home, whichc 
two aecordis y knowe we buth alle most thurgh :" the whiehc seyyng 
alle be toke on the best wyee and was well pleased therwith, and so 
departed fro hym at that tyme. J^Iete y doun, my lord toke his 
chamber, the astatis and other with hym. Y put me yn presse and 
to my lorde and spake with hym right a grete wliile, so that he 
called the Justises to hym and moved of oure mater. Y wolde have 
seide, &C. the Cliif Justisc toke upon hym to seye, &c. and seide 
moche thyng for oure part, and quytte hym a gode man ■■ to uh. 

■ •qnjan — ''qujen*' D. ^ roaD—originallj' " loid." B. 
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Font be wherceJ how we were bra^it jn be San tham bpf I 
Kjmgea cowimwiadeipait, bow we wolde have be djnwjwed I 
dkehorgcd fro iham,* and be atie com jn lawe uwl nr^ght not, ■ 
bnr hit hath be labored ajetut as <lurjiig the tjnte of this entic<7', 
to that iher it a Shirf j made and the cootr^ < mb t a««d ajoM 
[oare] eiil«nl and thoa we itode at ^ mytdaf, Ac The other Ctiit 
Jivtiae Midv well tbcrto aUo, and my lord loke hit [welle^ eej r yi^ 
" Hit maj not be so; Metgneyea tyme the parties to becaDed.amla 
to be HtlA, so that hit shold be amendyd :" and so departed aa fix 
more communicacion of onre mater. Afterward y i^wke with the 
ij^Ckif Justiae there a grete while, to whom oare mater myche was 
rawe. lie imderstode and toke my aeyyng and yoTiMmacioat ^ 
the mott«] beste wiw, and so seid * therto for oure part. [After i 
we toke our leve, and y yn my lere takyng seyyng [tb^ej i 
" My lord, have mercy and pyty aponn that pore Cite, Jesua vitHt 
civitiit«m ct fievit super cam ;" also bysekyng hbn to yeve mc lere 
to sywe to his gode lordfthip to have the mater refourmed as hit ia 
abovcseide; he seide y sholde be right welle come what tyme that 
ever y come, and so departed thens and stonde this day, &c. That 
nyght right late Harry [Brok] bright me a copy of a recorde 
whiclie y eende to yow,' to the whicbe recorde with avya of cooaeill 
y thyng* bolde£ly to] appere forthwith this terme, &c. and y hope 
hit shall be right well as the cas etoondeth, and better than hit was 
dexired and like to have be atte last entrety at home, with the grace 
of Ood, whiche have you in hia kepyng, Writen at London the 
isorun after CandelmaaBe day. [3 Kcb. 1447-8] 
JOHM ) 

"J Sh.li.i»sioed, iM'ofExcetre. 
IndoTted. After makyng of this letter y rcceyved a Copy of a 
writte ayenst John Hullc, us h[cre folowyth]. 



• Kcc tba Pstlllon to llio K 

• (I— oricfnkllj "jn," U. 

• and Ml •Old— origLiull)' " 
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Devoiiia. Distringas Johanncni Hull de Exonia ia Comitatu luo 
murchaunt per oranes terras, &c. rospondcndutu octabiB Purifica- 

tionia Tliomc ipse sirnul cum Ricardo Toher de 

Exonia Shcnnan vi et armis in ipeum Tbouiam apud Exoniam 

imprisonavit, &c. et ipsum in prisnna quouaque 

idem Thomas finem per centum golldos pro deliberatioue s . . . . 
. . . Ricardo et Johanne fecisset, &c. Et alia contra, &c. 

X On a ryder : — 

Devonia. De termino Sancti Hillarii anno regni Regis Ilcnrici yj. 
xxvjo. rotulo lix". Diatringos Majorem et Communitatem Civitatis 
Exonie Octabis (^tc) Purification is Johanni Notte clerico vi et armis 
ipsum Johannem apud Exoniam absque causa rationabili cepcrunt 
et imp risonave runt et ipsum ibidem sic in prisona contra legem et 
consuctudinem rcgni noatri Anglie dtu detinuenuit. Et alia, &c. 

Addressed, To John Cotelcr, lutcnant, Thomas Cook, John 
Germyn, Walter Pope, Richard Druell, and other, this letter be 
dclyvcred, Stc. 



The Mayor and Commonalty op Exkteb to the Lord 
Chancellok. February 1447-8. [Draft Letter.] 



Please hit yn to youre right gode and giucyous Lordship of 
youre specyall grace and favo' to write unto the right reverend 
fader yn God and blessed man yn hym self Edmund Byeshop of the 
Cathedral! churche of Excetre and to the D^ane and Chapttre of 
the same, as touchyng the grete mater yn variance that by long 
tyme hath honged bctwene the seid Bysshop, Deane and Chapitre 
and the Maicr and Communaltc of the seid cite ; fiirst, yf hit please 
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yow, recytyng how that the seide tnater of variance came before 
f ouie gode Lordship and the two Chif Jtutises by the high com- 
roaundcment of cure soverayn lord the Eyage by theire Hute, 
ynstancc, and Iab<jure to his highnesse therof made, at whiche tyme 
the seide roayer and communalte wolde full fayne to have be 
dyraiyssed a large aod the mat«r to have be detenoyned atte comym 
lawc, hot for drcde of the setde com maun dement, to tham right 
fcrfull, obeyed and houndcn them to abide the rule of yourc gode 
lordcship and the wide two chif justiees after the scide commaunde- 
mcnte ; and eo they have governed tham, don and fulfilled all thyng 
that longeth to theire part to don ; and if any thyng lakke they 
beeth redy to perfourme hit aa they eeyn, trustyng to God verily to 
have hadde right a gode endc. Whereupon how that ye yn your 
gode lordship yn the cnde of the last terme of Seynl Mighell, for 
ehortneM of tyme and grele bysnesse for Jjc Kyng, cvyng yn com- 
maundcmcnt to the seid parties to go home, nywe bondis to be 
made and enscled yn to Candelmassc, and yn the mene tyme to 
cntrete at home to shorte the mater to youre blcsFbd Lordis, and ao 
an ende to have be made this tcrme. Eot as ye bcelh enfourmed by 
the pprt of the eeJde Mayer and Communalte tliat ihey beeth varied 
fro llie sci'le comaundcments and suyth a large atte comyn lawe to 
yow grete mervaylle if hit bo be, praying tham specially at this 
tyme to be refourmed and confourme tham to the seide com- 
maundement, the whiche the seide Mnier and Communalte have 
and woll yn alle wIbc obeye, abide, and be bounde tlierto, as they 
Bcyn, to have a gode ende and pees ; and as ua tlienkyth hit Js yo* 
part to do the game; and ho we woll that ye do atte reverence of 
GodcB pleasure, of the Kyng, and oure worship, and as ye woU yese 
and peca yn this mater ; and elHs to oonswer the Kyngea com- 
maundement and oure rule, and to lete us have yn knoivlcche why 
ye woll not." 



• Th« UtUr pari of thii petition ibom that it wu onlj & draft. The lut 

m arldoDtlj inisncloil t« bo •mptojcd bj the Cbiuic«[lor io atldreaing the Biahop, 
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The Archbishop of Cantbebdrt to the Bisbop op 
ExETEK. Lambeth, 16 Feb., U47-8, 

Begging bim to nfrain froin proceeding it Camman Law becBuie tlie matter ii bj hit 
labour and thacof ilio Juiiicce ia coune of Mlilcnient under tlie liondi Lhat were 
mails to Candelmnu lail. Tnuti tliat a cuinpHitioa luu; Le made and if anf difli<'ult 
point ariae [be jndgea will Mllle it. 

Ryght Worabipfull and wyth all my bcrle right welbcloved 
Brother, I greic yoii well full herily. And suppose ye be well 
reinembrid howe that matiei' whiche longe tyme. hath abideri yn 
travere btlwixie yow, your Brethren and rayn, your Denne and 
Chapitre of yowre thurche of Excetre, and the Mayer and the Com- 
niinaltc of the same, by spcciall comaundemont of the Kyng was 
coramytted and putto to the rule of the two chief Justises and nie, 
wheryn as God knowyth they and I have laboured long tyme, an<l 
specially the last term yn our effectuall wyse for the gode of pease 
and Bure conclusion to growe therof, bryngyng the matier by daylie 
labour to grete ripenesse the soner tlierhy to have concluded theryii; 
And for as mochc aa we myght not approchyni; the cndc of llie 
torme further labour tlieryn, hit was comyned and desyred nywe 
bondis to bo made and easeliJ at home by bothe parties unto Can- 
delmasse last passed tniatyng the matter to have be comyned and 
3m partie entretcd at home. And aa nowe we wold have preceded 
theryn to aorame gode conclusion ; and the matier is attained at 
large yn the comyn lawc: We praye yow aa yet that, notwith- 
Btondyng havyng considcracion the seide Mayer and Comminalte 
have att all tymea and yel ben as they seyen redy to obey and 
abide all entrety, yow like to putle the matter to take aoner effec- 
tuall ende by entrety and yntercommunicacion than by rigour of 
the lawe. And yf ther be eny poynte of grete difficullee or tra- 
vers, the seide Jugea and I woll putte to owr labour to the remedjr 

CAHD. soc. o 



42 I.ETTKBS OF JOHN SHILI.ISGFOKD, 

and redrease therof wilb all our hertis and power. And almyghty 
Jliesu have yow ever yn his keeping. Writen at Lamehitlie the 
xvj dayc of February, 

J. ARCHEBTSSnOP OF Caunterbdht. 

Indorsed. Tiie besaliop of Canterbury to the bishop of Exon. 



XVII. 
The Chamcellor to tdb Chief Justice, 

Urging EiiiD to ana liis influence with the Bishop for an entreMj to be had at boma^ 

WoraliipfuII and right welbeloved Fiend, — Y grete yow well, 
and doute not ye be well remembrcd of that niaier whiclie Iiath 
longe tyine abiden yn travers betwixle my Brother of Excestre the 
Deane and Chapitre and the Maicr and the Comminalle of Excctrc, 
wheryn ye for your part have hadde grete Uboure ; y pray yow, 
considryng the mater is attainyd at largo in the comyn luwe not 
likely by that raL-iie to bo ended lightly, as your wyacdom knowytb 
well, yow like at this tyme yn your bcyng ther to move and enduce 
my Bcid Brother and alle parties to putte the mater yn entrety at 
home, trustyng as me semyth fully wyth more charite and lasse 
costethe mater to take sooner ende by that mene than by procesaeor 
rigour of lawe withoutc your dyspluse. And almyghty Jbesu Have 
yow yn hia kepyng. Writen, &c. 

The bishop of Canterbury unto the lord Cheff Justice for on 
intrety to be had. 



XVIII. 

Instructions to Richard Druell, drawn bt Shillingfobd. 

Lent, 1447-8. [Draft.] 

Druell i> to rTCninniend the Mayor, Slc. to llie Lord Cbiincollor. Pm; him la rethember 
how tha KlDvor lut drpnned tmni him, niid ipeciallj of the com mu nidation had witfa 
him IbtSiinJaj' morning beForetliB Major departed in hia "jnnor chamber" at Laid- 
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batb. He kbideJ tilt Taosda;, and bad it lolt«r lo tbo Bisfaop of Bxcter. Alw tell 
bim he unl hii letur to tlio Biibop bj Jobn lluUe. Jobn CutHer, snd jou Richud 
Draell. Tbe Biibop lent Csiidd Kyt lo treat with tbe Mayor, wbo reTamd lo Imt 
wilb nny one but tbe Biibop', but tbey igreed to reC-r mitten tu counfiel on sitber 
(ide, and met at tbe Calhedml, Coplislon, Hingilon, and Wood fur llio Ubiliop. and 
ItoJford. Iludy, Beer, and Dowriali tor tbe Citf. No aniwer jel giioD tu Ibe Cil}'a 

liim. In the etpning tbe Major waited an tbe Biabop. The Bialiop apohe with bim. 
Tbe Mstar attended at tbe Catbednl on Mondaj mumitig "at 10 atte belle " and 
uu oHigned to come before tbe Uuhop in Iba Chapter llouae. ?Lenl, I417-S. 

Fiirst ye shall recommertde the Maier and all the hole comminftlte 
of the Cite of Excetre to my lorde ChaunccUer is gode and gracyouB 
lordship as hia awnc puple and true hedmen, and at his commuunde- 
inent at alle tyme rcdy, and that this be seide with more after your 
discrccyon yn tlio most godely wyse and under the most beat and 
convenient tcrmys as longcth to his high astatc and plesure as 
lord. Y sey for my self by my trawthc and for all the seide Com- 
minnlto as y suppoae, yn wham after the Kyng your soverayn lorde 
we have most feith hope and truste verylye, ever thankyng hym of 
all his ryght grete gode gracyous and endyfferent lordship at alle 
tytnes to us redy shewed and don, and yn espcciall yii this mater 
yn debate by tweue the right rcverende Fader yn God and blceeed 
gode man if he most be Edmund Eysshop of Excetre, and the 
Deane and Chapitrc therof of that oo part, and the ayraple Mayer 
his man and the Comminatle of the scyde Cite of that other part, 
the whieh mater, with the grace of God, with eontynuance of the 
gode, gracyoua, and endyfferent lordiihip of my seide lorde, the 
grounde of right y knawed yn bothe parties by leysur ya like to 
take effeute and gode ende. 

After this recomincndacion and thanks ye shall praye my eeyde 
lorde of bis gracyous lordship lo be remembrcd how the eeide Miiyer 
last departed fro byra, and specially of the cotnmunicadon that the 
seyde Mayer hadde with my seiJe lorde the Sonedey yn the 
momyng next be fore his departyng yn my lordis ynncr chamber at 
Lambylh, wher y moved my lord of meny dyvers maters and yn 
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espccyull of my lord Bysshop of Excetre aud of tlie grele mater 

hongyng yn debate by twene bym the Dean and Chapiter and ihe 
seidc Cytc, and how that as y eupposed that my si^de lorde of 
Exceter had no more knawlyche of the grounde of this mater then 
theymoge yn the cloth of arcys ther, &c. and yf he knyw the right 
title and grounde of this mater, considryng his blessednease holy 
lyvynge and godc consiyence, that hit wold be cause myche the 
ratlier to be at a gode cnde, and cau^e to knowe the better the gode, 
^racyous, and favorable lordship that my seyde lord Chaunccller 
Imth allowed ami don as well to my acid lord Bysahop of Excetre 
Dean and Chapitrcs part aa to the Cite of Excetre andelles not, i£c. 
My seyde lord Chaunueller conceyvcd and consydred me well, and 
Bcyde that y shglde have a letter wyth me to his Beide brother 
Bisahop of Exceter of this matter, and comaunded me to abide, and 
BO y didile anon to Tiiyadey, the whiche Tuyadey y hadde the letter 
delyvercd wherof y aend a copy. That day y spake to my lord to 
havcutokyn to Sir John Wulston to have oure articles y-answcred. 
My seide lord as y conceyved hym seide y sholde not nede, for he 
knyw well that they would anawer at home, and so that they hadde 
promyttcd hym. Y seide of lesse then they woMe answer to the 
articulis y sliolde never enduce my Iclowahip to no suche • entrety ; and 
tliuB y hadde my leve and departed fro my lorde and came home to 
Excetre, &c. Iiem, ye shall cnfourme my lorde of the governance 
at Excetro tyme of assise and specially of the waeche and kepyng of 
ya pecB, and how that my lord of Excetro is tcuantis were somncfj 
to come and kcpo the wacchc and the pcea and came not, and wliat 
qucrctl ther wug made by the aurveyur and Goplcston, and how the 
Mayer bade ham to compleyne to the Justiae and so they didde, and 
how the Juatisc demened hit, so that the aeyde tenants wolde have 
come afterward as well as be fore yf they mostc, but they wer 
forbodc apon a gretc payuo and charged yf cny of the Mayeres 
otQcen entred yn to eny tenement of the Bysshop for to wame 
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eny man to come to the wacche tliot ihey sliolde brekc Jiis hed, 
wherof hit was like to have be right mycho a do and grete treble, 
Ketthelcz the pees by the mayercs rule well y kepte und alt other 
thynggis so don that y tiuste to God the Juatise woU rcporte the 
beste. 

Ilem ye shall enfoiirme my lorde how that y sonde his letter to 
my lord Bysshop of Excetre by John Ilulle, John Coteler, and 
yow Kit-hard Drucll ; bow godclcy the letter was rcccyved, what 
gode cherc and welfare they hadde there, and the answer that they 
hndde to the letter; that my lorde the Bysshop eeyde that hit was 
nut his part ne noght wiilde comyne ne hiro therof, but that he 
wolde sende hia Counscill Copkston specyally to comyno of that 
mater, &c. and so the aeyde John Uulle, John Coteler, and Druelt 
departed, &c. Sone afterward came to the Mayer fro my eeyde 
lord Bysshop of Excetre Sir Rogger Kys, chanon, and seydc that 
he hadde a hulle y come fro my lorde of Excetre, that he sliolde 
spckc with the Mayer iherc to know hia entent of the seyde letter, 
and so to reports to my lorde. The seide Mayer ecide to bym ayen 
that he cowde* no skyll to spckc cntrete ne uttre no mater to my 
Beyde lord Bysshop by mene. And that the seyde Maier conceyTcd 
and knywe right well that his seyde lorde Bysshop toke unworthy 
as be myghte right well for synipelnesse and povcrte to spckc or 
entrete with hym. Nerthclcz he seyde suche sympell as he was lie 
was Mayer of Excetre and hadde yn comaundcmcnt of my lord 
Chaungeller lo speke, uttre maters, and entrete with hymself. Wher- 
for he seyde that he afier my lordes commaundement and as JIayer 
of Excetre he wolde boldely take hit upon hym, &c. Kys wolde 
no ferther yn that, but moved and stured of other divers entrcleys.'' 
And y seide ayen. sithcn tliat they wolde leye this entrety apart, 
what ever entrety they wolde move, sture, or desire reaonable hit 
sholde be aggreed, bo that no defauie shoutde be founde yn oure 

• cowde— OQwde, MS. 

B "Aud ;n ci>pe<;iiil] to hare a daj of entretj, ij. ot tbsir mudkjII ; called toand ij 
a( ouna. Whereupon ve accorded of* d»j- "^^^ Major " ttrack oul in H8, 
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part; wherapon wc comyned of clivers maters and enlictyes, and 
atte last we conduucndcd yn this wyse: ij men to be neinptcd of 
aythcr counscyll to aette ayttier party yn rule of entrety ; liit was 
aggrced, men of counsejll y nempted, and a dcy y sette at Scynt 
fetor's. They nempted Coplcstone yn ccrtcyn, llengston or Wode 
for ttieir part. Y, Mayer, nempted Radeforde in certeyn; Hody, 
Beef, or Douryssh as y myghle gcte, and so departed. The whiche 
dey nt Seynt Peter's we mHte with bothe counseill, but they 
fayled of Hengston and broghte Copleston and More. We faylled 
Uadeford and broghte Beef and Douryshe; wher was myche com- 
municacion, ye Druell beyng present ut that tynie and al every 
doyng and communicacion Mthcn ; wherof y pray yow to remeinbre 
yiiw right well and enfourme my lords of all thynge truly and yu 
cspccyallof the answer to our arliculis how ofte ynname of my lordes 
commaundement above seidc hit haih he asked what answers we 
have hadde, and laty^t specially, and how the uounseyll at Seynt 
Peterefl Churche tyme abovceeydc, seyde hit was reson that we hadde 
answers to oure articulis, and hit was aggrced. The Dean soyde that 
they woldc not entreie but yf they hadde Hengston, and seyde that 
they had meny old charters, evydences, and munimentes tliat their 
counscyll saw never, whiche slmhlc be shewed. Wc seyde and 
prayed lor the love of God that they tnyghtbe sliewcd, yf eny suohe 
were, and it sholde ende the mater but it wer lawfully answered ; 
and so dey yeve over and ajorned yn to Hengston is comyng. Our 
couriseyll asked yf tbey tholdo eny Icnger tary for this mater: they 
seide nay, and so our ccmuBell was by them conveyed and so de- 
parted fro us that dey aycnst nyght. The morun at viii atte cloke 
uamo to the Mayer my lorde of Excctcr is surveyour and Copleston 
and warned hym that my seyde lorde Bysshop of Exccier wolde be att 
Kxeler that same dey atte oon atte clokke to speke w' hym of the 
maters comprehended yn the letter that my lorde Chaunteller sende 
to hym by the Mayer; of the whiche warnyng the Mayer was fowls 
astoned and encombred, and seyde that this was grete niervaille to 
hym, trustyng to God that it was not my lorde Chauncelleres com- 
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maimdement tliat my lorde of Excctrc sliould come so, but that tlie 
scyde Mayer with other of his felowship fholdc come to hym at hia 
assignement and cullyng as Uieir parte is, and wolde w' right gode 
will to comyne after tlie commaundement and the etitent of the seyde 
letter, and thought that my lord of Exccter were avysed and ruled 
so to come for so myche as the matter of the seide letter hy my lord 
of Excet«r was leidc apart as is abovcsoyde, and a nywe fourme of 
entrety take and entred yn cntrcty, and the matter ajomed over by 
avys of bothe counseyll as hit is aboveseide. Y cowde nc wolde 
not, savyng my seid lordo Bysabop of Excetcr is com maun dement, 
nother speke ne cntrete w' hym of tins matter, prayng so to have 
me ascuscd ; but yf he wolde ncdya thus come, y w* my fulowaliip 
wolde awiiyte apon hia gode lurdeship, and comyng w' all worship 
and reverence to reccyve hym as cure part was. Copleston asked yf 
this sholdc be oure answer, and yf hit so sboldc be most scndc a man 
yn hast aycn my lord for my lord was eomyng. The Mayer seide 
this was hasty processe, and concevcd right well that hit was do for 
to take hym yn a dcfaute, whiche he truBteth to God and my lord 
Chauncolleres gode lordeship that tbey sholde not; and seide tbcy 
eliold take this for none answere, for the mater tochitb the grcte 
Comminalte of the Cite of Exccter as well as hym. But communi- 
cacion y hadde w' fclowship they sholde have an answer. Cople- 
ston seyde bit most be don forth witli, for my lorde was eomyng. 
The Mftier scyde he most have resonable tyme for callyng and of 
communicacion, and desyred ij oures, oone to calle another to 
comyne, and no moo. And that with grete ynstance and prayer 
was graunted, with ynne whiche ij oures and fast by oon ourc tiiey 
were answered that the Mayer w' alio the worthy of the Cite 
wolde awayte apon bis gode lordship and bis eomyng. And at alle 
tymes to be all rcdy to come to bis commaundement to bis presence 
and specially suchc as he wolde calle accordant to the writyng of 
my lord of Canterbury. At yevensonge tyme my lorde the Bysshop 
was come, the Mayer w' olle the worthy as ys abovescide and 
grete parte of the Comminalte, a lair felowsbip hardly, wayted apon 
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hyra US is uboveaeid,* and well coined liym yn llie most best and 
godely wyse that they cowde. How hit was j take and what 
Btronge chere was liadde of the meyny y pray yow to reporte 
"When my lorde hadde seide his prayers atte high autcr, he \rent a. 
part to the syde auter by hym self and called to hvm a part the 
Maicr and no moo and there comyned to geder a grete while. My 
Bcide lorde the Byeshop eeyde to the Maier that hC was come to 
townc by com maun dement of my lorde Cliaunceller to Epeke with 
hym, and seyde that he sholde seye what that he ivolde. The 
Maier answered and seyde he trusted to God that my lorde Chann- 
eeller commanded not so, and ''that he right bevy was of bis grele 
laboure at that tyme and that hit neded not, for yf lie had send for 
the Maier'' and auclic of his felowship as hit plcsed hym to have 
come to hym they wolde have come to hym at my lord Chaun- 
celleres commaundoment and his as their part was witli right gode 
wyll, and that as he Bupposed was ihc entcnt and commaundemeivt 
of my lorde Chauncellcr, praying !iym forthermore and bysechyng 
hym of his gode and gracious lordship to be oure gode lord as ho 
hath be before this tymc, with mycbe more &c. And that hit pleased 
hym to assignc hym an oure the morun, &c. My soidc lorde seide 
he myght not tary, but be agune anon. The Maicr seide that he 
cowde not comyne with hym eodenly and with so shorte aVys and 
by hym self, and my lorde Chauncelleres commaundement was that 
y sholde have w' me at this communicacion of my felows sache 
as hit pleased yow. And at your commaundement my seide lorde 
seide y sholde take wham that y woldc, there stode right y nogh* 
abowte. The Maicr seide yf he sholde bo do he most comyne 
w' hys felowship wham he sholde have, and that oon of them 
that they woldc have as he knywe well was Thomas Cook scke latne 
at home, and so prayed my lorde most specially of his gode and 

• ifter aboteKiile — " w' ull tbe reterenca tbil Ihcy cowde " — struck oiil. 

>• ■> that " to " Maier " put in place ol •' that hit lonseth to hia nalute tu have bide at 
home and to hale commaunded the •riite }ia.yist lo come la hjni." 

• jnogh— firrt written ■' jnuws." 
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gracious lordship to have dey over yn to a mourn ; and so" w' myche 
hardnys, prayer, and ynstance hit was graunted at x att« clokke, and 
so hadde leve of my lorde aad departed yn to a mourn. 

Among other next aboveseide my seide lorde commaunded the 
seide MaJer to shewe that Bpeciall writyng that he hadde promyeed 
to ray lorde Cliaunceller thai sholde make an ende of all the mater, 
and ther apon he stiked fast with stroynf;e longage and chcre as well 
as yn otiier maters aboveseide. The seide Maier answered and seide 
he hadde made noo snche speciall promys, and that he trusteth to 
God my lord Chnuncellcr woU rcportc. The Bysshop taried at 
Excetre fro Fridey yevynsonge tyme yn to a Jlonedcy eriy yn the 
mornynge. The Maier wayted apon his gode lordship at alle tymes 
as his part was, and preferred hym his scrvys yf cny thyng he 
sholde and myght do or eny of the Cite ; they wer alle redy at his 
commaundcmcnt and ever prayed him of his gode lordship, and 
forthermore moved hym yf eny thyng wer by commaundement fro 
my lorde Chaunceller to call hym thcrfor, they wer at alle tymes 
redy to obeye, do, and come by hia commaundement, and ao 
bysoghtc hym to take and reporte us, &c. 

At whiche tyme, at x atte belle, by aasignement of my seide lorde 
the Bysshop, the seide Maier and his felowship w' their eoun- 
seyll awayted apon my seide lorde the Bysshop in Seynt Peteres 
Churche of Excelrc, and there and at that tyme they were assigned 
to come be fore hym yn the Chapitre hous of Seynt Pcterea. 

Memorandum. To have yn mynde of a blynde entrety, and how 
hit hath be ladde forth thus hiderto. 

Memorandum. Of the priestia that beth endyted. 

Indorsed. A letter of Instructions to Richard Druell. 
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Shillingfokd to the CnANCELLOR. Soon after 13 March, 
1447-8. [Draft Letter.] 

Tlie pulid bits bsen io Ireatjr berore Sir Ricburd Nentou, CliieT Jiutice ot the Cammon 
Fleu, at Eseur, and alio belnie (be Bitliop at Ci«diton. Hopm for a " gode esda." 

Please hit your gode nnd graciona lordship to have yn your 
blessid remembraunce as touchyng the grete matiers yn debate 
betweene the right reverend fader in God and blessed man in bim 
self and my right godo lord yn tyme hath be and yut throgh 
your gracious lordship I trustc to God shal be, Edniond Bisshop of 
Excetcr, the Deaiie and Chapitre of the aanie, and the Mayer and 
Cominalte yo"" owne puple and poore bcderaen of the soid Cit« of 
Excetre, how hit pleased yo' gode and gracious lordalilppe tliis same 
terme of Seynt Hillary to write a lettre unto my seid lord the 
Byashop of Excetre, to have the aeyd malier yn trete at home as " 
liit was bi your lordship comaiinded at" Mighelmasse terme, wbiche 
letlre ye ycve me yn special comaundement to here my self to my 
seid lord of Excetre ; after'' which comaundement I tokehitaponnme 
and so did, where, through favoure of yo'' gode lordship, I ferid 
we], liad gode chere, and was yn the best wise right wcl come, and 
al thing copiprehendid yn yo' lettria yn ful godely wise take, 
obeyed, assent, and agreed. Radford and Coplestou to be * at 
Excetre to trctc yn the matyer; and so tbei were at tyme of assises, 
at whiche tyme S' Richard Neuton, chief Justise of the Comun 
piece, called the parties before him, and the seid John Copston 
and N. Radford, and there he hardly did indifferently his true 
lendre and diligent labo' and parte for the gode appesyng and 
welfare of bothe parties yn the seid mater, afler the effect and 
extent of y" blessid lettre fro your lordship to him send by me. 



at-origmallj- 
— origiimllj " »l." 
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Whcreapon day was assigned on Wensday next after Pasaion 
Sonday ' . . . . the seid Copleston and Radford lo intrete of tkis 
mater; at whiche day the seid Copaton and Radford, and I the seyd 

Mayor, with my felowship, were at Kyrton before my seyd 

Bisshop of Escctre, my lorde of Devonshire at that tyme beyng 
present. And there and at that tyme a** reule was mouthid and 
had** accordyng to the forme of a condiclon of an obligation, 
whereof I have send to yo" lordship a copy yn this lettre, to whichc 
bothe parties at that tjrme aggreed and assentid ham, a* special 
communication had before' with the seid justise by me the seyd . . . 
my counseil and felowship ; truatying to God and to yo' gode lord- 
ship to have right a gode ende. And, yf noe, ever to resorte to 
your gode lordahip accordant to the kyngea com aun dement, by 
Goddis mercy, whiche preserve yo'' gode lordehip in his high mercy. 



SaiLUNGFORD TO Druell. After Lent, 1447-8. 

iDitTDGtioni W ipCftk to the CLanecUoT upon ttia nwtMr. 

Furst, ye shall remembre my lord how ye last departed fro hym 
by your olde enstruccion. Item, declare hym yn especiale of vyw 
de Franke plegge, what hit is, and as many thyngis aa hit drawith to 
hym aa fer aa ye can, the whiche no lemcd man can well declare, 
ther belh so many. Item, how the cite atondeth entitled theryu, 
Ac. Item^ yo shall enfourme hym of the grete laboure that hath 
ben at London sithcnys, &c. by an enstruccon and letter that sholde 
have be sende home, yn the whiche is conteyned shortly myche of 
the grete laboure that hath [be] at London. Also ye shall enfourme 



" tlie Kyi Copaton and Rxirord mule k n'ule 
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hjm of the Jot^wa coming jm u> Excetre, how he wu i 
wh«t chere he hadde, Bnd how he toke hit, and what rale mad 
governance haih b« %t Excetre at tyioe of his beyng thier, and jm 
tfpccykll of the wacche, and how that the ByEshoppis coamevll wss 
w' the Maier, making ^cle qaerellu bj cause that he somoed the 
TlyMhoppifl tcnaunts to watche ; the iiia;er avowed hit well, and 
M-i'lc that that somnys was no wrooge, ne cause to make no qoesell, 
but that he woll c]o more ; of lesse * then they wold come when 
they were somned, that he wold etreitly punyssbe ham, and that 
they sholdc knowe well.'' The Maier made his grete querell to the 
•cido Byuhoppis counBcIl, seyyng that they hadde forbode the 
Bynhoppia tenants every apon payn of xl' that they sholde soC 
cotiiG to wDcchc, and that they had Eoyd that yf eny of the Maiets 
officers eiiticd yn to any hous, that is of that that the Byssbc^ 
calleth hia fee, that thu tenant »holdc hreke his hed. Wherapoo 
the Moycr made right grvte wuyward longage to tham.* The 
Maier scidc waywardly he wolde do more, he wolde make levy 
bothe of the Cilcscyn s[>fndyng and the fe ferme, and that he wolde 
well Bvowc, and bade ham of all to enforme the Justise therof, and 
that he wolde do the same, and so the Maier did, and the Justise to 
■ II thyng r<jr the cite is part yn resonabilly gode wyse toke hit, and 
yn cspcciall the wacche yn the best wysc, so that they woU wacche 
now w' a gixle wyll, and beth godc men and cysy as at Radwey.' 
Wherof y pray yuw to enforme my lord of all thyng that was done 
and seydo ther at that tymc, &c. Next after this ye shall yn the 
Mayer is namo spckc to my lorde for John Coleler and John Gerinyn, 
Mid then ye shall speko to hyin fur the Mayer of Pcncryggc, w' all 




* of Imh^— to Ih* wnM o( " 
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the grete circumstance. Y pray yow to remembre yow of all thynga 
therof. After this ye shall apeke to hym for tlie Mayer, that the 
Mayer that ia and shalbc some tyme, may not ne shall not mow 
dar ' to rule the Kynges puple after his lawya, ne putte the lawe yn 
execucion, ne do ryght as he is sworn to for dredc of my lord, and 
Bey un to hym what men deftmteth ryght by hia comaundement. 
Furst, oon Wouaton, my lordes tenant, and Richard Prewe. Also 
the jugement by twene Broghton and the Glaaier, and by twcne 
John Husset veram John Nolle, and specially of H' Jolin Kotle of 
hia fyn. Item in speciall of S' Thomas Gogh, how he la take 
out of Court, and the Court stonileth y charged w' hym in dyvera 
wyse, and S' William Slug defautcth ryght, and meny other[s] that 
wolde aywe ayenst hym ther. Item, of William Hampton, he 
remayneth by wey of execucion contrary ayenat y" lawe aa hit ia 
supposed, and lith yn grete myschif. Also aftc tymea [the Mayor] 
hath not dar do the lawe and execucon thereof, as right requyreth, . 
Bpon his tenants, mayny and other, aa Huxhill, John Fyle gold- 
Binyth, most specially Robert May and his wyf, by wham the Mayer 
is rebuked, &c. Richard Ree spcclatly ; hia mynt^tral made affray 
apon a woman, and wold have ravasshed hir. S^ Thomas Gogh )>' 
made afiVuy and loke the churche late. Forest seide y y seyd S' 
Thomas was my lordes man. John Hussett avcst a i^atcrdcy, he 
most be delyvored to make my lordes work. Thomas Mayer ynter- 
ruptyng our franchise a Lammasse yeven. Of alle these and right 
meny moo J*" Mayer hath not dar do right lawe ne execucon, for 
now almost every man takelh colo' by my lord. Bysekyng ];* to be 
remedyed, and alao of beryng of the mace w'out Westyeat and of 
y brygge '' while aeaon ys. 



■ dir— kfter tbii " for drtda oTin; lorde " hwb«a (truck ouL 

■ f br/gg'. — Exbridg* wu in deu; at Uiu time ; ShilliDgTord n»de (jreat etTort* In 
ilore it. S« hii petition in the Appendix. 
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XXI. 

Shillingfosd to his Deputy in Londom. Insteuctiows to 
BPEAE TO THE Chancelloe. Soon after Easter, 14-18. 

Deiirei more time (o amwor Ibe Diiliop's new articlH. 8e»peb to be nude »moiig Ui« 
Public Kpiordj fur o»iJenoo. Since " onr deparljng from London " tlie Canoiu baiw 
pliangod Ihcir conduct, and bebnie peacetuUj. 



of all his right gode, endifferent, and gracious Lordship 

ally yn this grcte mater yn 

debate by twene the righte reverende fiiider yn God 

be Edmund Bysshop of Excetre 

and the Dean and the Chapitre thei^ of that oo parte 

Cominalte of the said Cite of that other parte. The 

whiche mater witli the grace of God and 

gi-aeioua endifferent Lordeship of my saide Lordc, with leiser shall 
take gode effecte and ende and rig partyes. 

Aiter thta recommcndacion and thankys ye ehall remembre my 

Lord how ye laste departed fro hym and sh to reherce 

to hym the articuUa that comyth to yowrc mynde, that bcth com- 
prehended yn the olde enBtrucc[ion], the whiuhe ye dt;Iyvered un 
to mj Lorde ayenst the Mayeris wyll, eavynge my Lordes cora- 
maundemcnt, fFor sympelnya of enditynge and writynge, con- 
sideryng his high aatate ; bisechyng hym to have the articulia ayen, 
yff hit plesc hym, for youre better enstruccion ; ffor this cause that 
y wolde noght hit were y-fcnowe that suche writynge cam fro me, 
leste the parties eigne defante yn me, and be more werce willed and 
dangerous to entrete. Nertlielesa if my Lorde suppose cny article 
comprehended thcryn be not trywe, hit shalbc avowed trywe by a 
nother mene ; and if my Lordc wyll that the eame boke shall be 
avowed, hit shall be a bide by, and pryved trywe every poynte 
comprehended theryn. 

Forthermore, ye shall remembre my Lorde of cure comynge 
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baBte to Londou ; of oure beynge tlicr ; and how we departed 
thcns. Ferst, howe we cam tliider, and kepte oure daye, by the 
Kynges commaundcment and by my saide Lordes, atte ferst day of 
tlie XV', and sholde have receved the arttculis the Wendisday next 
after. But by the speciall dilygcnt and tendre laboure, feret of 
M. John Druell, youre unkell, and after by prayer and desire of 
allc other of that parte beynge ther at that tyine, we were prayed 
and desired to abide with the articulis un to oure comynge homo, 
for theire evidence and thcire better counseill to make theyre arti- 
oulia was at 1iome, and that wc be dolyvercd therof by boke 
endented, yn shortc tyme after oure comynge home; wher to wa 
truste[d] fully, and therfor called no more upon my Lorde to have 
the articulis delyvered there ; and elles we wolde truly to have had 
tyme fro that xV ynio thU xv" to have made oure answere, and 
yet that tyme had be full ahorte, considerynge, etc. How we sped 
whenne we come home, hit is comprehended yn the olde forsaide 
enstr[uc]cyon, all most anon to the ende of the Parlement. What 
hath be scide and don sithen ye come ho[mc] fro the Farlcment, 
ye knowe right well ; ye have be at alle tymes present. Apon the 
deliverance of whiche ar[ticulia] to us covenant was at London 
that we aholde have had a communicacion to breve the mater at 
home ayenst oure comynge to London at thys tyme, to my Lordea 
cyse and pleisere. How y have labored and called daylly to have 
the articulis delyvered, and communicacion iher apon, as covenant 
was at London, yo knawe well ; and so y praye yowe enfourme my 
Lorde for oure exacuse, and how the articulis were delyvered us 
but a Thursday a fore Palme Sonday,* and that full sympelly yn 
paper, and afterwarde, at oure prayer and request, yn parehement, 
but noght endented, as covenant was ; they exscused ham, and wolde 
noght therof. Y wolde have comyned w' ham to have breved the 
mater, as covenant was, and as hit is aforsaide ; and they seyde they 
hadde no power therto, ne cowde ne wolde not, but hire all thynge 
that y wolde seye, and eve me none answere, but reporte me. And 
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y thoghte, and seide that was no reaon ; y seyynge if they wolde 
keep ham clos, y wolde do the same, and aeye to ham right noght ; 
and if they wolde cny thynge sey and disclose, y wolde the same 
and more, to the entente to bryvc the mater ayenst oure comynge 
be fore my saide Lorde atte terme, nt IiJs eise and pleisere. They 
wolde therof yn no wise, but made protcstacion, as tocliynge the 
articulis, that they wolde addere ad' liiminiiere, the substance noght 
changed, oon article excepted, the whiche they wolde ^de yn sub- 
Btance ; and thus be we uncorteyn as yet of the articulia, and almost 
but as we departed fro London ; and God wote that is not oure 
defaul«, for as ye knowe right well aa fer as y myghte honestly y 
have called upon almost dailly to have the articulis delyvcred, and 
a communicacion ther uppon yn this mater, as hit is abovesaid ; the 
whiche if hit had be had, w* the grace of God, hit sbolde have 
hreved the mater, and turned to eyse to alie parties, and to my 
Lordis pleisere. And thus hit appereth hit is noght oure defaute, 
trustynge to God that oure party advers woU seye the same and 
they l\ave aeyde. And y seye by my trowthe, as y conceve, hyt is 
not myche thcire defaute, that wc have spoke and treted there with 
none of the Chanons at Excetre, ffor they have be and beth right 
yvell apayed of this longe tarynge and delaye of the articuHa, and 
of myche other thynge, and yn the best wise wylled to entrote and 
to make an ende, and fyndeth theire exBcuse by my Lord Bysshop 
of Excetre, and by theire counaeyll ; but, as y conceyve, ther groweth 
myche thynge out of oo place and oo person specyally, etc, 

Ferthcrmoro, y pray yow, what reporte that ever hath be made 
ayenst us by the CHanons part afore this tyme, for oure blame, that 
noght withstondynge, that ye reporte the beste and as trewthe is of 
theyre godc and sad govomaunco sithen oure ilepartynge fro 
London, for theire thanke and worship : fibr, by my trawthe, they 
and alle theyria by theyre governance have governed bam yn the 
most best, gentyll, and saddiat wise, to all ententis, sithen oure 
departynge fro London. Ferst, they aeynge the streyte rule that 
' Sle U9. 
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the Mnyer sctle in the Cite for kepynge of the pees, they confourined 
hain to the same, and ruled ham and alle theyrts ther aflev, and eo, 
blessed be God, that all nyglit walltyngc, yvuU longage, visagynge, 
fihoidrynge, and all riatoua rdlc, is lefte, and godo rule y-come yn 
place, y-biessfd be God and ray Lord Chauncellor. For now ther 
is by twene the parties, aa hit is conccyved, grcte gode wyll, 
worship, courtesy, reverence, yn procesaion specyally; fuyre, gode, 
gentell, and curtoya longage ; gode chore and right wellcome, gode 
well'are, and grete feslis yn the Chanons parte, and of youre unkcll 
M. John Dru[eU] most specially, and every day better then other, 
thanked be God ; and all groweth of my Lord Chaunceller, aa [hit] 
is well conceycd. God continue hit! For y ther" eoye hit feith- 
fully, yf this rule had be had and kept a fore this tyme, we hadde 
never be yn this debate ; and yf it be contynued, myche hertia eyse ; 
the [strife ?] to be at an ende, and never to be yn debate no more, 
w' the grace of God. For now, if eny thynge bo amya yn theire 
parte, the ilaj-er sendeth to tliain to amende hit, as so they dolh, 
yn the beste wyse, w' sharpe execucion ; and if they sende to the 
Mayer, the Mayer dolh the same for his parte. And thus hit 
■emetli that longe tarynge of delyverynge of the artJclts, and entre- 
tynge of the mater, hath do eyse, pryvynge the wyll and the 
pacyencc of bothe parties, as now is pryved every day better then 
other ; w' this, that iny saide Lord Lord* Chaunceller be gode and 
gracious Lorde to oure partie to have resonable dey to make an 
answcre to the articulis, considerynge longe tyme ihat they have 
hadde yn makynge of the articulis, fro the ,xv= of Seynt Hillary yn 
to the XV' of Pasche ; and yet they have not nywe made ham, but 
corrected the olde, that were dclyvered to ua yn the xV of Seynt 
Wighell, yn the whiche the substance of the nywe articulia ys 
myche comprehended. And so, as hit appereth, they have bad tyme 
of makynge of theire articulia fro Mighelmasse yn to nowe ; and by 
rcson the grounde of theire articulia was knowe be fore or they pur- 
chased theire nywe chartre of oure Soverayne Lorde the Kynge, and 

• tbcr ; i.e. dan. ' S!c, MS. 
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80 longe tjme a bowte litell thynge, as bit oppereth. Theire articulia 
yn substance is comprehended but yn iij thyngis. Oon is, that ihey 
cleymcth to have the Ciiiiitere fre, ceperat fro the Cite of Excetre.* 
A notlier artiule'' that they cleymeth to have a fee called Seynt 
Stephenys Fee, ceperat and distyncte fro the Cite of Excetre, and 
no parcell of the Baiiie, anil as they cleyme, und as they seyn, and 
uttred by Ilengeston, of ylJre tymc then is the Cite. And if hit 
BO be, hit is harde to answcre. Hit askcth mony grete encerchis ; 
fiyrste, yn oure Ircsory at home, a monge full nieny grete and olde 
recordis ; afterward at Westminster, fyrste yn the Chauncery, yn the 
Eschecour, yn the Rei'eyt, and yn the Towre ; and alio these 
encerchea askoth grete luboure longe tyme, as after tliis, to make 
oure articulie, we have meny true ayenst oon of theyris. All this 
asketh longe tyme, and we can noght do, yn to tyme that we have 
and knowe the certeynte of iheyre articulis ; bysccliyngc my saide 
Lorde Channccller to cousidere all this, and that the aiticulis that 
beth flerke may he declared and dctyvered yn certeyn, and of suche 
recorde that they be not varied fro ; so that if they be lawfully 
answered, that the parties be stopped, as yn a Courte of recorde, by 
wcy of plee, etc. ; and that we have dey resonable to answcre and 
article, so that for shortnya of tyme to answere and to article, that 
we be not desert, as we truste yn the favour of his gode and gra- 
cious Lordship. 

Ferthermore, as tochynge the iij*^* articule, yn substance is the 
Kyngo oure Soverayn Lordea grete graunte, the whiche we can 
noght, ne may noght, ne wyll ne dar noght answere ne despute ; ffor 
of his liall power he may do what he wyll, for all thynge is at his 
commaundement.body, londe, and gode, etc, ; trustynge to God and 
oure Soverayne Lorde the Kynge, of his highnessc and grace, and 
my Lorde Chaunceller to bo gode mene therto, that we mowe be 
deinened after his lawis, and as right requyreth. And y pray yow. 
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what was seydc yn tlie Gildehall fit Escetre a Trusday yn the Ester 
wyke, first of ourc Soverayne Lorde the Kynge, afterwarde of my 
Lorde Chaunceller, and how the puple beth willed and set, forycte 
ye hit noght, but lete hit be truly reported, as fer aa hit comyth to 
youre mynde. 

Indorsed. Letters of Instruction. 



XXII. 

A Mkmohanduk sent by Shillingford to Speek in London, 
to be delivered to the Chancellor. After 10 April, 1418. 

Upon [lie brearh ol Tiierlnn lietwean Hkclrord aai tlcngston llie Mayor ipoke lo Kury 
Webber, uid the matler wu pat tu the arbitrotioD of Railfonl anil CoplestoiiB, but U'* 
■□treat; u lirokea off again, bu kuuwi not wbf. 

Me^ that apon the breehe at Tyverton bitwen Radford and 
Hengaton, of whiche repoite was made to the Mayer, he |icn by 
the Bpoclie of the seid Radford, and by labour and apckyng of Syr 
John Wobton, and other, was ynduced to speke wyth Maystcj- 
Harry Webber, and so I dide, beyng presentc the seyd Sir John 
Wolslone and John Coteler; at which tymc ther was right gode 
and gentle communicacon, and thus accordide, and that by the 
inotiun of Mayster Harry Webber, that John a Copleston and the 
seid Radford shuld have the mater yn communicacon, and as for oo 
poynt or tweyn yf such were, that they myght not accorde therof, 
&c. ilian the parties to be bounde to byde tlie reule of the lordis, 
&c. Of the which mocion the mayer was right wel apayed, and wyth 
aasente of hys fclowship fdly agreyd hym therto, with all ther 
hertis, for hit was accordyng to my lord Chaunceler ys comaunde- 
Dient, &c. Wherapon the seyd John a Copleston and Radford, by 
two joyntc lettris, yn name of the 'seyd Mayster Herry and the 
seyde Mayer, were sende fore yn all haste. And so they come and 
were yn coinmunicacion by two daycs, and desirid the partyesto be 
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bounde to bide the leule, ordinance, and arbitrcment of them. The 
whiche was aggrced wytli this, that of such thingis as thoy myght 
not accorde of to be putie on the lordia &a hit aboveseide, &c. They 
woldcn not tlierof yn no wyse, but seide that tbei were discharged 
and dymyssyd by the lordis, and so at large, and tliat they wold su« 
ne Iiave a do ther no more. For tiiis matter we seyd that we knew 
Jiot therof, no not so wolde, ne Iiit was not our parte yn to lyine 
that we had other knowliche, &c. They seyde yf we woldcn so 
aggre ua, that the Kyng and the lordis shuldon tlianke us, and that 
they wolden undertake uppon ham. Wherapon yf so, &c. hit was 
aggreed. After this ther was a nother communiuacon, and then yn 
ther rehersall they wolde that the seyd Mayer sliuld have sued for a 
discharge to be delyvored and departid for the seyd lordia. The 
seyd Miiyer wold noght therof yn no wyse, ne so departe fro the 
lordis, hit was not his parte to do so wythoute ther special comaunde- 
meni, the wbiche eoniaun dement, yf they wolde ordeyne and gete, 
the Mayer wyth his felouship wyth right a gode wille wolde nggree 
hem, &c. The whiche seying was amytted, seyirig hit shuldc be 
done, and bothe parties aggreed therto, and so departid atte ft 
time, &c. Sythenys the parties were never callid to gidre, and so 
this mater ya broke up, the cause not knowed to us yn no wise. 
This mater write yn hast I praye yow to understonde h' well, and 
by |>e avyse of Dowryssh to amende J)e makynge ])erof, if nede be, 
and ]>on to write h' clene, and have h' yn yoiire bond when ye 
ppcke w' my Lord Chaunceller as for yowrc instruecion. And when 
yc may take a tyme yn communicucion to dclyvcro hit to hym, 
sayngc to hym l>t fis was sende after yow yn grete hast for youre 
instruecion yn Jiis mater. 

(Signed) ' ' M. [.John Shillingford, Mayor.] 

Furjjermore f' ye bo fully rcmembred to niceve my lord Chaun- 
cellor l>t no suyte be graunted uyenst us yn no wise, &c. 
To William Spere be JjIs delyvered. 
Indorsed. Letters, enstruccions, and other remembrances. 
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William Speue to Siiillinofokd, After 19 April, 1448. 

Hu irrived in London mnd delivpred the Miijtor's letter to tb« Chuneellor to Rndford, 
vbu ulJ lie waulJ pTeienl it tlie next iliiy, and would kb lUe Cbier JuiiJce. Tlia 
inaiter wiu on In liio Common I'leu, *nd wu poaiponed. Uescribn liie iwds it 
diurier, when Ihe letter wu dolitcreJ to Iho Chuneellor, and reports fiillj upon th« 
proeec'dirign in L^jndon. 

Memo'' that on Saturday the xii' day of Aprile Thomas Dowrissh, 
aud William Spere with liym, rode owtc of Exr.etre to London 
wardis, and came to London on tnysday next folwyng,' at iij, aite 
belie aftcrnone, and anon aa we came by my mayatcr 19 avia, and as 
the 5layeres cominaundemenl wus, &c. Y WilUttm Spero iuquered 
as I'or John Alild, and soghtu hyin yn dyvers placys, and coiide not 
fynde hym, and when y uamo ayen my Maister Dowrissh seid to me 
that he was don to wyte that my Mayster Kadford and my 
Maistresse his wyf were yn towne, and anon my Muystor Dowrissh 
lefte all his uwne bysyiiesse, and went to seike my Maister Radford, 
and londo him and seide that his Maister the Mayer of Excetet 
commaundud hym to liym, and apon that comyncd with liym 
prevyly of the letter that we hailde to my lord Chauncelier fro the 
Mayer, and what waa eonipriscd yn the letter, and he was a 
paasynge gladdc man chcry hardely, and ecid he woid here the 
letter hym self to my lord Chauneellor on the moiun, and that my 
lord hadde bede hym to dyne with hym that day, Wendysday. 
Nelhelez he seid that he wold go furst '" [to] my lord Chief Justise, 
and rccommaiinde the Mayer and the comynes of Exceter to hya 
- gode lordship, aa his men and pore bedraen, and how that my lord 
Chauncelier efte, at Hillary lerme, wrotte unto my lord Bysshop of 
Exceter, that touchyng iIjc grete inatcr yn variance, lic. not with 
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Btondynge tliat hit be by hyni tained yn the coinyn lawe, yet wold 
conforme to entrety aa eftc, and tbe mater tobecomynedondcnlretcd 
at home, and that that was harde and diffuse, and that we myghl 
not accordo theroi', reporte to be made un to my seid lord Chauii' 
celler, and other lordis, and to tlie other to lordb Justices, ihey lo 
make an ende accordant to the Kynges commaundement ; and how 
that the Mayer and comynea offred ham self to alle manor reeonable 
entrety, and a entrety haddc, and the genlehicBsc and favo' and 
proffers that was on the part of the Mayer and coniyncB, and of all tlie 
mater, witli the circumstance fnll and hole, and of the breche, &c. 
And my Mayster Badford, and my Mayster Dowrisah, can cnfo'me 
yow better than y, for y was not all thyng so nye ham to hire and 
knowe ailc thyng that was seid and I'omyned, for my degree was 
not, &c. And there they eomyned a. gretc while, and my lord 
Fortescu seid many things as me ihoghte, and onys y herde hym 
seye, with right a gladde spyrute, " And my lord Chaiinceller woU be 
endyfferent, we shall have a gode ondc y truste to Almyghty God 
and owre lady," and sone after departed. And anon upon that, 
my Maister Recorder went to Westminster, and Dowrissh, John 
Afylde, and y with hym, and ther anon tho mater was called upon 
yn comyn place, anil forthwith anon my Mayster Radford send for 
Henry Brok, and charged hym that he sholde not appere as for 
attorney, and he seide no more he wold, bote he prayed the Justises 
wolde respite liit yn to yo' comyng, and seid the were comyng and 
wolde come, aa sone as ye myght. And anon llier was grete 
callyng apon by Moyll, Wode, and iither that were of conscill, were" 
the Bysship; that not wiih stondyng, the mater was putte yn 
respite yn to the monin by alle the Justicea. 

And so then the Recorder went to Lambeth to dyne with my 
lord ChaunceUer, and y delyvered hym the letter, &c. and seid that 
y wold awayte upon hym tiiere as sone as he Inidde dynedj and so 
didde, and withyn an cure after wardes he toke his leve of my lord. 
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and toke a bote and went to Temple, and y with hym. And there 
lie tolde me that he dylivered yo' letter to my lord, or my lord went 
to his dyner, seyyng that the Mayer and all the hole Communalte 
of Excetre rccomniaundcd tharti unto his gode and gracious lordship, 
and * his man and pore bcdman, and kyssed the letter, and putte hyt 
yn to my lord cs blessed bond, and niy lord with a gladde conty- 
nance reeeyvcd the letter and seid that the Maier and alle the 
comynea abolde have C'ristis blessyng and bis, and bade my Maister 
Radford to stonde up, and eo didde, and anon my lord breke the 
letter, yeven while gracioa was seyyng, and ther right radde hit 
every dell, or he went to his dyner, and when he hadde full radJe 
hit he kepte hit with hym stille, and seid, with a myry chero chere 
{fie), these wordis: "Radford, when we have dyned we shall corny ne 
of this mater, and alle shall he well, with Goddea grace," &c. After 
dyner my lord called the Recorder to hym and comyned hym certyn 
thynges yn the mater, as me thoght by his menyng, of the whiche 
y wote well he bath comjned privyly with Dowrissh, or elles he 
woll enfo'me yow of alle at his comyng fro Canterbury, for y went 
yn host and made Dowrissh to come to hym to Paulis, and to 
comyne with hym of bia beyng with ray lord, &c. and so he didde, 
and Gomme of the comynyng y berde, hot all y myght not, bot 
ailerwardis my mayster Recorder called me to hym and seid that ye 
ahold wryto un to the kynge of this mater, rehercyng yn yo* 
writyng that there as afte hit liked the kyng to yeve yn commaunde- 
ment by bis letters under his prevy seell to the Mayer and the 
Communalte of the Cite of Excetre, to abide the rule and ovdynance 
of hisCbauncellerof Engelond,andhistwoChif Jiiatises, of the grcte 
maters yn variance and travers bytwenc the Bysshop of Exceter and 
the Deane and Chapiter there, and the Maier and Communalte of 
the same, and so hongying the mater yn cnlrety by the kynges 
commaundemcnt, that not with Btondynge the mater is a taincd at 
large by the Bysshop yn the comyn lawc, contrary to the kynges 
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commaundement, wherof that hit liked the kyng of hia hlgnessc to 
yove yn commaundement to the Beid By ash op to cesse of his sute, 
and to abide the rule of ilieseitlc jugia of theseide mater yn trovers, 
&c. And y was ri^ht gladde of his seyyng, and aeide that y wolde 
seye yow 60 at yo' comyng, and bo y toke my leve of hym, and lie 
went to hia aoper, and the morun Thursday ■ by tynies he rode to 
Canterbury wardis, and his wyf with hym, a full site woman hardely 
for she hadd sore falle of hire horco. And forj'with y went to 
WeBtminator, and spake with Dowriash and Brok, and seyde to 
Brok that he sholdc not appere as attornay for the Mayer and 
Comynes, and he said [he] wold not. And anon the [mater] waa called 
apon, and the Juatisea mervaillynge that the Mayer came not, and 
ther apon ysauys were yn maner naaeaaed at vij '' as for the two 
writtes, then hit was seid to the Justisea that the Mayer was comyng, 
praying tham to respite, &c. yn to the morun. And so they 
didde full gentiliy. And anon S' John Wolston came to me and 
asked wliy ye were ao longe, and y seid (he wold be here yn hast, 
w' GodJis mercy, and then he seid that ho wold fayne that there 
myghte be a gode endc yn this mater, and y asked by what mene, 
and he seid by entreiy, and no rigo'ste of lawe, and y scide and he 
woldc 80 he wolde not lete calte so fervently atte barre apon the 
Mayer and Commines, &c. and y soide furthermore that the dialer 
and Commines at allc tymcs have byden allc resonablc cntrcty 
before thys, and yet bene redy to abide as y conceyved, und anon 
he aeide me that there were many wylde and unreaonable felow^ of 
the Cite of Excotre. And y asked what they were, and he seJde 
William Hampton of Excctcr, and other of the Sergeantcs. And y 
asked why and for what cause, and he aeide, with a high apirnte, that 
William Hampton and other of the Sergeantes seid at Excetre, ya 
William Gyflbrd is hous, there yn hiryng of a priest of my lord 
Byaahop of E.xcetro there beyng neghe atte that tyme, that there 
shold raeny a priest of the close of Excetcr loate his hede onys of 
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inyssomer yeven, And y seide y darst well scye that he ne none of 
hia felow ne none other of the Cite seid never so, and asked yf eny 
other men cowde eeye and wolde avowe that, and he seido he knyw 
none that wolde ne kowde sey so, saf the seide priest, and y seid that 
his tale was not be lyved, for hit woUe be supposed ever oryvell 
wille and none other. Also he »eidc un to me that my lord the 
Bysshop of Excetre hath write unto the kynge of this entrety hadde 
at home, and how that lie obeyed hym yn the most lowly wyse to all 
entrety rcsonablc, and came and labored yn his awne person to seke 
the weyea and menys of pees to hym grcte un yesc, and grete 
menys offred yn hys part, and yet that not wyth stondyng the 
entrety broken of, trustyng to God no defaut« to be assigned ne 
foundc yn his part, &c. The Friday ■ y came to Westminster, and 
there at [blankj at belle the mater was called apoun by oure party 
advers 

[The MS. here breaks off abruptly, as if unjira»hedl\ 



Shillingford to his fellows (?) April 1448. 
[Draft Letter.] 

Wukt Windaor on S. George'ti Db; [23 ApHJ],aa<l Urried there ill daj, Wedneidajr 
ha cmme M London. The bUme of the breaking off the lul great enlreilj Kt home 

thrown on the Citj, beciuin Ihej would not igreo to giie up the powertoamstctnoiu 
■kod Krvuita in the ehurchynnl. Tbej cftma before the Cliancellor uid two Juitioea U 
Lambeth. " after mete." Uengitati not being there it »u (djouriied to the Ex- 
chequer Chamber till the morrow. 

Worthy sirs, y grete yow well alle, doyng yow to understonde 
that y was at Wyndesore to London wardis on aeynt George is day, 
and there taried almost all that day, and cowde not hyre ne knowe 
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ttereofnoo lljyng comprcliended yn the letter y aeiide home to 
yow by William Duke, ne of none other ihyng, hot all ther as well 
as hit was wont to be, and as y suppose with lahoure and other 
thyng that longeth therto, yf men wyll better may be. The Wea- 
diaday y came to London, where was moehe longage of oure comyn 
mater, and specially of this laste gcete entrely at home, how hit 
was broken up, and for right liteil thyng, and all yn otire defaule. 
Thus bit was y seid that accorde waa haddo here at home by the 
eeide entrety, that the Bisshop eholde have his fcechurche and cimi- 
tere parcell of the same, as he claymelh generally, and generall 
municion yn the churche, we to have right noght to don nc make 
none areatia withynne his fee, bot yn the cimitere to make arrcstis, 
excepts of the Bysshop and hia mayny, chanons, and alle men of 
habite, and for we wohie noght aggre bot to have power to arreste 
chanona men servants familiara withynne the cimitere, was only 
cause of brekyng up of the seide entrety. Y of pur|>osc mette with 
S' John Wolston, of wham y suppose growe all this untrue longage, 
and asked hym, &c. He seid every word, and that the accorde 
waa suche as hit is aboveseide, with more that ther was writyng 
therof, and by what menys y write, by the hondis of John More, yn 
presence of my lord of Devonshire, attc Blak Freria at Excetre, 
all redy to ahewc ; y seide ii' any suche writyng were knowe and 
proved by my seide Lorde and the other arbitrous, we moste nedya 
and with right gode will wolde abide hit, or any other reporte that 
they woldc make. This same day Wendisday, as sone as y was 
come to towne ayenst mete tyme, my lord Chaunccller send for me 
yn hnat. Y came to hym in Lambyth, wher y founde the ii Chif 
JuBliaea ofpurpos moche" ysuppose: of wham alle and specially of 
my lord y hadde right gode chere, never better, and right well 
come yn the best wise. Y spake with my seide lord and the 
Justisea, apart fro my Conseill, a grete whilea, They moved me to 
knowe of tlic entrety and departyng at home. Y prayed my lordea 
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to have my ConBeill to seye for me. He graunted hit to me. S' 
John Wolston wae yn the utter chamber, and wolde come noo nyie, 

and for as moche as Hengaton was not there hit was enjorned over 
yn to the niorun at Westminster, yn the Escheker Chamber, wher 
Hengston reported to my scid lord aa S' John Wolston hath as liit 
is abovescid, excepte of writyng. Y answered and seide y knywe 
noght therof, nee of noo such aceorde, ne cowde make noo reporte, 
and asked of hym what knowliclie he badde of that he reported. 
He seide as he herde hit reported. Y asked of wham. He selde 
the comyn voys of the Cite. Y seide of none bot of soehe as wore 
of thebe part, and by tham self. Y seid forthermore that y was 
enfonned by S' John Walston ther beyng present that ther was 
writjmg of that reporte, as hit is aboveseide. 



Shillihgfobd to bis fellows. (?) 24 May, 1448. 

[Draft Letter.] 
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Worthy siris, ryght feyne firendis and ffelowa, y gretc yow well alle, 
doyng yow to understonde that on Wendisday next after Corporis 
Christi day, as ye knowe right well, after vj atte clokke yn the 
momyng y rode outc of Exceter to London warde ; the Saterdey 
next ther after at vij atte clokke by the mornyng y came to London, 
and 80 to Westminster, and ther metto with my lord Chaunceller, he 
beyng yn right grete bysyness ; as Bone as he sawe me seyde right 
hertely, " Mayer well come," and toke mc by the honde, and made 
me right gode chere, and so departed fro hym at that tyme. That 
day y hadde right grete bysynesse : furst y went yn to the Esc heco 
for oure mater of Exmouth, and there y spedde spede can and may 
■pede resonabylly well. That day on Westminster halle y mctte 
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with S' John Wolaton, and other of oure [and] theire cmaeiU, of 
wham tille y hadde gode chere, and as tLey seide that y wss nglai 
well come. Afterward y spake w' the chif Jnstis & Joha 
Fortcscu, goyng w' hym homward, and hadde with hym nght 
muche gode longage ond wordis of comfort. After this j spake 
with the chif justice S' Richard Nuton, thankyng hym of his &Trf 
the last ternic, &c. He, a full gode man, seide he wolde do for me 
what he iiiyght godely. That day y coiwyned w' oure conseJll of 
ouro materg, and hadde wordia of gode comfort to spede right well. 
That day after none y wold have be at I.ambelh w' my lord, hot y 
cftinc not there because that AVolston was there that day. The 
morun bo tymc y came to my lord, and hadde hym at right godd 
ihorl Icydo*; to wham y recommended you all to hym yn the best 
maner tlmt y coudc, thankyng hym of his gode lordship, &c. 
praying contynuan(rG at this tyme specially, and to heipe that we 
myf{ht have a gode cnde by doyng after the kynges commaunde- 
ment, for ctles we most to a triati, and that were horde. He seide, 
" Ood hit i'orbede, then shoMc ye never love, and that were pyty," 
and ho icidc he woll spckc with the Cliif Justise Fortcscii, and ]>e[i 
another rule, &c. Y thanked hym and seide, " Jly lord, they take 
greto buld(-iicsso of ij tliynges, oon of truste of the Shirf, another 
apon the lawo, y trustc to Gode other wyse than they shall iynde 
hit." Aldo y seide to my lord that we hadde be yn debate by 
dyvern tymca, almost by tyme of viij" yere, and that y coude never 
knoWD fyndo no redo that we ever toke a sute ayenst tham, but ever 
■tonde yn dofenccj as a bokeler player, and smyte never, and that y 
Iind<ltt to »eye fro you to hym that we were fully avysed, with leve 
of his godo lordoship, onya to erayte, takyng a sute, for we hadde 
mcny and dyvors causia, and they hadde none, hot that we wold 
no thyng do bote that bia gode lordship hadde know lichc of, for we 
wold attempte hym yn no wyse. He thanked and Eeyde that he 
coudo not blame us. Y seide, " My lord, thus we most beare, serve 
and dofendu," that not with stondyng that, we woll be all redy at all 
tyme to obcyc the kynges commaundement and his. 
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XXVII. 

PETITrON OP THE MaTOB AND CITIZENS OP ExETER TO THE 

Lord Chancellor and the two Chief Justices. 



Lorda, tucordini 
bj Ijme of iiij 



Mo. XXIX. is evident!; taken boot it 



J mailer "halh honged jn dobulo 
rere jn ynlrete." Thii petition 
den^e produced belore the Ctun- 



Please hit your gode and gracious lordsliippis to have yn know- 
licliethat theevidencia wherof aliort tytelynga buth made yn the Ar- 
ticulis abovoseid buth redy to shewe wyth many mo other and dyvera 
concemyng the title olayme of franchises and liberteea of tlie aeide 
Cite of Ezcetre, some here redye to shewe and somme rcstyth at 
Excetre, for grete cariage and nought yet encerched, for the raayer 
light long beyng here, by dy vers tymea, by the Kyng our soveraign 
lordia comaundcinent ; after whas first right strcite and ferfull 
comaundement, by resonable warnyng, at suche leysur tyme and 
place competent, as hit woU like yo' gode lordshippes to comaunde 
ham to, shall be redy to be shewed, and specialy auche as you woU 
comaunde ham to bryng and shewe, next and best to end the 
mater and all other thynges, rody to obeye and don accordant to 
our seyd soveraign lord the Kyngea first comaundement aboveseid. 
The whiche seid evydencis so shewed and right proved conccyved 
and knowed, We the Mayer and Comminalt« lowly beseke yow out 
lord Cbaunceler, moste specialy, and yow our two other lordis, to 
precede and make and cnde after the Kyngia comawndcment, and 
as lawe reson and right requyren. And yf the right by evidence 
be not declared, by Euch a menc, as yow seme by yowr gode lord- 
shippes and yn your conscience next to the right ys to be don to 
make an ende. Consideryng these premysses, and that this mater 
hath honged yn debate by tyme of iiii yere, of the whiche tyme 
almost ii yere yn entrety, the whiche hath ben to the aeid Mayer 
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and Comminalte riyht grete labour, trouble, veiacion, coste, lost, 
and other right grete liurte and byndryng and moche more like to 
fall, as well aa right meny other perilys and ynoonvenyencya yn 
Bubvercion and anyntyBsbement of the seid Citee, and dysheretyng 
of our aeyd soveraign lord the Kyng, and the Mayer and ConiQii- 
nalte, of leese then an ende be like to be made. 

Indorsed. A request to the lord Chauncelor for a day. 



XXVIII. 

A Memobandom of an Addbess to Sib Eichakd Newton 

st the Assizes, desiring him to decide the matter, with the 
assistance of Sir Pliilip Courtenay and Sir William Bonevyll. 
(?) August, 1448. 

And where as ther hath longe honged a mater yn travers betwene 
my lord the Bysshop of Excetre and the Deane and the Chnpitre 
and the Maier and the Comminalte of the Cite of Excetre, whiche 
by the kyngs commaundcment was putte yn compremys and rule of 
my lord Chatinceller, callyng to hym the ii Chif Justisea, whiche 
mater hath longe tyme honged be fore tham yn c/)mmunicacion and 
entrety and yet rcmayneth undysscussed and unended : now late 
my lord Chounceller hath yevc yn commaundement to bolhe parties 
generally to eutrcte and to procede to gode conclusion of the seide 
mater at home ; uppon whiche my lord Chaunceller wrote to S' 
Richard Nuton, oon of the ii Chif Justises, desiryng hym to move 
the parties now at the assises yn botho sides to the same entent ; 
wbcrapon the acid Justisc, on Sondey that last was, called severally 
bolhe parties be fore hym, and moved ham that the seide mater 
myght be comyned and entreted by John of Copleston and Nicholas 
Kadeford, and by theym to be broght to gode conclusion and gode 
ende be twene this and the next terme, whiche entrety and com- 
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municacion shoM be gynne a Tuysday next comyng ; to whiche 
bothe parties at that tyme were aggreable, and for as moche as bit 
ys sytheoes fully conceyved by the seide Mayer and Comminalte 
that the endc of the seide mater is non certyn and doulefuU to make 
conclusion and eode by this maner of mcnc, the scid Mayer and 
Comminalte woU besekc you at the reverence of God, that hit may 
please yo' gode lordship to take this niat«r yn your gracious bondis, 
caltyng to yo^ lordship my maystera S' Philip Courtcnay and S' 
William Bonevyll, and such rule as hit may please yo^ gode lord- 
ship to appoynte yu the seid mater, tlie seide Mayer and Com- 
minalte will abide yo' commaundement yn all maner wyse. Please 
youro gode lordship also to calle be fore yow the seide John of 
Copleston and Nicholas Radeford, as for the declaracion of the 
tituliB and claymes of bothe parties. 

Indorsed. A mocyon that the controverse might be compro- 
myssed to S" Philyp Courtenay and S'' W" Bonvyle. 



XXIX. 



Petition of the Mator and Citizens to the Earl of 
Devonshire, Sir Philip Courtenay, and Sir William 
Bonevyll, praying them to make an end of the matter which 
had been " yn debate by tyme of iiij yere, of the whiche tyme 
almost ij yere yn entrety."' 

Please hit youre gode lordeship my lorde of Devonsshire, and yow 
oure to Maystera S' Philip Courtenay and S' William Bonevyll, and 
and abo yow oure two other Maysters S' John Copleston and 
Nicholas Radeford, to have yn knawlicbe that alle the evydencea 
whereof writynges shorte titelynges or mencyon buth made, the 
orygynallys or true copyes therof buth redy to be shewed with 
right meny other dyvera and moo, concernyng oure right, title, and 

tea ■ lUtemeiit of Ihs 
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clayme of francliiBCs and liberties of the seid Cyte of Excetre, to 
prove oure ententes, and specyaUy suche as ye well commaunde us 
to bryng and ahewe next and beat to ende the mater. The whicbe 
cvydcnceB bo shewed and right proved conceyved and knowed we 
the Mayer and Comminalte lowly byseke yow oure seid Lord and 
yow oure other Mayaters alle so to procede and make an ende aa 
lawe, right, rcBon and conscience requyrcth, And yf the right by 
cvidenccB be not det^larcd by euche a inene, as yow seme yn youre 
conscycncG next to t!ie right \a to be done to make an ende after 
the kynges furet commaundement conajdryng the premiases. And 
that thJB mater hatli honged yn debate by tyme of iiij yere, of the 
whicbe tyme almost ij yere yn ciitrety, the whicbe hath bene to the 
«eid Maier and Comminalte right grcte laboure, treble, vexacioQ, 
coKte, loste, and other right grete hurte and hyndiyng, and moche 
more like to fallo, aswell aa right meny other perilles and yncon- 
venycneos yn aulivercion and anyntysahemcnt of the said Cite, and 
dysherityng of oure aovcrayn lorde the Kyng, and the Male r and 
Comminalte, of lease than an ende is like to be made.* 
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PART II. 



THE ARTICLES OF COMPLAINT, ANSWERS, 
REPLICATIONS, AND REJOINDERS, 



BKTWEEX 



THE BISHOP, DEAN AND CHAPTER, AND THE MAYOR, 
BAILIFFS, AND COMMONALTY OF THE CITY OF 

EXETER. 



PAETn. 

The Articles of Complaint, Answers, Replications, and 
Rejoinders, between the Bishop, Dean and Chapter, 
and the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the 
City of Exeter. 



The Matoe's Ahticles of Complaint against the Bishop, 
Dean, and Chapter. 

TheMbenlhearticulisof the right grele injuriei and irronges dope \jj (he BuhapDean and 
Chapitre ;n nversll and oonijn of tb« Calhedrall Cburche ot Seynt Peter of Eicetra 

munalte of (he ume Cite bj proleatacjon to rnorte to theirs BBtns ot curporscicm 
■Ccordinl Id Iheiro title of preicriijeion gruuntiB of Ibo Kjog Had his progiii»to'« to 
>fne and to be ayncd.* 

Article I. 
FuTst. The saide Maier BaiUifs and Communalte seyn that the 
eaide Cite of Exceter of right oldc tyme y called Ponhohkcyre the 
most or one of the moat auncion cite of this londe of whas hegynnyng 
no man can fynde ne rede, the whiche cite afore the enc[amation of 
Christ] '' was a cite walled and suburb to the same" of most reputa- 



:inguubed ta A and B h 
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I drafta, RoIIb I. ai 
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cion* worship defence and defencible of all th[ese parties and yet is 
ya tyme of nofie] and mostc Tavoure and eocoure to alle the 
Kyngea pujtlc of the londc specially yn tyme of werre repaii^nng 
tlifireto.'' [The whiclie] cite sone apon the paEsion of Crist was by 
VugpuBian bisegcd by tyme of viij deys ; the vrbiche oplej-nyd not 
the efleete of hia sego 'and so wende forth to Burdcaux and fro 
Kiinli'aux to liome and fro Rome to Jerusalem and there he* w* 
TitUB byaeped Jerusalem and opteyned "land solde xxx jywj"* for 
a peny as bit appercth by Croniclis: and alwey the saitle Cite of 
Excctrc hole and uadevided yn worship as hit is abovesaide yn lo 
tymo of the comyng thidcr of the Bisshop and Chanons. Afore 
whas comynj;; there that now is a Oathcdrall Cburche and a palels 
was a Monustcre and a cite of blak monekya of the order of Seynt 
Benet y-tbunded by Kyng Athelston. The whiche monaetcre and 
cite, now Cathcdrall Churche cimitere and paleys, is and alwey hath 
be ,yu and of and parcell of the saide cite and under the jurisdiction 
and power of the same. The whiche cite with suburbia of the eaiae 
is auncion dcincnc and at alle tymes aa well a fore the conquest aa 

• namlti— mpaUrinn. 

' |) hM in place of " htvoitre to Ibereto " — itrctiBtha hvoar anpporUcion >nd iogoiit 
to ttiu Kjng ami to all lili puplo }■> (jmg uf necouite. 

' ftud Co 111— Tlic wlilctir nftorward. D. 

*tBd lo bojng, p. . B hu— anil sn lhc<p^deCilSDrEtL>etn i^odtuaCitic holeornwt 
wonblp proapgriM inltnot and defonaabla of all (hat part; af the londe aa !• aboTeiatde, 
ja bi lyiiia llial Ibere nat a Monaatars or atiLc; of Black MDnkja of Ifae order of Sejnl 
l)(n«,[l»ruLba*aiijDC>tbeJnl1Cliui'obaCiiiilUreiuitl pulejn i> now. Aadsojo theiretjiDB 
eunljiiuiid yii lllie pmnjiorile bj lunge tymw yerea and dsjs ud tu tjnia of Seynt Kdirard 
tba wbiaba (uldsil tliaHldeMonckj'a and cbougwl tbe aaida Honastere jo to tha Calfaedrall 
Churcba tbal now la and poaHulon of tbe Binbop Dean aad Cbapitra and Ibeire pre- 
dcooiaon. Afora wlilclio cbonge and Btte Ijme uf the clionga and eicn conliDualt ailben 
tiw Honatlora Cathcdralt cite and palpyh and pburcliojerda to tbo nme churcbe belijng 
w wall wben the Clla waa jn the bondii of the progenitol of the K^ng oure uicrajn 
b)rd« a* althen vera in parcell jn and of the uir.e cite ; w' ynne ivbiohe Monattcre 
Oalhedrall cite paleja aud eliorcbejurd aa Hell the proganito'i of the K^ng foreaid aa tba 
Maler and CilfMjrna of the auns ciUi ajthen the; have had bit lo fo ferme. liare ben 
ieiud of all maner juriailiccion of alle maner pleea nsatl and pononelliei of Ijme tliat no 
■nyndo rennetli. aurdani moved conijng uid falljng w' ynne tbe aame aa parcel uf their 
ta Icnna tonaid. 
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eithen hath be the Kyngia cite longyng to his crowne a fore eny 
Monafltere or Cathedrall Churche as hit is aboveseide ther had. The 
whichc cite w' auburbes of the same the saide Maier Baillifs and 
citeseyns and tlieire predecessoiirs have had and holde yo fo ferme 
of the Kyng our soverayn lorde and his noble progenitoura kynges 
of this roiahne by tyrno above saide ; to whiehe longctli view of frank 
plegge with allc articulis franchises iibcrlees jurisdiccions and alle 
other proffitis commoditeea and emolymentis as lo any view of &ank 
pleigge bclongyng. 

And theyseyn that the citeseynsand their predecessours citeseyns 
of the same afterward the same cite tok^ to holde to fe ferme, and 
befibre the aaide Kyngjs of Engelonde and or the same cite to theym 
BO come, were seised of suche a view yn tlic same cite to be holde 
and of ij coroners of them aeU" yn and of the same cite w' many and 
other divers cuetumya libertees jurisdiccions ymmynnctees and fran- 
chises as well as sithcn by cevcrall letters patentz of divei-s progeui- 
tours of oure soverayn lorde the Kyng and by hyin by hia letters 
paicntz graunled rateGed and contermed, and have had used and 
enjoyed jurisdiccions libertees franchises correccions attachia mentis 
arestis and deter minacions of allc oScncis dettis trespasses deceytis 
det«nnys covenaotis deliverancisconiractis and alle other maters and 
accions, and for alle affrayes and aaaautis done or made aycnst the 
Kynges pees, and for alle tbyng done bytwene party and party 
tochyng plee reall personell or mixle, surdans had moved comyng' 
fallyng or growen w' ynne the same cite and euburb of the same to 
be empleded and determyaed yn the Kynges courte of the Gildchall 
after the custum of the same cite affore the Maier and Baillifs of the 
same cite for the tyme bcyng'' un to now late that the saide Bysshop 
Dean and Chapitre by coloure of eerteyn letters patentz of the Kyng 
to tham severally graunted of juriadiccion power and auctonte of 
suche pleea as ben above reherced, have lelte diaturbled and with 
drawen the aaide Maier DaiUils and Communalte of theire juris- 
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diccion above reherced. And yn especkll tbat there as where oon 
Hugh Lucajs letunt of ihe snide Bjsshop*, the most or one of the 
most my^oTemed msn of all the cite of Excetre or of all the shire 
aftciwatiJ, the whiche hath be cause of ij poUacions of the Cathedrall 
Chwrvhe and Cimitere of the Cite of Excetre, made affray aponn oon 
Kichard Wode yn the E^iigis high strete atte Gyldehall dore of the 
saide Cite of Excetre ; apon the wheche aSraj- oon John Glasyer a 
sergeant of the Cite of Excetre aresied the saide Hughe, and he 
brake the aiest and wende hia way, and the saide John and oon 
William Wynslo another sergeant of the same cite ther sywed hym 
OS thcire prisoner vn to the saide cimitere and so yn to the saide 
Catbedrall Churche and seiad hym there. But as sone as ever the 
sergeanUs were with ynne the churche dore alle the doris there 
were shitte sodenly, as hit were done of purpos and for a trayne, not- 
withstondyng that Richard Druell and Thomas Sampson ij stiwardia 
of the Cite of Excetre lolwed tresshely with j-nne the space of xvj. 
fote to kepe the pees and myght not entre yo at that dore ne none 
other dore but at one dore : and so they entred yn, and when they 
eo come yn there they foiinde the saide fergeantis at gretc myschif 
and theire prisoner violently with strong honde take away fro ham, 
and apon tham by commaundemenl of the saide Dean and Chapitre 
, . . . S' John Jon with a dore barre and S' Lewis W'alsshe- 
man John Panton and meny other minesters of the saide churche to 
tliaym unknowed wyth swerdis custellis long kuyvis and yryaah 
fikenes drawyn yn tlieire hondis to have sleyn the saide sergeantis 
and wold bo have sleyn ham nc hadde y be aa God yeaf jriuce the 
saide stiwardis with other came yn to kepe the pees. And when 
they come yn they smote to the saide Richard Druell with a custell 
apon the Kyiigia mace as hit is sygne yet, so that alle bothe Btiwardis 
and sergeantis Btode yn despayre of theirc lyvya and unncth scaped 
out of the churche with theire lyvys : by cause of the whiche the 
cxecucion of the Kyngis lawe and the violence done to theire officers 
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yet rcmayDGth unpunyBslied to tlieire gretc hurte hyndi'yng and 

Article II.' 
Item the sayde Mayor and Oomminalte sayen that there as 
where the tcnantia and inhabitana of the eaydc Bysschop w* 
yone the sayde cyte and subarbcs of the same hen cesaahle and 
charcheabel, have been cessyd and charched and of righte awghte 
to be and jyt ben w' the citczayns and inhabitans of the aame cite, 
and hath ben used levy |>erof to be mad by the Mayer and sucho 
aa he hath assigned and dcputid )>crto, in alle manor demys, eite- 
zaynes apendyng, and the ffe ferme yf nede be, and al other taxa- 
cions taliagea and charges as well to the Kyng owre aovcrayne 
lord graunted, and so hath be in the tyraes of his noble pro- 
genitorcB as of al other contribuciona and charges w'ynne the sayde 
Cite and as parcel of the aame. And now the latiat special acessyng 
»nd payemcnt of alfc a deme wyche was acessyd and payed in 
mancrand forme as by long tyme favoraboly hath be done ; bote the 
forsayde Mayer and Conieimlte most grevously complayn' of to 
tymea uexst there by fore of cessyng and paying of demys, one 
yn the tyme of John Coteler beyng Mayer and another tyme 
William Upton beyng Mayer ; ate wyche bothe tymes the tenantes 
of the sayde Bysschop w' othera were warned to come to the Gyld- 
halle, as by long tyme hath bene done, to aceaayng of the sayde 
demys. And as toucliing the sayd Bysschoppia tenantes they come 
nought, ne no wyse woldc come to a cesse ne paye w' the sayde 
Cyte ate the to tymes above sayde bote by ''the Myneatera of the 
aaide Bisshop and M' Henry Webber specially'' of mere malice 
and evele wyl and by commaundemcut of the sayde Bysschop mana- 
cyng the sayde tenantes as wel as yn other chargis yf they dede 
the contrary [to] pnt ham out of theyre tenures. And so they dcrste 
nought come sette ne paye as thei have be woned to done. More 



■ Thir utiole ii writlen in analb< 
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over the Mayer and Citezaynes sayen that by commaundement of 
the sayde Bysschop and special rewel of the sayde Maister Harry 
accessyng and levy was mad amonge the sayde Bysschoppis 
tenantes of ij demys as a Cyte other a Burgh by hym selve. 
And so was hit never consyderyng that demys beth y graunted 

b and the money so acessyd and made levy kepte. 

and 3yt kep* .... [Torn away.] 

[2%i» copy breaks off here. Other drafts of the Articles exist in 
Rolls VI I L and /X., the text of lahich differs from tlie foregoing 
to so great an extent that it has been tfiought best to print them 
[No. XXXI.] 



XXXI. 

The Mayor's Articles of Complaint against the Bishop, 

Dean, and Chapter.*^ 

[Draft.] 

Article I. 

For the fufst article of theire grevous compleyntis the saide 
Maier and Cominalte seyn that there as where the tenantis and 
inhabitants of the saide Bysshop with ynne the sayde Cite and 
suburb of the same ben cessable and chargable, have be cessed and 
charged, and of right oughtc to be and yet ben w* the citeseyns 
and inhabitantis of the same cite, and hath ben used levy therof to be 
made by the Mayer and such as he hath assigned and deputed 
therto yn alle manor dymes citeseyn spendyng and the fe ferme yf 
nede be, and alle other taxacions talliages and chargis as well to the 

■ The text of these articles is taken from two draft copies, neither of which is quite oom- 
plete. The articles seem to have been revised again, as the text of the first, second, 
and fifth articles found in No. XXX. differs very greatly from that here given, and 
the Bishop's answer evidently refers to the former text. It is to be regretted that no 
complete copy of these articles as finally corrected can be found. 
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kyng oure soveroyn lorde graunted and so hath be yn the tymes of 
hia noble progenitours as of alle other contribucions and chargis 
w' yn the saide cite and ns parcell of tlie same. And nowe the 
laste specially asacssying and payment of half a dyme, whiche was 
assessed and pnyd yn inaner and fourme as by long tyme favorabilly 
hath bedone : but the foreayde Mayerand Commiriatte moato greTOusly 
compleyne of ij tymes next there be fore of cessyng and paynge of 
dymea, one yn the tyme of John Coteler beynge Mayer and another 
tyme William Upton beynge Mayer; at whiche both tyniea the 
tenantis of the aeide Biashop w' other were warned to come to the 
Gildchalle, as by longe tyme hath be done, to asscssynge of the 
sayde dymes. And as tochyng the aayd Bysshoppya tcnantis they 
come noght, ne no wyae wolde come to asseaae ne paye with the 
sayde cite atte the ij tymea aboveseid, but by one M' Henry 
"Webber wrongefully of mere malice and yvell wyll and by com- 
maundemenl of the aaide Biashop manassynge the sayde tcnantya 
as well as yn other charges yf they deede the contrary [to] putt« 
ham oute of theire tenuris, and so they durate not come settc ne 
paye as they hade be woned to done. 

Article II. 

More over the sayde Mayer and Citcscyns scyn that by com- 
maundement of the sayde Bysshop and speciall rule of the sayde 
Master Harry, assessyng and levy was made amonge the aayde 
Bysshoppia tenantia of ij dymea as a cite or a burgh by hym self, 
and so was hit never, consideryng that dymea beth graunted but of 
, citees and burghisj and the money so assessed and made levy keple 
and yet kepeth to the use of the said Bishop to grete hyndryng 
and anyntyaement of the same cite, upon the whiche the sayde 
Mayer and Citeseyna made ante to the sayde Byshoppis counseill 
and most apecially to the sayd Maister Harry yn ihe moate gode 
and yesly wyse that they cowde, praying hym of his gode frendship' 

unci majultniliip] •ruH'l. 
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to h*Ipo to refoiirme dm wrongw aboresayde, The snyde Mayster 
Harry right tihort«ly weywardly and angerly answered seyyng 
that tho mydo Mayer and Citcseyns shold right noght hare a do 
w' ihe aaydo Bynhop^iia tenaQtis w* yo the cite and suburb of tbe 
Mtnin, no the aayilo tenantia W the sayde Mayer and Cileseyna, but 
only Iw crparwl and diftynrte awey fro the sayde cite, seyyng 
rurthcrmore Uiat wo sholde have nywe tldynges yn shorle lyme, 
mcnynp aa vro conceyved eithen a nywe' charter that the sayde 
Itywhop hsth purcliawd sithenj-s, Nertheles by Bpcciali prayer of 
tho »ai(i<> Mayor and t'it<«eyna metij-ng for the beste hit was prayed 
and grauntc for a trayne thai these materi sholde be put upon the 
■aydo Byethoppyi coimscyll and the counseyll of the saide cite, and 
ao lii t honpeil yn tn-ty by longc tyme ; under which entrety the nywe 
foraaydo charier was purchased to grete hurte and hj-ndryng to the 
aayde Mayer and Citejvjiia ; we praying* you oure lorde Chaun* 
cellor most Bpe'eially and you oiiro' lordis to considre alle the 
wrongos comprehended yn thys article, consydcryng that the seide 
wrnngo of nonpayement of (he seide dymea ys alle the grounde 
ciiuse and bejfynnyng of all the grctC debate that hongeth now by 
twcnc the scidc Bysshop Dean and Chapyler and the seide Mayer 
and Cyteseyns ;'' for by fore the tyme of begjiinyng aturyng and 
movyng of the said Bysshoppes officers and specially of tlie seide 
Meystro Harry of thees forseide maters, he was the most goode and 
blessyd Loide and Bysshopp beat wylled and set and moat good doo 
and lyke to have done that ever we had there, and so we truat to 
Godde with yourc goode lordshippes woll* be yet. 



.wfull - 
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Article III. 

Itam the seyde Meyer Baillira and Comminalte corapleyne hnm 
and Beyn that where they and theyer [predecessoures] be seasyd 
of tyme that no mynde ye of a Icete as hyt ya above seide, one 
John Barton felon that feloniouply hadde robbyd the churche 
of If orchard' of a chalys and other goodes to the valew of xx li. 

and a hors at Evyll yn S atte pris of v. marke, the whiche 

goodes and catell the seide John brought yn to a tenement of the 
Bcide Bjsshop yn Exceter where the seide Meyer by hys offycera 
wolde have arcstyd the acyde John and seised the said godes but 
they were let by one John Toylcrd and other of tlie eeide Byaahoppya 
offycers and by hys coinmaundement aa hit ib supposed ; wher upou 
the seide John Berton by the said John Tylard and officers was 
conveyed away and toke the Cathedrall Churche of Seynt Peter 
of Excetre, whiche churche ys and ever hath be with ynne the 
lybertees ffViinchees jurisdicciona and power of the Beide cyte; 
whither the coroners of the seide cyte come to take ^the knowleche 
of the said John Berton ya felonyea abovesaid* aa ever hath be usyd 
to done there as well as of abjuracions and to corowne prisonera ded 
yn the Bysshop ya prieonn. And when the seide coroners cam to 
take the confesayon above seide they were let by strentfie of one 
S'' John John and Pyers Carter and many other myneaters and 
clerkes of the seide churche by commaundement of the seide 
Bysahop Dean and Chapiter so that they myght nought doo theyre 
ofiyce there atte that tyme. And so the seide John Berton by 
them was brought yn to a hous y callyd the Bakehous and so con- 
veyhid and brought hym oute of towne. Also wher the aaide 
I diverse tymes cam to the Bysshop ys palyce to have 
coroned diverse prisoners beyng ther yn the seide Bishop ya prison 
ded and yn especiall one William Wey ; atte whiche tymes by one 

•Mopcbird— llni BriHen " Stohlegh Pome«j." In VIII. it wu fimt vritlen 
D Fin P«jn," >nd ■llered lo " Sloklegh Pomeray." 
I »boieii»id — Drigiti»lly " the «ide Jolin Brrtan ji eontnaim." 
M 2 
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Wauter Herte and other as senrauntez of the eeyde Byshopp and 
by hys commauodement they were let to do theyre ofijce there, 
and the seide prisoners bo ded buryed uncoroned. And as touchyng 
the Beide gooiles and cattail wayff y-lcft yn the neid Bysshopp ya 
tenement, ther was kept with atronge hande by the seide John 
Toylerd and other of the seide Bysshopp ys offycers and so wrong- 
fully to the use of the salde Bysshop aa hit is supposed* kepyth Iiyt 
to grcte hurte and hynderyng of oure soveraigne lorde tlie Kyng and 
the seido Meyer and Comminalte, 



Article IV. 
Item the seide Meyer Baillifs and Comminalte compleyne ham 
that wher by the grnunte of Kyng Edward the ferst one of the 
progenitoura of oure soveraigne lorde the Kyng that now ys and by 
graunte of the seide Meyer and cytiseyns of the seide cyte of Exceter 
the seide Bysshop Dean and Chapiter that tyme beyng hadde lycence 
to enclose the cimitary ther as hit more pleynly apperyth yn a com- 
poaicion ther of made. Afore whiche grauntez the Meyer and 
Cyteseyns hndde and yet ought to have a strete y-called Fyssh strele 
whiche lyvth with ynne that they calle the prosyncte of the cloos of 
Seynt Peter of Exceter and with oute the seide clmitery; yn whiche 
strete of tyme that no myude ya the ffysh market of the seide Meyer 
and Comminalte was woned to be holde''; the whiche strete streccheih 
fro a yeate callyd Seynt Martyn ys yeate dyrectly un to the towne 
wallea to a grete defcnsable towre ther ; yn the whiche strete the 
said Maire and cyteseyns by the seide Dean and Chapiter buth let 
to holde thetre marketea now as we have be woned to doo ; yn whiclie 
way, as well as yn other places with ynne the seide cloos and cimitery, 
they have made diverse purprestours aa steyrcz and gardyns and 
yncroched londe contrary to the composycyon above seide ; and yn 
eapeciall the ende of the seide Fyssh strete encroched all the hole 
wey thurt over for a court place to the mancion of the Archidcacon 
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of Coraewaill as hyt apperyth openly ; bo that the seide Meyer and 
cyteseyns may nought have theyro way as theym ought to have to 
the towne wallys and y" Towre forseide. And also yn the cj*te 
they have made a purpresture yn the Hye strete of the seide Cyte v. 
stalys of Ix. fote long and more an'i iij. feete yn brede" yn the Jbr 
part of a new tenement'' above Seynt Stephyn yschurche of Exceter 
wher was never no stale but a stony walle of the leynthe above seide. 
And another purpresture made by the commaunderaent of the seide 
Bysahop as hit is supposed yn Bolehil strete yn a place y-called the 
Bysshop ya rent yn the fore part of whiche rent ys a long stony wall 
of cc. fote of lenketh and tnoche more, yn the whiche walle buth diverse 
shoppezwyndowes ofolde tymchadde,theleveB therofgoyngynward, 
and none other ne never were, yn to now late the seide Bysshop hath 
Bet oute of purpos a grete bulk stale, a purpresture. The whiche 
purpre.stnre with all purprcstures above seide ' etanden and been set 
upon the grounde of the seide Meyer and citczeins without lycence 
of theym asked or ■'hadde to the hurt* and disheritson of the seide 
Meyer and Cyteseyns abovesaid.'' 



Article V.* 

Item the seyde Meyer and Comminalte compleynyth that wher 

the Dean and Chapiter of the Cathedrall Churche of Seynt Peter 

• " *nd ■ penljM of the ume leynthe "] tmied. 

*ThB " No* loB," now oceupiod bj Meun. Green uid Co, dnpan, kc. 

' uid ■ tree al[jd *,a elme by cue Andrew Cbalvedoa by commaundetaBnt of thr wld* 
Byiihopp Iste ya pollyd pored ind kul sUe itoudyDg. 

' hkdda to aboTenid] thia wu originally : "And ftlio the aeyde BynLop huh en- 
CTOkchrd yn dyvene plMM of uche ITee u he claymelh when hyl neier aa wu u ona 
place Hini tynie called Somrr ya pluoe now Wynard ys place lonK^yng to hyi almeihoa* 
objche place parcell thei of yi tenement nf the feide Bjsahop and parcell nought. Tkyi 
and alle wmngei aboTe leide yi yn disherytjng and greious damsgo of the leido Mayer 
and Dyteaeyni and comminalte." 
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of Exceter have a cloister jojTiaunt to the seide Cathedrall Churche 
with ynne the equare of nhiche cloister ys a voide plac« y- 
called " the Praicll," jn the whiche ya comyn sepulture whenne the 
cymytere fltandith pollute; thrugh whiche cloyster was a comyn 
waye for the sayd ilaior and Comminaltc yn to the aaid Cathedrall 
Chirche and the said cloyster a place of praier and devocyon to praie 
for alle the sawlya was bonys lieth yn the said cloister and prayell 
atte tyme of dyvyne servyce doyng in the saide cathedral! churche ; 
but now right late the saide Deane and Chapitere the dorys of the 
saide cloister have stoppid and closid contraiie to the gode usagis of 
all holy churche, the kyngea lawe and the use afore tyme hadde 
and ayenst al good pollecye, 

Article Vi." 

Also the said Maicr and Comminalte compleyneth where late 
was sette yn the cymytere of the Cathedrall Churche of Seyot 
Peter of Excetre a grete drie fryth almoste evyn junant to the bale 
side of the costlewe billyng* and yn the cheiff place of the citee of 
Excetre iherto enclose and enclosed a gret parcell of tymber, the 
whiche fright" atte the stroke of ix. atte clocke yn the ahortestez^ 
tyme of eere yn the nyght, alle the close yeatia beyng faste y ahet, 
aa hit aught to be by a compoaiciou ij. owris before, by on of the 
mynyateris of the said Cathedrall Churche was sette afire, and began 
to brenne, and yf hit hadde had hia course lyke to have sette a fyre 

■1 ■ Ann ot tbe >outb p4rt; of tlie olafitrr of the ulds Citfaftdnill tot Ko^ng wklkjrng 
Uonwt oommunlupion and prayan by all the clojiler for Hid yn to (bs wide Cathtdnll 
bj y. deryi, thml i* la Hye, thkl nan yn the Wot and South party of Ifaa ulds CatbcdrdI, 
that other Mtte nnt yn the South a^enil a tumbe y-called the Erili lumhe of Davoniblr*, 
ftt alle tymea whan the doiyi of the taide Cathedrall bane open ; then the wide Dauia 
ud Ohapilre Iha doryi of the laide olayMir have (topped and e1o»d eonlrarj to tta« 
Kyngea lawn and the use afora lyme had and ayeiiil all gode poljtj. 

• Tut rrom VIIL and IX. 
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and brcnde the oheif and grete parte of the citee. And yet hit was 
wid by the said mynystcr and other minystrcs of the said Cathedral! 
Churche to noyse and disslaundre the said citee that hit vroa selt« 
afire by men of the same citee to brenne the aaid Cathedrall Churche. 
And hit provith noght so by ihutyng of the aayd cloys yea^s. And 
by that that the said Cathedrall Churche stant a buc shote fro and 



I 

I 



Article VII* 
AIho the said Slaier and Comminalte compleyneth that where 
the said Byssliop ya seysed of a gardyn lyyng to his paleya 
and the said Dean and Chapitere of iij. other gardynea, of the 
whiche said iij. gardyned of the said Dean and Chapitere on lyeth 
to the mancyon of the Archdekne of Cornewayle and a nother 
lyeth to the mancyon of the Chaunceler of Excetre and the thirdde 
lyeth to [the] mansion of the Archedcacon of Excetre; the whiche 
iiij gardyncs lyeth fro a lane y-oalled the Freren lane jiinant a long 
by the Towne Wallya almoste to the Sowthe gate of the same 
citee. Atte two endys of whiche gardynes and by twyne every 
gardyn so ayunant apon the Towne Wallya ya a walle thurte and 
buttyng a yenat the Towne Walle and a poatemc yeate therynne, 
the [whiche] wallya and posternys by the Maier and Comminaltfi 
by force of a composicion and as the coinposicion woll, have be 
made and ofte tymes repaired and amended, and ij lokkya and keies 
yn and to every yeate, one*" kaye of every yeate remaynyng to the 
said Maier and Comminalte and a nother to the Bysshop and so to 
every of the personya ecclesiasticeria forsaid to this entont that the 
aaid yeate aholde noght be settc opyn but atte the Maier ys will 
ouna yn a eere a yenate the comyng of the Maier to over Be yf 
eny nede be to repaire the towne wallya. And yf eny nede be to 
repaire, to atande opyn duryng the lyme of repeiryng as yn the 
■aid composicion more openly and pleynly aperith. With owte 
the procyncte of the said Bisshop ys garden snd yn Uie nid wall 
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of ExceWr have a cloyster jojnaunt to the seide Cathedrall Churehe 
with ynne the square of whiche cloister ys a voide place y- 

called " the Praicll," yn the whiche ya comyn sepulture whenne the 
cymytere Btandith pollute; thrugh whiche cloyster was a comyn 
wayc for the sayd ^laicr and ConimiDalte yn to the said Cathedrall 
Chirche and the said cloyster a place of praier and devocyon to praitt 
for alle the sawlys was bonys lieth yn the said cloister and prayell 
alte tyme of dyvyne servyce doyng in the saide cathedrall churehe ; 
but now riglit late the saide Deane and ChapitcTe the dorys of the 
saide cloister have stoppid and closid contrarie to the gode usagis of 
ell holy churehe, the kyngea lawe and the use afore tyme hadde 
and aycnst al good pollecye, 

Article VI." 

Also the said Maier and Comminalte compleyneth where late 
was sette yn the cymytere of the Cathedrall Churehe of Seyot 
Peter of Excetre a grete drie fryth almoste evyn junant to the bak 
side of the coatlewe billyng'' and yn the cheiff place of the citee of 
Excetre thcrto enclose and enclosed a gret parcell of tymber, the 
whiche fright" atte the stroke of ix. atte clocke yn the shorteslez'* 
tyme of eere yn the nyght, alle the close yeatia hcyng foste y shet, 
as bit aught to be by a composicion ij. owns before, by on of the 
mynysteris of the said Cathedrall Churehe was sette afire, and began 
to brenne, and yf hit Imdde had his course lylce to have sette a fyre 

mt ■ don of the saulb pmrty ot tbs al0T>Ler of the ulda Cithadnll far goTng walking 
\tmt*l aommuniiucioD ud prajan b; nil Iho plujtter Iot uid ja ta Ihs «ids 0>th«dnll 
hx u- ^"T*- ^*^ ■■ '° X'JX- f^f o"" T" t''" W**> '""1 S"'"!' P*^ of t^* "'<<■■ Calhadnl), 
that other Htle n«C jn the aout)! ajtiui a tumba r-oLled Iba Brlii lumbe of Dcvoiuhlra, 
tt alle tjnstt when tha dorji of Iha uida Citliedrmll bana opan i (ban Iba Mlde Dwoa 
aad Cbipitre tbt dorja of Iha uido clojMer h»B itoppad and elaawl Mntru7 to th« 
Kjngn lawe and (b» uao sfure Ejime had and ayi^nit all goda policjF. 
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and brende the cheif and grele parte of the chee. And yet hit wm 
said by the said mynystcr and other minyatres of the said Cathedral! 
Churche to noyse and disslaundre the said citee that hit was sette 
afire by men of the same cit«e to brcnne the said Cathedrall Churche. 
And hit provith noght so by ihatyng of the sayd cloys yeatis. And 
by that that the said Cathedrall Churche etant a buc shotc &o and 



Article VII.« 
Also the said Maier and Comrainalte compleyneth that ^here 
the said Bysshop ys seysed of a gardyn lyyng to his paleya 
and the said Dean and Chapitere of iij. other gardynes, of the 
whiche said iij. gardyneS of the said Dean and Chapitere on lyeth 
to the mancyon of the Archdekne of Comewayle and a nother 
lyeth to the mancyon of the Chaunceler of Excetre and the thirdde 
lyeth to [the] mansion of the Archedeacon of Excetre; the whiche 
iiij gardynes lyeth fro a lane y-called the Freren lane junant a long 
by the Towne Wallys almoate to the Sowthe gate of the same 
citee. Atte two endys of whiche gardynes and by twyne every 
gardyn so ayunant apon the Towne Wallya ya a walle thurte and 
buttyng a yenst the Towne Walle and a posterne yeate therynne, 
the [whiche] wallys and postemys by the Maier and Comminalte 
by force of a composicion and as the compoaicion woll, have be 
made and ofte tymes repaired and amended, and ij lokkys and keiea 
yn and to every yeate, one '' kaye of every yeate remaynyng to the 
said Maier and Comminalte and a nother to the Bysahnp and so to 
every of tlie personys ecclesiasticcria forsaid to this entent that the 
said yeate sholde noght be settc opyn but atte the Maier ya will 
ouns yn a eere a yenste the comyng of the Maier to over se yf 
eny nede be to repaire the towne wallya. And yf eny nede be to 
repaire, to stande opyn duryng the tyme of repeiryng as yn the 
said composicion more openly and pleynly aperitb. With owte 
the proGjmcte of the said Bisshop 3^ garden and yn ^e nid wall 

• Tail (rem YIU, tad IX. • ona] m, Vlll. 
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there ya the moate costelew defence and moste stately' towre ofulle 
the City, of the saide Maier and Comminalte well heled with led and 
housed for a. right gode mansion to be ther yn. The whiche towre 
late was rcpayred to the coste of the saide Mayer and Comminalte 
of XX li, and more and right a strongedore w' lokke and keye made 
therto and fast y shitte to this entent ther to bryng yn stuf for the 
werre and defence of the cite and other thyng more of the saide 
cite ther to be kept atronge saf and sure. The which dore of the 
towre w' the other v. postern doris, the whiche t. dorya buth com- 
prehended yn the saide composicion, ofte tymes have be rcpayred 
Slid amended to the grete coste of the seyde Mayer and Comminalte, 
and aa ofte as ever they have be repaired ever anon they have be 
right spytefuUy broke up by the Bisshop and Dean and Chapitre 
aforesaid, and the dore of the said towre at all tyme and yet is so 
Btondynge open and fakettea hors and dong and myche other un- 
godely ihyng by commaundement of the said Bisshop broghte 
theryn ; bycause of fie whiche J>e said towre is likely to be destroyed 
and fall a down to grete hyndryng of the said cite yn repaire yf 
hit falle of ni* ti. and the said v, postern doris so broke up, oo suche 
lok and keye as they woll is sette yn every dore to iheire pleisaunce 
disporte and yese to go yn and oute when ever they will contrary 
to the aaide composicion. By the whiche yeatis full ungodely 
cariage as auspecious men and wymmen have be laddc yn and oute,'' 
and divers men that sholde have be arest conveyed awey by that 
wey' to right grete hurte hyndryng harmys and damage to the 
saide Cite. 

Article VIII.'' 

Item the Mayer and Comminalte compleyneth as tochyng the 
Freren lane aboveaaide, the whiche is a longe lane lyyng a longe 
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by and yn the bakside joyntint to divers mansions of divers chanons 
of the cloa longyng to the said Dean and Chapitre ; the whiche lane 
is ceverall grounde of the saide i[ayer and Comminalte and parcell 
of theirc fe fcrme and wey to the towne wallis (or the repair of ihain ; 
yn to wliiohe lane oghte no dore ne yeatc open be w' oute licence of 
the Alaier and Comininalte; the said Dean and Chapitre in the 
wallU of the saidc mansions yn to the saide lane have made divcre 
doris w' owtc licence of the said Maier and Coraminalte, by the 
whiche doris by the said Chanons dwellyng yn the said mansions by 
commaundeinent of Jf* said Dean and Chupitre is caryed oute so 
moche erlhe robill and donge and other fylthis of thciie jilaccs that 
the eayde wey ys dytte, that no man ther yn may well ride ne go 
ne lede cariage to the wallis, to grete hurte and hyndryng to the 
saide Mayer and Comminalte: and also yn the saide lane was a grete 
oomyn gutto' lyyng doepe underncth a long thurgh the lane almost 
to the lane ende and tben turned thurte westward thurghe the 
mansion of the Archidiacon of Cornewaill to thcire grete comyn 
gutto' lijTig yn y saide Fissh strctc havyng issu thurghe the towne 
wallis ; the whiche gutto' lyyng tlinrgh the saide lane ordeyned 
for to defende' reyne water and other of Strike stret and of many other 
divers placis and mansions grete part of the saide cite ; the whiche 
gutto"" goyng thurgh the Archidiacon of Cornewayll ia mansion as 
hit is abovesaide first by one Slaister John Gorewyll Maistcr John 
Waryn M' William Tilliam S' Richard Kclyer and other som tyme 
chanons of t** said churche there dwellyng by commaundement of 
the Dean and Chapitre the saide gutto' hath be broke and for dilte 
and the stonys therof by tham take and bore away so that the reyne 
water and other of Strike strete and other places abovesaid may noo 
have his course as hit hath be wont to have to grete hurte and noy- 
saunce etc. 

Article IX. 

Also otte fore ende of the said Freron lane open yn to 
Strike strete ys a brode yeate for all maner cariage yn to the 
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towne wallis, the whiche yeate is the yeate of the Maier and Coin- 
minalte and by tham ot theire grete coste y-made ; of whiche yeate 
aboUe DO man have no fceye nc intcreSBe but the aaide Mayer and 
Comminalte and Buche as they wolde yeve licence thcrto. The 
which yeate by the saide cbanona Iiavyng doris » ya to thai lane as 
hit ia above aayde and their servnntcs that beth nyghte walkera 
riato's and brekers of the pes, by corotnaundement of jj" Dean and 
Chapitre hath be brok up and suche lok and keye as tham luate to 
have made therto atte theire plciser. Atte whiche yeate bothe be 
nyghte and by daye, and by nyghte most specially, fiill ungodely 
cariagc ia caried yn and oute as suapecious men and wymmen mennys 
wyvis and servantes specially ; who to whom and where hit sholde be 
write yf honeste were. Alte whiche yeate also ofle tyrae hath be 
grete affrayes and debate and like to have be manslaghter, and 
divers nyghte walkera and riato's comying out at that yeate yn to 
the cite and ther have made menyaflrayesaBsautes and other riatouB 
myagovernaunce ayenst the peea and y broke oute over the towne 
wallis, and myche more myscliif like to falle by that yeate w' oute 
better remedy had as well as at the brode yeate of the clos of Scynt 
Peter of Exccter whiche oghte to be ahitte"* and alio ]>' ycates alle 
V '^yS^^' "^ '•'* apperotb by composicion therof made ; wher now ys 
by p^ said clos myche nyght wacc!iyng and other riatous mysgovem- 
ance, the wiket of the same yeate stondyng open ahnost alle the 
nyght and a taverne that is called Bevys" ia taverne evyn joynyng 
to w' ynne the hous of the yeate ; out of whiche wyket yn to whiche 
taverne corayth the grete part of alle the riato's of the clos priestes 
and other as S' Uobert Bokynham S' Richard Martyn S' Lewys 
Wulssheman John Panton and other, and auche noyae affrayes and 
debates by tham there made that one William Upton late Maier of 
the saide Cite and other neghebo's dwellyng aboute beth foule 
accomhred therof and y-lette of theire nyghte rcste, compleynyng 
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to the Muyer therof auyyng that tlier is like to falle myclie more 
myschir there and that thoy wulle avoyde theire dwellyng placia 
there w' oute better remedy liad : and all this riottea governance 
and moclie of tlie other mysgovernBnce abovesaitl is upon boldcnysee 
off the said ny we charter purchased and abst.ynance of areates above- 
■aid. 



I 



AllTlCLE X. 

Also the saide Maier and Comminalte complcjneth that the saide 
Bisshop by bis officers drawylh yn to his courlys as well his 

Court Cristian as Court Baron yn Excetcr divers accionj 

and maters that longcth not to be determined there but before )>• 
said Maicr and Bailljfls, and yn cspeciall yn his Court Baron plcea 
of the Crowne and other pices and maters that longcth to a lete 
' where he hath no suche power ne jurisdiceion and the amercia- 
mentes issuys and proffita therof comyng taketh to his awne use yn 
disherityng etc' 

Article Xi. 

Also the saide Mayer Baillifs and Coinminalte compleyneib where 
that they and theire predecessours have had assize of bred and 
of ale and coreccion therof and of all other maner vituill as parcell of 
theire view yn ]>' saide cito and suburb to setle pris, forfcte, dampne 
and excute as the lawe will, the saide Maicr and BailHQs have used 
at alie tymca when they woldo to go aboute tlie cite to make serche 
of mysgovernance of vitaill and specially of bred and of ale and of 
wyne, yn the whiche they ha\'e founde ofte tymes grcte defautes, 
and specially yn wyn, as well yn the Bisshoppia paleys, wyn by hia 



■ Whan le Me. — eriginaltji " at tbe wliicbe be bMb no power lo determine locbs 
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officers ofte tymes being ther y put to sale yn retail! y-solde durer 
than Kit aughte to be solde and ayenst the ordinance of the saide 
Cite and the Kyngea cry by the Maier therof made, and so yn S' 
John Morton is hous, chanon of the aaide churche, and other divers 
chanons there and tenantes of the saide Bissliop yn the saide Cite," 
the whiche ivyne bo solde ayenst the ordinance and cry abovesaid 
have be forfetable to the aaide Maier and Comminalte.'' By the 
whiche wyne so solde the saide Maier and Comminalte loste theire 
cuatumes one at theire port of Exemouth iiijd. of every pipe 
parccll of theire fe ferme that is there y-boghte to be solde ayen yn 
grete or retail!, another is custum of the saide Cite called wyne 
gavetl of every pipe ^olde yn retaill xij d. And also ofte tymea 
hath be fonndc eorrupte wyn not hole for mannys body dampn- 
abill and sholde have be dampned and by way of execuciou caste yn 
the cancU ; the whiche execusion the tenantis of the saide Bisshop 
dwellyng with yn the saide cite and suburb of the same by com- 
maundement of llie saide Bisshop have Icttc and disturbed the saide 
Maicr and Baillifs so that they myght do none execucion. The 
whiche cori'upte wyn hath he carried to Topsham and there y-shipped 
and so lad to Burdeaux ther to be put and nielled among nywe wyn 
as hit shall be wcl! proved yf nede be. And also they have lettc to 
prove to trie and weye sale bred made by the said tenantis of )>« said 
Bisshop accordant to the statute therof made, by force of whiche the 
saide corruptc wyn hath not be put yn execucion as liit aughte to 
be and the sillers of the saide wyn bakers bruera and other mye- 
governers abovesaid belh unpunyahed yn disherityng etc. 
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Dbaft of Article IX. of the Mayor's Articles op 
Complaint." 

Item the seide Meyer and Gomminalte comployne tern and seyn 
that whcr they and theyre prcfieceasoure cyteseyna of the same cyte 
of tyme that no niynde renneth have hadde and by lawe ought to 
kave 05 parcell of theyre ffcc ferme all nianer tolue of all maner 
marchauudyse opentyd and layed to sylJe yn every place of the 
Cyte and siiburbcz ther of aa well with ynne the Biiide Calhedrall 
Churche and Cimitery as yn any other place of the seide Cyte, yn 
ihe whiche churche and cimitery diverse marehauntez that bryngeth 
theyre marc-haundyses to towne to sylle yn tymes of feyrez have be 
ever woned and usyd specially when that grete multitude of peple 
ftnd muche marchaundyse coinyth to the Cyte, to ley opene bye 
and sylle diverse marcbaundisez yn the seide churche and cimitery 
and speciall yn the kyng^os bye way tber as atte Welles Salysbury 
and other places moo, as disshes bollys and other thyngges lyke and 
yn the seyde churche ornamentes fpr the same and other juellya 
oonvenyant therto ; of the whiche raarchaundysez the Dean and 
Chapiter forseide began to take and toke diverse tolne of diverse 
men, one Kicbard Setter juler, and John Tomer of Tyvcrlon and 
Other. Wher apon the seide Meyer and Comminalle grevously 
compleyned them atte that tyme and so hyt was put yn dayyng and 
apon arbitro''3 araongo other alle and grete debatez he fore that 
tyme hongyng ; the whiche arbitro's atle that tyme ordeyned that 
ther aholde be no aoche tolne custume ne other dute tber to be take 
by the seide Dean and Chapiter with ynne the seide churche and 
cimitery. For anger and evyll wille wher of the seide Dean and 
Chapiter by theyre mynesters and servauntes ever sythen have put 

• Tli« tut of this utidla !■ (roDi Roll So. tX. It U •truck tbroueh with tb* pen, and 
wu not inKHid in Ibe u-ticl« delitered to llie Chancellor, u no nodes of it or IIm 
■ubjMl ol it i> U' b* round In Ihe Bishop '■ ansnun. 
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oute all eoche marchauntez and marchaundisM contrary and ayenst 
the olde ruell and use to gretc hurte hynderyng and damagez to the 
eeide Meyer and Coniniinalle and distruccion of thcyre seide feyrea 
and markettez. Atte whiche tyme of entrety the seide Dean and 
Chapiter cowde nought saye ne ley for theyra tliat the seide churche 
and cimitery was no parcell of the seide cyte so that the eeide 
Meyer and Comminalte myght take ne make levy of no eoche 
custume ne tolile tber. But atte the ende and concluaion of the 
seide grete entrety and goode accorde and love j-hadde, the seide 
Dean and much part of the Chapiter with theyre counsetl of the 
one part and the Meyer and Styward with the more port of the 
xij. men govemera of the seide cyte with theyre counseill of the 
other party, thus bothe partyt-s beyiig present yn the Cathedrall 
Churche of S<.-ynt Peter of Exccter, the seide Dean and Chapiter 
most specially prayed yn tokyng that ther sholde never no more 
debate be by twene the seide partyes thut the seide Meyer and 
BaylyiTez yn all that they myght goodly shulde absteyne and for- 
bere with ynne the seide churche and cimitery of all manor arestya 
as touchyng the chanons and all thoo thai buth of abyte and theyre 
mynysters and scrvauntez familiars fro tyme of aessyng of owrc 
lady belle yn to tyme that cumple whcr done. And so of ryght 
good wille to that entent as hyt was desyred was graunted and 
sythcn observed and kept and yet ya duryng the lymc of thya 
entrety, the whiche now ys layde ayenat uh yn evydence, seying that 
we never made ne oughte to make arcst ther, the whiche ya to the 
Beide Meyer andComminalte grete vexacJon hurte and hynderyng and 
to myagoverned men ryatoura and brekera of the pees grete bolde- 
nesse and hath be cause of divcrae affrayea that have be made bothe 
yn the churche and cimitery and yn eapcciali by one Richard 
Whiterow affrayc made by hym apon John Ilowdon servaunt of 
Harry Helyer smytyng hym with a dagger with ynne the clooa 
yeate yn the eygge by twcne the cimitery and the cyte alio moat 
anon to the dethe, wherof we most grevyously compleyne us 
bcsekyng you oure gode Lorde Chaunceler and you ouro lordes 
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•tbifl to refourme and redresae yn eschewyng of ynconvenyence that 
inyght folwe therof.* 



The Answeks of the Bishop, Dean and Chapter, to the 
Mayor's Articles. 



<s Aniwera ol the Bi»hap of Ihe C>lhod»ll Chin; 


of Sunt Petre in Eicetn 




te Bjeai hem purpoied bf 


Baill^b and Comminalto uf Ihe Citco ot Eicelre. 




Article I. 





As to tlie first Article of tlie saiiie JIaier Baillifs and Comy- 
nalto tlio saide Bissiiop Dean and Chapiter seyen that thei doute of 
Vaapasiona being atte Excestre and bo attc Burdeaux and Jerusalem 
to sille XXX Jowca hodes for a peny ; and the! sey that trewe it is 
that the saide nowe Citee of Excestre was of old tyine a Burgh and 
atte all tyines hath be, and is aunceon demene, but never under the 
name of a citee byfore the stallacion of Leofrik in the said Cathe- 
drall Chirch, first Bisahop ther stalled by the hondes of Saint 
Edward and Edithc hia Queue, which Saint Edward cursed all 
such that in any wyse fro the suidc Cliirch withdrawett eny right 
or ayens the saSde Chirch maligne ; atte which tyme the saide Chirch 
Cimitery paleys and other londes and tenements longing therto 
were separate and distinete fro the saide Citee and no parcell 
therof as it appcrcth in the Bokc of Domus Day ; afore which tyme 
ne seth was no maycr ne fee ferme bore for the saicle nowe Citee to 
the progenitoures of our Soverayne Lord the King unto the regne 
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of King Henry the Thirde, butte the rentz and rerenoes comyng of 
the Baide lowue nowe Citee were answered to the noble progeni- 
toiirca of our saide Soverayn Lord in their Escheker a«e Wcst- 
muiiit4!r a» of panic of the shire of Devenahire by the honds of the 
Sherevc of the eame shere for the tyme being and by none other as 
it Appcrelh by mutier of recordc in the gaide Esoheker ; alle which 
iymc the Bisshop of Exccstre that tyme being was seised of the 
■aide Chirch Citnitery pe.lies lunda and tenements aforsaidc and all 
hii predecoMoura afore him were seised of the same coniyniieily fro 
the tyme of the laide Saint Edward ; which Chirch Limitery palies 
lands and tenements ben named and knowen by the name called 
the Biuhopes Fee, othcrwyee called Saint Stephen's Fee, distincte 
and separate fro the suidc Citee and outc of the jurisdiccton of the 
iamc, withoute that that at the dayes or many dayes setthen tyme 
of myndo any such Mayer DailUfs and Comminalte as the! aurmytten 
where yn the suide Citee knowen by the name of Muier and Com- 
rninalte. And there as the saide Mayer and Comminalte seyeu 
that they and their predecessors citezeins of the same Citee have 
had and hold the suide Citee in fee ferme of Oure Soverayne Lord 
the King that nowe la and his noble progenitours oute of tyme that 
no myiido is ; the snide Bisshop Dean and Chapitre seyen that 
byforc the tyme of Richard King of Almayn which had xiii" ix* to 
hit sustcntacion attc will of his brother King Henry the Thirde and 
no thing elU in the saide Citee over xxv" xii' vi* comyng of the 
rent of the saide nowe Citee yeven to the hous of Cnchirch in 
London by the gruunt of King Henry the First and Malde his wif 
pnied to them by the hcndcs of the saide Shereve, thcr was in 
ExcOfltro nether Mayer ne Baillifa ne under that name Mayer and 
Comminalte hut an auncean demene as the saide Mayer «nd Com- 
minalte have articled and the saide Bisshop Deanc and Chapitre 
confessed ; which Richard King of Almayne graunted first by the 
name of Baillifa and citezeinis the saide Citee to fee ferme, havyng 
none o)>er estate than is above rehersed ; wherfore the saide Citee 
with all the appurtcnaunces in King Edwardes dayes the thirde wai 
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seised in to the saide King Edward's hondes as more plainly ap- 
pereth in the replicacion lute made by the gaide Bissliop Dean and 
Chapitre ; in the which replicacion all other matiera of the saide 
Article be sufficeantly replied to as troiieth asketh nnd requireth, as 
well to the jurisdiccions liberties fraiinchiaes and po\¥er to hold 
plees &c,, as in their compleynts been comprehended, as to all other. 
And as to the disclaunder which the saide Mayer and Comminalte 
have putte upon the saide Hue Lucas, the suide Biashop Dean 
and Chapitre seycn that thei know him for no such misgoverned 
man, neither thei knowe in no wyse of afi'ray that he shutd make 
upon Richard Attewode attc the Glide Hall dore ner of cny arrest 
ther upon him had after the manner and fimrme that the saide 
Mayer and Comminalte have articled. But thei scyon that thei 
tnowe well that the saide Hue was furiously dreven into the saide 
Cathedrall Chirch by officers and other of the saide Citee with 
swerdes daggers and other invasif wepen uyens the pees drawen, 
the mynysters of the saide Chirch the same tyme being in theire 
habits atte divine service, which mynysters as prestees ought to do 
in all tliat thei godely myght laboured to save the saide lines lyf, 
being in right grete peretl therof, withoute comaundement or 
knoulechc of the saide Dean and Chapitre or eny harme doing or 
mcnyng to ony maner officer of the saide Citee or in cnywlse 
Bmyting eny man or mace ; but one of the saide officers violently 
with a oustrell smote one John Pawton a mynyster of the saide 
Ciiirch upon the hede, he being in his habite ; by the which and oihec 
abhomynable mysgovernaunce thcr made by the saide officers the 
saide Chirch was peluted in maner and fourme as it more pleinly 
appereth by the examynaclon therupon had and by the Article of 
replicacion of the saide Bisshop Dean and Chapitre late made &c. 



Article II. 



Item as to the seconde Article of theire compleints the saide 
Bisshop Baieth aa he seide in his thirde replicacion &a. withoute 
CAHD. 80C. O 
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that that the saide Bisshop atte cnj tyines hath had or kept eny 
part of Buch money so aette to his owne use. And there aa it is 
supposed by the saide Maier Baillifs and Comrainalte that eoy such 
dyme which ahuld be due in William Upton's tyme was with- 
cJrnwen, hit waa paicd and dclyvered to the saide William Upton 
and by him receyved as depute of the Kinga collectoura in the 
shire of Devenshirc by the bonds of Water Uert BaiUif of the saide 
Bisshop. And as to the paiement of eny dyme in ihe tyme of the 
saide John Cotiller, the saide Biasbop saleth that the tenants of hia 
saide fee were not warned to come to the saide Gild Hallo to the 
assession therof, and that the saide Maier and Comminalte assessed 
and sette the saide tenants, in whom thei had no such power, of 
malice to a importable suine otherwise then ever tliei were wont lo 
paie, so that ther would have remayned in the saide Maiers bonds a 
grete sume therof above the saide dyme, like as there hath remayned 
in other Maiera honda aomtyme vii" suintyme C B^ld sumtyme more 
Biimtyme lease. But the saide tenants offered to the saide John 
Cotilier as depute aforesaide by the lionda of the forsaide Walter 
Hert Baillyf to paie and yet be redy to paie aa inich as thei were 
wont to paie to fore and he refused to reeeyve it. And as to all 
other conlurbuciona and charges comprehended in the saide Arti(;Ie, 
the saide Bisshop saieth that his ealde tenants were never contri- 
butaries therto, ne ought to be in forme as the saide Maier and 
Comminalte have declared ; for aa moche as the aaide fee ia separate 
and distincte fro the saide Citee and no parcel! therof, as it is above 
reheraed, And he seieth that tlie sute made by the saide Mayer 
and Comminalte for to have oppressed and enthralled the saide 
Bisshop Dean and Chapitre and theire mynysters and servants by 
the Bute of a bill which is to shewe was and yit is cause of the saido 
stryvos and debates and no feyned tretice ne other raatier sued or 
done by theire parlie, hut principally by tlie wilfull labourc of John 
Shiliyngford, nowe being Maier, in whoos tyme ever hath be grete 
troublll to the grete hurt and losse of the saide Chirch and Citee. 
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Item as to the thirde Article of tlitire coinpleyiitB the saide 
Bisahop saieth that he and hia predecesBourB have be seiaeJ of tyine 
that no mynde is of a Ghirch called Suint Fetre in Excetre a Ciini- 
tery annexed Jicr to w' a palcia and ojier divers londa and tenements 
called Saint Stephyna fe, oJ)erwise called the Bisshop's fe, yn and 
nought of Excestre but distincte and separate fro the same; within 
which he and his prcdcceBSOurs fro tyrae that no mynde ia hathe 
and have had view of Frank Flcgge weif and straif and all other 
proSts longing to a viewe, and one Water Ilert Baillif of the saide 
Bisshop toke the saide hora and cbaleis to the use of the saide 
Bissbop as goods weifed by the saide John Barton within the saide 
fee. And as to the corayng of cny coroner of the saide Citee 
within the saide fee Chirch Cimitery and paleys or ony parcell 
therof for to take eny knouleche of eny felon or sight of dede man 
tonvycte witbin the saide paleis, ilie saide Bisshop eaieth that the 
coroners of the saide Cite have no jurisdiccion witbin the saide 
Chirch Cimitery paleys and fee, but only the coroner of the shire of 
Devonshire, for as moche as the saide Chirch Cimitery paleis and 
fee ben separate and distincte fro the saide Citee. And as to the 
remenaunt of the matier conteynyng in the saide Article, the saide 
Bisshop saieth that him ought not unswere therto by the lawc. 

Akticle IV. 
Item as to the iiii. Article of theire compteints, the snide Bis- 
shop Dean and Chapitre saycn that ther is no sucb strcte called 
Fissh Strete within the Close of Saint Petre in Excestre. And 
also tbei scyen that ther is not ne never was eny maner market 
hold within the saide Clooa ne witbin no partie tberof. And tbei 
seyen that thei never enctocbed in no wyse to theire saintuary eny 
grounde of tbc saide Maire and Comminalte. And as to the eii- 
croching of the ende of a way which thei call Fissh Strete, the saide 
Dean and Chapitre sayn tliat there is no auch ttrete called Fissh 
o2 
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Strete, but the Btretc lliat tKei call Fiash Strete is called Saint Mar- 
tyns Strete otherwyse called Clianons Strete ; attc which ende ther 
hath ben a wall and a brode yate in the saide wall fro the tyme that no 
niynd is, by the which yate citczeins of the saide town atte all tymea 
as nede rcqiiyreth have had and may have by reaonable wamyng 
free comyng and going to repaire the saide towne and wallcs 
withoute lettyng of the saide Dean and Chapitre. And as to eny 
purpoature made by the saide Dean and Chapitre in manner and 
fourme as the saide Maier and Comminalte have declared, the 
saide Dean and Chapitre eeyen that the punysshment'of all pnr- 
posturcB within the saide Gitee longeth to the King and not to the 
saide Maire and Comminalte. And over that the seycn that all free- 
holders within the saide Cltee of tyme that no mynd is, which have 
eny houses or tenements in the saide Citee, have used to make stalle* 
in all stretes joynyng to the saide houses and tencmentes so it be no 
noysaunce to the Kinges liege people. And so thei being seised of 
the saide nywe tenements made onto the saide stalles in the Kinges 
Hie Strete joynant to the saide tenement nat noying the Kings peple, 
which be the same pnrpostiires that thei compleyn hem of. And 
as to the purpostiire which is supposed to be made in the Bisshopes 
rent, the saide Bisshop rent is within the saide Saint Stephens fee 
distincte and separate fro the saide Citee. And as to eny steires or 
paluis made within the saide Chirch Yerde or Close, yif eny such 
bee, the said Bisshop Dean and Chapitre understond that such staires 
paleia and gardeina within the said palises in no wyse shuld cause 
the saide Mayer and Commynalte therof to complain or to be greved 
for aa moche as the saide staires paleys and gardynes be within the 
procincte of the Ciraitery which is no parcell of the saide Citee but 
distincte and separate fro the same. And the snide Bisshop Dean 
and Chapitre ue none of hem never made within eny place of the 
saide Citee eny purposturea stalles or wyndowes upon eny grounde 
of the saide Maire Baillifs and Comminalte. 
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Article V. 

And as to the v. Article of tlielre comployntes, the aaide 
Dean and Chapitre aeyen that within the saide Cloister, which is 
well walled and glased, is a Chapitre House and a Library compre- 
hending a quarter of the said Cloister which ia within the procinctc 
of the saide Cliirch and Cimitery and no comon wey but oute of 
the jurisdiccon of the saide Mair and Co minynnltc, which Cloister 
dores atte all tymes have be shctte except tymes to goo in procesBion 
or to the Chapitre House or to the said Library or eny other such 
resonable tyme; atte which tymea and in eapeciall in tymc of dyvyne 
service, ungoodly ruled peple most cnstumabely yong peple of the 
a^de Comminalte within the saide cloistre have exercised unlawfull 
games as the toppc, qucke, penny prykke and moat atte tenya, by 
the which the wallca of the saide Cloiatre have be defowled and the 
glas wjndowes all to brost, as it openly sheweth, contrarie to all good 
and goostly godenesse and directly ayens all good policy and nyens 
nil good rule within the aayde cloyater to sufTre eny such myaruled 
people to have comune entre which spare not withyn a quarter of a 
yer to pollute the saide Cimitery and their saide raoder Cathedrall 
Chirch, not eschewing to doo the same within the saide Cloyster 
w'oute that that the saide Maicr and Comminalte or eny of their 
predecessours ever had thourgh the saide cloistre eny comune wey. 

Article VL 
Item to the vi. Article of the compleinta of the saide Maire 
and Comminalte, the aaide Bisshop Dean and Chapitre aeyen that 
the saide Article is but a feyned matier to puttc their offence fro 
hem self and to disclaundre the mynysters of the saide Chirch, 
which offence proveth to be done by the consent of some of the 
saide Comminall« for as moche as one of hem atte curfew tyrae, all 
the yatea of the saide Close stonding open and and the weket of the 
brode yate an oure after aa it ought to be, atte the Utell stile came 
yn to the saide Close and broght fire in a sho and sette the saide 
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'■'tgg^ s fire witlmi wU^ ms x^ wonh trmber of the eaide Dean 
u) J Chttpim B gfi'^ and bf die ome wejr na oute ayene sej'ing 
ihkt ke WIS wped bj m nmnabK oCAe side Chirch, which as God 
vniald IB all kui qwnched Ae mink £» and fo excluded all mis- 
dwB llwffbj^ l&e ta bare &n M w«)e O the mide t)-mber and tene- 
■CBta of Aeakle CUvekH biMii^ oftlie aide Ctlee; vithoute that 
Aat taf BWB of the sude etose Iwtb Bojsed snd discUimdrcd the 
Bude C^Bee to bcense ibe aide CUicb but only have reproved euch 
mysgoTcmsnee witboote sbt (fisdauader aa ««s done La tliis behall', 
■0 tnatk and gfaieSKsot mjaitetb. 



AntCLK Vil. 

IlUR 10 iKe Tik Article ot' tbai compleynts, the saide BissHop 
DiMka and Chapue aeyvn tltat well and trewe it is that thei 
and liter predeceesoun hare be seised and ao ought to be of §uch 
iiii gardyna and poetien dor^s speceGed io the iaide Article, the 
which poetren doi«s joinantly oughie lo staodc and be maynteyned 
by the saidc Mair and ComniynsJte In the saide huttyng wall and 
in none other place contejnrng the brede of a kernetl of the saide 
towne wall, ones a yere by the wamyng of viij.dayes to have a way 
by the saidc postrons to OTcr se the towne walles and none other 
U80 except tyme of vrerre, which postrons and brede of the saide 
buttyng wall so ol' duete to hare be repaired by the saide Klaier 
and Coiiitiiinalte by their fro ward nesse to evell enient stiffred the 
sai'lo pustrone and part of wall to fall down and to lie opyn for 
dctnuto of repiiracion to thentent that thei nivght have fre cornyng 
in to the saide gardins atte their owne will and to icync inatiers of 
disolnundre upon inynysters of the snide Chirch contrarie to all 
godencBse and to the saide composicion ; whieh Mayer and such 
dredcfull people of his commynalte be the inysgovcrned people and 
yncomers that thei spoke of and none olher; withoute that that thei 
the said Maier and Comminalte in euy tvme this C. yere have doo 
or made cny repsracion in the aaide postrons towre and dore of the 
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saide towre, and without tliat tliat the saide Bissliop Dean and 
Chapitre or cay of iheir serviints in eny wise have broke eny lokks 
ot dores or in eny manner have harmed or hurt the saide towre 
after the fourme by the aaidc Maire and Commynalte articled ; but 
for their owne honestc and necessite for deTaute of reparacion aite 
their propro costes and expenses have repaired the eaide walle bo 
fallen doivne and made dorca in their sovcrall grounde by the 
which the saide Maier and Comniinalte many yeres have had free 
yn comyng and such cherisshing with all gentilnesse as Chanons of 
the said Chirch coude make hem in such wyse that aa for that way 
thei ought feyne no niatier ne cause to compleyn hem of. 

Article VIII. 
Item to the viii. Article of the saide Maire and Commynalte, 
the saide Deanc and Chapitre seyen that sothe it is that such 
a lane lielh bytwcnc the mansions of the saide Chanons and Friers, 
which lane is no severall grounde to the aaide Maier and Commi- 
nalte but comon to all such Chanons as have mansions adjoynyng 
to the saide lane, there thourgh for to make theire oariages atte their 
ease and liberte wilhoute eny lycence of the saide Maier and Com- 
mynalte thereupon required to be asked ; withoute that that the 
saide Deane and Chapitre or eny other man by theire comaundement 
have cast eny such rowble or uncienly things in to the saide lane or 
eny goter there have broke up or stones in eny wyse therof have 
caried awey. 

Article IX. 
Item to the ix. Article of the saide Maier and Comminalte, the 
saide Deanc and Chapitre seyen that the trewe it is that atte the 
saide lane ende is a yate which perteyneth to the saide Friers and 
not to the saide Maier and Commynalte ne to their charge of repara- 
cion but therof to have a key to over see the towne walles, and the 
saide Friers to have another and the Chanons the thirde, by the 
which key so being in the saide Mayer's waide, yif eny nyght 
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walkers hcikenera or any mysgovemed people or mysgoverned 
women have come ya or cute atte the saidc yate, wiihoutc that that 
thei have knowc eny other such people by the saide yate to come 
yn or oiite which shulde noyse or disclaunder eny per^one dwelling 
there witbynne, or eny such mysrule used by cny persone of the 
saide Close atte the aside Beaiifits Taverae, bi?ing a taverne in the 
wide towne and without* the saide Close aud fee. "Wberfore it 
were y part of the saide Maier, yif eny sucb mysrule and bawdery 
bee within the aaide taverae, yif he be clere in his owne persone, to 
complcyne and to see that it were corrected and amended ; withtn 
which taverae the saide Deane and Chapitre have no such corrccion 
ne knowe eny such myaruled preistee using the saide taveme as be 
speceGed in the saide Article ne none so inysruled persones within 

the saide Close as he that is cause and yever of cnsample 

to all such mysgovernancc.' 

AitTiCLE X. 

Item as to the x. Article of the saide Maier BailUfa and Com- 

roinalte touching holding of eny pi the eaide Bissliop 

saicth that no luwe putte him therto to answere. Natwithstendi 

yn his saide Courto spiritual noon other plees but as hem 

ought to doo. And where as seyen that the saide 

BiBsbop hath no Icte but a simple Court Baron in Excctre ; 
therto the snide Bisshop saieth that he and his predecessours of 
tyme that no mynde is hath and have had in Excetre a viewe of 
Frank Plegge as it is more pleynly above rehersed. 

Article XI. 

Item as to the last and most disclaundcrous Article, the saide 
Bisshop saieth that it is none other but mater of disclaundre 

if eny mysrule hath he within eny tenure of his in the 

saide Citee of eny mater vitaill yn especiall among other of bred^ 

* ThU kppun to bs theanivsr ichioh Sblllingford apeakf of M p. IS. 
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ale and wyne or any suchj the punyFshment and correccion therof 
perteynetli to the said Bisshop and of tyme tliat no inynde is hath 
be corected in Courtes of the saide Biashop and his predecessoura 
and yn no wyse by the saidc Mayer and Commiiialte, within which 
tenements the saide Mayer and Comminalte have no jurisdiccion 

eorreccion And the saidc Bissliop sai«th that neither he 

ne none other by his cotnaundement never sende b . . . . t wyne ne 
none other to Topfam ne to Budeux as the saide Mayer most dis- 
daundcrly hath surmytted. 



XXXIV. 
TuE Mayor's Replications to the Bishop's Answers. 

TluH bath the repplicuaoi of the Maier Unillib and CommiiAlteDf thaCilec of E>o«tr« 
to (b« Anaweris of tbe Bjuhop Deui uid Chapitra of the Calliedrsll Oharclia of 

Article I. 

The seide Maier Baillifs and Comminalte seyn that alle the 
roaters conteyned in their furate Article is gode and true as they 
ben and woli be at all tymes redy to prove as your full notable 
diacreci^ns woU rule them to bothe by mater of recorde prescripcion 
and other wyse. Hot as to that they seyn that the seide Ciiee was 
never under tlie name of a. Cite a fore the stallacion of Leofrike 
there furate Bysshop and that Scynt Edward accursed alle suclie 
that yn enywyse fro the seide Churche withdrawyn eny right or 
ayenst the seyde Chnrche malygne, the suide Mayer Baillifs and 
Comminalte seyn that the seide Cite was knowyn by the name of 
8 Cite as hit appereth by olde croniclis and as hit ys write yn an olde 
table the which hongeth yn quere of the seide Church writen thus 
Anno Domini XLix" Vaspasianus cum exercitu Romano Civilatcm 
Exonieoctodiebusobseditsed minime prevaluit, Arvirago Rcge civi- 
bufl prestante auxiltum. And they supposeth right well that Seynt 
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Edward accursed and knowjth right well yndede that they buth 
accursed alle suuhe that yn enywyse fro the seyde Churche wil- 
lyngly and wyttyngly withdrawith or buth wyllyng to withdiawe 
eny right fro the seide t'hurche or malynge ; and the scide Maier 
and all the hole Comminalte and the Mayer moat specially pniyeth 
and ever shall praye God and Seynt Edward and all the Seynta in 
hevyn and yow to do the same aswell as all they that withdrawith 
or wold witiidraw eny right fro the seide Cite ; and they Beyn that 
a fore Leofrike is tyme and yn the tyme of monkia of the order of 
Seynt Benet there dwellyng and possessed of the seide Churche and 
alt thyngs therto bclongyng, was and at alle tymes afore that of 
whiche no lyine of mynde is nother at that tyme was, Blode tailed 
named and reputed as a Cite and ao conceyved and knowed ; at 
whiche tyme the saide Churche Cimitere Paleys londis and tene- 
ments bclongyng therto were have be and yet of right ought to be 
yn and of the saide Cite and parcell of the same, not separate nc 
difitynct therfro ; withoute that hit is conteyned yn the boke of 
Domesdey that they were separate and distyncte fro the seide Cite, 
and withoute that the Bysshop and his predecessours tyme of Seynt 
Edward were possessed of eny suche fe as they seyn ; of the whiche 
BulRciant provts at alle tymes of recorde shall be redy to be had. And 
as to the fe ferme answered to the progenytoura of Ourc Soverayn 
Lorde the Kyng, they seyn that they and theire predecessours hilde 
the seide Cite at fe fcrme yn the tyme of \\'illiam Conquerrour 
as hit appereth of recorde ; afore whiche tyme, thenne of tyme that 
no mynde was, they and theire predecessours haddc holde the seide 
Ciic lo Fe Ferme yn like fourme. The whiche Fe Ferme by tyme 
aboveseide hatli be made levy and payed by and to suclie persons 
OS to the seide Kynga progenytoura liked to assigne as of Fe Ferme 
of the said Cite. And aa touchyng other articlis contcjTied yn 
theire seide compleynt, the whiche the Bisshop Dean and Chapitre 
have answered yn theire repplicacion as they seyn, the seide Maier 
Biiillifs and Comminalte seyn that the inatcr yn the repplicacion of 
tlie seide Bysshop Dean and Chapitro to their rejoynder made ys 
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not sufficiaotly answered ; the whidie they romytte to youre grete 
wisdlomys and distTecion? ; and as to the answere to tlie resooura 
made by Hugh Lucays, they soyii t)iat all the mater conteyncd yn 
theire compleyot is gode and true as they at alle tymes wolbe redy 
to prove after youre discrecions. 

Article IL 
Item as to the aeconde answere of the seidc Bysshop Deone 
and Chapitre to the Articlis of this seyde Maier Baillifs and Com- 
minalte, they scyn that alle the maters yn that Article of compleyntia 
and every Article of Conipleyntis wythynne the same as well as yn 
other answeris of the aeyde Maicr Baillifs and Comminalte to the 
Articlis of the saydc Bysshop Dean and Chnpitre and yn the re- 
joynder to the same, aom by matter of recorde some prescripcon and 
as hath be lawfully used, and soin by other evident writyng and 
wiinesae, shalbe proved gode and true after your wise discrecyons 
and as ye woU rule hum to. And as to tJiat the Bysshop seyth that 
eny dyme or parcetl therof sholde be payed to William Upton, som 
tyme beyng Maier, and by him receyved as depute to the Kyngia 
collectoiirs yn the shire of Devonshire by the hbndis of Walter 
Herte Baillifs of the seyde Bysshop, the soyde William Upton 
hath right faithfully scyde and we seye that he receyved never so 
ne yn none otherwyse no such money. And as to that the Bysshop 
aeilh as touchyng the payement of eny dyme yn the tyme of the 
Bcyde John Coteler that his tenantis of that he calleth his Fe were 
not y warned to come to the Gildchalle, to the assssyng therof, 
the seyde Mayer Baillifs and Comminalte seyn that they were 
warned as they were wont to be warned and as hit openly appercth 
yn the ArticUs of the seyde Mayer Baillifs and Comminalte therof 
made. And as to that the Bysshop seith that his tenantis were 
assessed and sctte of malys and yvell wyll to on ymportablc some 
other wyse then ever they wer wont to paye so that (her wolde 
have remayned yn the seyde Miiyer's hondys a grete some therof 
above the aeide dyme like as thcr hath remayned yn other Mayer is 
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houtiys some tyme vii tl. some tyihe v li. Bom tymc more eom tyme 
liisse, the seyde Mayer Baillifa and Comminaltc seyn that the scide 
Bysslioppia tenantis wer never bo sette lot favorabilly and wiih- 
ynne that Imm oiighto and myghtc have be aaseEt«<l and payed, 
ne never otherwyse at no tymc assessed ne payed then longeth 
to tham to be assessed and payed or nyth ynne, as hit shall 
be ryght well y proved by ryght gode and true witnesse and olde 
bokys therof y made, and that by assent of ham self and their awne 
assent and aggrcmcnt. How so be that the seyde Mayer Baillifs 
and Comminalte by other men rayght have assessed ham, they not 
called ihc'.rto, ne no suche raony remayned, ne hot right litell or none 
at eny tyme hath remayned, and that what' hath remaj-ned hath 
he departed ayen among suche of the porest puple that have bore 
charge and payed therto, and som tyme hath lakked ; whiche hath 
be payed with the eomyn gode, while ther was eny, as well as som 
tyraos all yn ilyscharge of the comyn puple of the seyde Cyte, as all 
shall be ryght well knowcd and proved by right gode and true 
notable evydont writyng ond wytnesse. And as to that the seyde 
Bysshop seyeth that his seyde tenantys ofFcrred to the foraeyde John 
Cotyler as depute aforscydc to payc by the hondys of the forseyde 
Walter Ilerte BaylHf and yet buth redy so t« paye as moche as they 
wer wont to paye to fore, and he refused and wolde not receyve hit, 
the seyde Mayer BaylHfs and Comminalte seyn that true hit ya 
that the seyde tenantys offcrred to the forseyde John Coieler as 
depute aforscyde to paye, and yet as they supposeth byth redyao 
to paye hot as moche as was wont to be payed before was never ne 
may bo putte yn oertyu as alle the hole Cyte ys, and that bot 
sithenyB the tyme of Kyng Edwarde the Thirdde the vi. yere as hit 
appereth of recorde ; the whiche they remytte to your wysedomys. 
And as they and John Coteler seyn that they ne wolde ne yet woll 
no suche mony so unlawfully assessed and made levy as hiiys sur- 
mytted yn the Article of the seyde Mayer Bayllifs and Comminalte 
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tlierof made, yn no wyse ruceyve, and ihat was the cause that the 
Beydo John Cotcler wolde none rcceyve but refused the seyde 
unlawful profTre. And as to all the remanent of the seyde Article, 
the aeydc Mayer Bayllifs and Coinminalte 5eyn thai tliey woU prove 
hit gode and true as hit ys aboveseyde yn this same repplycacion. 



Articles III. IV, 

Item as to the thirdde and fourthe Answeris of the seyde 
Bysshop Dean and Chapitre, the seyd Mayer Bayllifs and Coramin- 
alte seyn that the mater conteyncd yn their acydc Articlis shall 
be BufEcyantly proved gode and trae soni by mater of recorde 
and some by mater of recorder and som by prcscripeyon and as hit 
hath be lawfully used and som by other evydent writyng and 
wytnessc ; the whiche they answer not hot by mater of travers ; bot 
wher they seyn that the punysshment of allc purpresturys longeth 
to the Kyng and not to the seyde Mayer Bayllifs and Comminalte, 
they seyn that of lyme that no mynde is the Mayor Bailllfs and 
Comminalte and their predecessours have hadde and of right aughte 
to have alle maner puaysshementys and avantagys of alle maner 
purpresturys withynne the seyde Cite and precyncte of the same, 
the -whiche they buth redy to averre and prove. And as touchyug 
to theire surmys that every freholder yn the seyde Cytc have used 
to make stallis yoyant to theyr tcnemcutis yn maner and fourme 
yn the seide answeris contcyned, the seyde Mayer Baillifs and 
Comminalte seyn that theyr seyde answer ys no sufficient prescrip- 
cyon ne answer suffycyanl yn lawe; the whiche they puttc yn your 
wysedomys. And aa toiichyng eny suche stallys to be made ayenst 
eny freholde, they seyn thai no freholder aughte no sholde of 
ryght make no stallys ayenst theyr freholde withoute hit hadde be 
used and accustomned of tyme that no mynde is or by leve of the 
seyde Slayer and Comminalte. And they seyn that the housys and 
tencmcntis whiche the seyde purpresturis beth made and y hadde 
buth bot of right late tyme and withynne tyme of mynde bulled 
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and ncrer none before. The whkbe leaenents wiJ pnrpnstum 
butli nlle ya and of and jwrccll of the scide Cite 

AUTICLE V, 

Item aa to T* Answer to the Article of the seyde ilayer Bail- 
liffs and Coniinalte, they eeyn that all the mater comprehended yn 
the scydc Article ehall be eSectually proved gode and true. And 
aa to that they seyn that the seide Uaier and Comminalte hadde 
never comyn wey ilmrgh the seyde t-loyster, they seyn that withynne 
tyme of mynde ther was no suche Cloyslcr iher hot all opya 
Churclie hey and a comyn wey over yn to the seide Churchc ; and 
as to the remanent of the mater comprehended yn the ^de answer, 
the Euide Muyer Baillils and Comminalte seyn that they by the 
lawG buth not bounde therto to answere. 



Abticle VL 

Item as to the ri. Answer of the seyde Bysshop Deane and 
Chupitre, the seyde Mayer Baillif? and Comminalte seyn that all 
the mater coiiteyned yn their Article is gode and true and not 
fuynod ne to disclaunder no mynester of the seyde Churche. And 
yn Bpecinll that the Close yeates and the litell stile most specyally 
wcr y shitte as hit is comprehended yn the Article therof made; 
withoute that cny Buchc came yn atte lytell stile beryng fyre in a 
nho as they flurmyltcth or yn eny other wyse, and that shall be ryght 
Well and truly proved. 

Article VII. 

Item as to the vii* Answer of the seyde Byaahop Deane and 
Chapitre, they Bcyn that all the in[atcr in the] seyde Article con- 
teyned is gode and true as hit shall be ryght well proved by ryght 
gode and .... writyng and witncsse. And as to that they seyn 
that the postern dorys epecefied yn the seydo ar[tiL'le] sholde bo of 
the bredc of a kcrnell of the seyde towne waltis and that by the 
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frowardness to yvell [entent] suffred tlie aeyde posternes and part 
of the wall to fall adown and to lye open for defaute of reparaciun 
[to the] entente that they myght have fre comyng yn to the Eeide 
gardyns at their owne will to fa[yne maters] of disc^launder apon the 
minestera of the seyde Churche, and that the comyng yn of the 
Mayor [and] suche dredeful puple of his Comminalte sholde be 
the mysgovemed puple and yncomyers that the Mayer and Com- 
minalte complcyn of yn their article, and that they for their owne 
necessyte for defaute of reparacion atto their awnc propre costeya 
and expensis have repayred the seyde wall so fall adoun and y 
made dorys yn theyrc severall grounde, the scide Maier Baylifa 
and Comminalte seyn furst that the seyde dorya sholde be of the 
brede of the thickneese of the towne wall withynne the kemcllia of 
the same, and that no suche wall fill adoun for defaute of reparacon ; 
bot right late Maystcr John Druell, Archidiakne of Excetre, tenant 
of oon of the seide iiii. gardyns ther hit ia supposed oon sholde fall 
adoun, drewe adoun a suffioiant wall and dore larger for his awne 
yese and disporte and nil at his awne wyll, and oon Mayster 
Robert Boson, aom tyine Clmunceller of the Cathedrall Churche of 
Excetre, beyng tenaunt of oon of the said itii. gardyns, stopped 
up oon of the dorya stondyng an high upon the wall of the 
towne and made another postern dore allowe yn hia gardyn for 
his better yese and disporte going yn and oute at, that dore; 
the whiche stoppyng of the dore the Maicr and Comminalte ever 
sithen have suffred and go yn and oulc when tyme hath be at 
that other aide dore, excepte this yer that he wolde not, and thogh 
he wolde he waa forbode and lette by the tenant of the seyde 
gardyn. And this buih the posternys dorys and wallis fall adoun 
for defaute of reparacion and y-made upon their severall grounde 
at their propre costys and expensis repayred that they eompleyn 
ham of, wilhoute that the Mayer and Comminalte of frowardnesse to 
yvell entent suffredde the seyde posternya and part of the wall fall 
adoun to fayne maters of disclaunder apon the mincaters of the seide 
Churche, and wilhoute that the Mayer or eny of his Comminalte 
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be eny suche dredefull and inyfgoverned puple and yncomyers aa 
they speke of; for the puple that the Mayer and Comminaltc yn their 
divers Artit-lia meneth and compleyne ham of, their namys not 
specifycd for noyse and disclaunder that myght come therof, ys ne 
buth their Holy Gostly Fader the Bysahop ne Deane ne Chapitre ne 
noneoftham ne hot right fewe of theirmynesters ne servantis farayliara 
that such noyse and disclaunder aa hit is supposed aholde be to, bot 
right grcte and worthy of the contrey and suche as have be wonte 
to be called worthy of the Cite of Excetrc and other to grele harme 
hurte hyndryng noyse and disclaunder of M ti and moehe more ; the 
which all shall be proved gode and true and parccU as the lawe 
wyll bytwene party and party, prayng yow my Lorde Chaunceller 
yf hit please your gode Lordesabip by mouthe to knowc hit &c. 
and all yn dcfaut of kepjTig of the seyde ycatis postemys dorys. 
Wherfor we the Mayer Baillifs and Comminalte of the Cite of 
Exceatre praying yow cure Lordc Chaunceller moat specially, and 
yow oure other Lordis Justisea, to comaunde our Holy Fader the 
Bysshop Deane and Chapitre to auffre ua yn pees and godely to 
amende and repayre alle such yeatys and dorys as wo of right and 
of lawe aught to amende and repayre aa hit shall be right well y 
proved and yn especiall alle the dorys and postemys apon the towne 
wallis y-specefyed yn their vii" Article and two dyvers lokkis and 
keyes to be sette apon every dore to be opened bot onys yn a yet 
after the fourme effecte and entent of a compoaicon therof made 
and to avoydo alle yn and oute comyers bot as by the compesicon 
aboveseide. And that they may have make rcpayr maynner use 
and occupye to their awne use and do as they woll and aughte to do 
with and yn the same tour comprehended yn the scide vii. Article 
aa well as the dorya and posternys after the fourme effecte and 
entent of the seyde composicon as lawe right and reson requyreth, 
the whiche tour and dorya yn their Article of compleyntis as bit 
is compleyncd ys not withseyde. 
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Item as to the viii* ix" x" and xi' Answers of the eeyde 
Bjsshop Deane and Chapitre, they seyn that all the mater con- 
teyned yn the scide Articlis, aa well aa yn the Articlia above- 
eeyde, buth go<l and Iru as hit shall be well proved, as hit ya 
Bpocefyed in the furst thridde and fourthe repplicncions: and as to 
that they seye that the yeate atte the Freren Lane ende pcrteyneth 
to the Freris and not to the seyde Mayer Baillifs and Comniinaltc 
ne to their charge of roparacion and by the keye yn the seyde 
Mayeris warde yf eny nygbt walkers herkeners or eny other niys- 
govemed pupie or wyminen have come yn or owte atte seyde dore, 
that they have come by avya and ordynance of the seyde Mayer; 
and also as to that they seyn that it wer the part of the seyde 
Mayer, yf eny suche mysrule as ys comprehended yn the Article or 
bawdry, yf he be clere yn his awne person, to coinpleyn and to se 
that hit wer corrected and amended, and that they knowe none 
suche mysruled person as he that is cause and yevcr of cnsampell 
of all suche mysgovernance ; the Mayor Baillifs and Comniinalte 
aeyn that the Freria have no yeate ther ne kcye, ne none aughte to 
have, ne never they ne none other man hadde, ne anghte to have 
bot by the Mayer and Comminalte, and that the Mayer and Com- 
minalte at alle tymcs have made the seyde yeate and rcpayrcd hit as 
all shall be right welt proved by right gode open and evydent 
writyngs and witnease, and that the Mayer ne no man that they 
surmytteth apon hadde never keye therof whcrby eny suche mys- 
govemed puple sholde come yn or owte. And the Mayer aeith 
that true hit is that hit is his part to correct* and amend suche 
mysgovemance as ys sunnytted yn Beaufitz is Taverne all that 
longeth to the Kyng and to his pees withoute leve y asked. And 
he seyth that he knoweth right well he hath be right negligent and 
sparyng theryn as yn other offencys meny and dyvers, supposyng to 
the worlde warde I'or the bcate duryng the tyrae of this entrcty. 
Bot savynge the commaundement of yow my Lorde Chauncellei 
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and other lordes, he woU amende hit as sone as God well yeve hym 
grace and tyme to as the lawe woll. And as to his clere lyv3mg yn 
his awne person and cause yever of ensample of all suche mys- 
govemance, he seyth that God wote who ys cler of his Ijrvyng " quia 
nemo sine crimine vivit " and prayeth the causers doers and wyllers 
therof 6very man furst to se his awne defautis as well theryn or and 
as well as yn other defautis grettere and more perill and offence 
then this, and he that f3mdeth himself cler, caste he the furst ston 
as yn the Gospell, and do he has the Mayer shall for his part, 
bysekyng yow my Lorde of Canterbury as Archebysshop Prymate 
and hedde of all Churche of Engelonde and his High Holy Gostly 
Fader to amytte hym to his purge for the grete parte of the 
mater of disclaunder that ys thus disclaundely of yvell wyll openly 
putte apon hym and that for the love of God and yn wey of charite. 

The articles of complaint being answered and replied to, the proofs 
appear to have been stated. The following ^^ Articles of Proof" and 
the answers thereto have been found. 



XXXV. 

The Bishop's Articles against the City to prove that 
THE Bishop's Fee is distinct and separate from 
THE City. 

These maten folwyng prove that the Cathedral Churche of Excetre aud the Cimitere 
thereof and also the Bysshoppis fee there, otherwyse called Seynt Stephenys fee, bath 
distyncte and ceparate fro the Cyte of Excetre. 

I. Furst hit ys conteyned yn the boke of Domjrs Day " quod rex 
habet in Exonia ccc. domos xv. minus ?c. Episcopus habet in 
Exonia xlvij. domos duas acras terre et dimidiam %." whiche maketh 
the seydc Churche Cimitere and fee, so that the saide boke provyth 
that the Bysshoppys tenementis were frank fe and cevered fro the 
Kyngs aunceon demene, whiche aunceon demene maketh the seide 
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Cite as the Mayer and Comminalte of Excetre have supposed before 
this jm theire awne writyng. 

II. Item William Conquerrour and alle his heiris hadde the seide 
Cite yn theire awne hondes as there aunceon demene distyncte and 
ceparate fro the seide Bysshoppis tenementis tille the ij^ yere of 
the reynyng of Kyng H. the thirdde duryng whiche tyme somme 
yeris the Shirivys of Devonshire accompted of the issuys and proffitis 
therof yn the Kynges Excheker as parcell of the ferme of the shire 
and somme yeres garde3ms of the seide Cite, as hit appereth of recorde 
yn the Escheker; all whiche tyme the seide Bysshoppis tenementis 
were not claymed to be parcell of the seide Cite. 

III. Item none of the Bysshoppes of Excetre nother theire tenantes 
of theire saide tenementis paied never rente nother didde eny ser- 
vicys [to] the lordes nother to the gardeyns or possessours of the 
seide Cite as tenantes of aunceon demene doth to their lordes. 

IV. Item the seide Bysshoppis fro the tyme that noo mynde ys 
have hadde a Court yn theire seide fe and lete and vyw de franke 
plegge, as shall be proved by olde rollis therof, and coiTeccion of 
brekyng of assise of bred and of ale and of assauts and of alle other 
articlis longyng to a lete, and wrytts of right sy wed there ?c, 

V. Item the citeseyns of the seide Cite hadde never libertees ne 
custumys before Kyng Harey is tyme the thirdde bot as Burgeyses 
and tenantes of aunceon demene sholde have ; at whiche tyme 
they were worthy and thrifty puple and suffred the seide Bysshoppes 
and theire tenantes of theire seide fe to be yn pees till afterward 
nywe charters were made to theyme. 

VI. Item the Citeseyns of Excetre hadde never the seide Cite 
to fe ferme before Kyng H. ys tyme the thirdde ; at whiche tyme 
they by coloure of a voyde charter made to theym therof by Richard 
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were frank fe and cevered fro the] Kyngea aunceon demene. The 
whiclie the ?eide Maier and Comminahe eeyn is noo prove that the 
[seyde Cliurche Ciniitere and fe ne tcnaunts] buth frank fe separata 
and distinctc awey fro the seide Cite and that tliey rcmytte yn' to 
your grete wise [domya]. And yf hit so were by reson hit eholde 
be called Seynt Peter is fe, and so waa hi t never, nother the Byashop 
is fe as they now claymeth hot long sithenys tynie of mynde. Bot 
if eny fe be hit hath be called Seynt Stephens fe as the seide 
Bisshop hath siippoaed and claymed yn bis furat and seconde articlis 
of compleyntis, and annexed to the Churche of Seynt Stephen of 
Excetre hcd place of the seide fe, as of olde tyme hit hath be seide 
knowed and called. Yn prove wlicrof some of the lenantis of the 
seide Bysshop holdeth and bercth rente to the seid Byaahop as by 
right of the seide Churche of Seynt Stephen and sywte and servyce 
to the seide Bysshop as by the right of Ji" same Churche; and 
somme hothe by rente sywte and servya to the seide Bisshop as by 
right of the seide Churehe of Seynt Stephen ; w' oute that ony house 
lond or tenemente hold of the seid Bisshop of that he calleth hya 
fee forseid ben liolde of the seid Bisshop as of the right of his Church 
of Seynt Peter forsaid ; and withoiitc that the Churche of Seynt 
Peter Cimitere or housia withynne the procyncte of the seide 
Cimitere berylng eny suche rente sywte or servya to the seide 
Churche of Seynt Stephen or to the seide Byaahop by right of the 
seide'' Churche noihcr the seide Churche of Seynt Stephen beryng 
eny suche rente swy te or servya to the seide Churche of Seynt Peter. 
And so hit proveth yf eny be Seynt Stephens fe, ceparate and dis- 
tyncte away fro the seide Cathedrall Churche and Cimitery, as the 
seide Bysshop hymself yn his furstc and seconde articulis of com- 
pleyntis separatly and ccverally hath supposed and claymed ; with- 
oute that hit be conteyned yn the Boke of Domysday or Osbert the 
eecondc Bysshop of Excetre [among wother claymed or made] 
mencyon of eny suche Church of Seynt Stephen or fe ; and with- 

• td] omitUd in A. » Mide] mnu. A. 
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oute iliat eny oF the seide Bysshoppia predecessoura were Beieed of 
eny fo yn tlie tyme of Kyiig William Conquerrour as they have 
above supposed and claymed, And so the seide' boke of Domysday 
proveth right noght for the saide Bisshop Deane and Chapiter yn 
this niatcr, "and tliat they remytteth as hit ia aboveseide.'' Bot they 
icyn tlial hit proveth by that tlie Bisshop* Deane and Chapitre seyn 
m hit is contcyned yn the boke of Domesday with more as hit is 
conteyncd yn the same boke thereto yn these wordis " De tempore 
Utigli Kdwurdi Kpiscopus habet in Exonia duos acras teire et dimi- 
diam ct juccntcum terra Burgensium que ad ecclesiam pertinent," 
tlio wliiuhc lorde Osbcrt the seconde Bishop there claymed to have 
yn Seynl ICdward is tyme yn the Cite of Excetre withoute eny 
iimro M hit appereth yn the same boke of recorde ; the whiche 
londc maketh tho Bisshoppis Palcis and the gardynes annexed 
therto. And yn Kyng William Conqnerro' is tyme the seide 
Bimhop cliiymed the some londe aud a Churche beryng a marke 
and xlvij. housis beryng x5. xd. not makyng mencyon pertejmyng 
to hi» Cliurche. The whiche rentis as well as of meny other housis 
londiit and tenomentls y-holde yn the seide Cite yn hke wise somme 
of Seint Edwardia tyme and somme of thu seide Eyng William 
Conquerrour is tyme beryng custume or rente or bothen''; of the 
whiche Churches housis londis and tenementis somme buth of the 
seide Bisshoppis and his predecessours and somme of Bisshoppis of 
other dioceses and of retigeous and of erlis barons knyghtcs squycis 
and other none withseidc bot all parcell of the seide Cite and 
annexed to the same, whas namys and parcellis meny buth conteyncd 
yn a buUc annexed herto" with meny moo that ther buth, in alle 

• wltlfl] omitUd in A. >■ and lo kboveacide] omitud. A. 
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maketh the nombre of be. and moo 7c. as hit appereth of recordc. 
Tlie whichc rentis alle of tyme that no mynde renneth have be and 
yet bene parcell of the fe fermc of the scide Cite. And so hit 
proveth by the seide boke of Domesdey that the seide Churche 
Ciraitere housis londis tenementis and fe buth not franke fe ne 
ceparate ne diatincte awey fro the saide Cite, as they above have 
leide, hot at all tymes have ben and yet buth yn and of the seide 
Cite annexed therto and parcell of the same as well as of other of 
the same holdyng comprehended and made mencion of yn the seide 
bille. And yn prove that the seide Cite was at fe ferme yn the tyme 
of Kyng William Conquerrour hit proveth by these wordis ya the 
seide boke " Exonia hec reddit xviij. libras" the whiche rente so 
putte yn certeyne proveth a fe ferme. And yn more prove therof 
they seyn that yn Kyng Harry Is tyme the fiirst, sonc to the Con- 
querroure, the iiij^ yere of his regne, Mawte his Quene founded the 
hous of Crechurche yn London and yeaf to the foundacion therof 
" duas partes redditiis Exonie." And so the same Kyng Harry the 
fuTBte confermed hit by these wordes " De redditu Exonie " ?c. 
And so hit proveth fe fermc.' Bot yn more full prove therof the 
same Kyng sende a writte yn to the Barons of hia Escheker yn the 
whiche is conteyned these wordis " Sciatis me concessisse esse 
stabule (sic) donum quod Matilda uxor mca dcdit et concessit 
Canonicis Sancte Trinitatis Londonie de firma civitatis Exonie. 
Et its ^stringatis sicut feceritb de mea propria firma." The 



Moritonia— Terra Baldttioi VicecomUii — Teirn RaJulii Ponwrtj — Terra Alvaredi — 
Tens Oudeboldi," — with thii note : " The vliiche alle cimrcliu houiyi londyi and tene- 
mentu balh of ao holding u nell u rjgbl menj iroo other and d}ten» whichs ails 
paXTth thanonibre ot li. and moo berjng rente or jeldyng cnatume u all apperilh of 
recoHe jn llio iryd boke, none wjthse^d oicepl the ilvij. boiuji Kbovewyd naw ]al« ; 
the vbiche tbo Majer and Cumin in ulle K^n that all buth parcel] of the lejd Cytee yn 
and of and auneiid to the umo. And they leyn that all the ronlp afojMjd ben parcell 
of the (e ferme of the iiid Cyle, and that rent;* and ciutumfi proieth a fe ferme by 
preacripcion at that tyme. And the Cyto not yn the Kiogei hondei aa hit ya yn theirs 
aecoDiIe Article of provis eupposid." 
■ fe« ferme. A, 
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whii'lio writtc is of records wherof a copy is redy to sliewe, and 
thtisliit proveth that the selde MaierandComminaltehaddetlieBeide 
Cy te of Excetre to fc ferme yn the tyme of Kyn^ William Conquerro' 
by no graunt of Kyng bot by preacripcion, and so [at all tymes] vew 
do frnnko picgge as they have alleide yn theire furste article of tlieiie 
complpj-ntis and as hit is allowed be fore justice yn Eier • amonge 
other ihynpcs by these wordia " Cives Exoiile habent placita de 
votito iiarnio, furcas, assisas panis et servisie Ic. Et hec omnia 
habuerunt anta conqiiestum et post ;" a copy of whiche recordc 
!■ rody to showe: and yet yn prove that hit is a fe ferme, hit waa 
novoT answemd yn to the Escheker bot by rente certeyn aa hit 
ia fthovoKide and paiod by auche hondis as hit appereth yn the 
•ooondo article of the repplicacions to the answeria to the articles of 
the aoido Maiur and Comminolte or by name of a fe ferme as yn 
tlio iy'' Ivyng Harry is tyme the xx. yere of his regnc by these 
wordis " Civea Exonie debcnt xij ti xixa. de firma ville sue el vj fi 
ixl. vj d, do oadom pro dimidlo anno sed non debent snmmoneri 
quia Ricanlua'' fratcr Regis Comca Cornubie habet ^c." as byt 
Bpporith of rccorde as wel as yn the thrydde Edward is tyme, the 
vj** yoro of hia regno ; at whiche tjTue the Cyte was seisyd yn to the 
kynges liundys and the Shrivey charged wyth the yseuys and proGtis 
therof hy wrytto by thea woniys "Prt'ceptum est Vicecomiti 7c. 
quod candom civitatem capiat in manu Regis et de proficuis inde 
provcniontibuB " tc. The vrhiche were never by the Shyryvo y 
Aunswcrid yn to the Kyng, bot at hy% acconiptes therof discharged 
and the Cilec charged by thes wordis: " De qua quldem firma 
■idem Major et Cives restant onerandi"^c. And so hit proveth 
alwey it foo forme as hyt is abovesayde ; wythout that hit was atony 
tyme y aunswcrid j-n to the Eschekcr by these wordis "de profieius 
BUt do cxitibus" Jc. 

item to prove tlial the seyd Cliurche londis and tenantis buth 
noo franko To no coparatc ne distyncto awey fro the seyd Cytee aa 
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they have above supposid and leyd ;■ fiirste hit is a grete prove 
the grete and meny dyvcra provia that the Slayer and Cominahe have 
provid the cite at fe ferme and long contynuflnce as hit ys above seyd 
and leyde. And for more opyn prove the Mayer and Comminalta 
seyn that alie the Bysshoppis tenantys of that he callyth Seynt 
Stephyn ys fe at all tymes have be chargeable and charged wyth 
theym yn al moner taxacions talliagea and charges, the whiche buth 
specyfied yn al ^ theire soconnde article of coinpleyntes, and specyaly 
yn a taxe yn the furst« Edwardys tyme, the vj. yere of hia regne, of 
every mannys rente of cytees and burghea the x'" parte to the Kyng, 
M hit more opynly apperyth yn the fourth article of provys; at 
whiche tyme of asscsse levy and payment made therof there was no 
mencion ne exception y-made of no fe lond ne tenemente dyatyucte 
ne ceparate awey fro the seyd Citee, but al payed as hit ya above- 
eeyde; and the Bisahoppia tenantca specyaly aa hit apperyth by 
rollys and the commyssyon of recorde, the whicho buth rcdy to 
shewe. 

Item more and riglit openly hit proveth by this that the tenant 
of the seide Seint Stephena fe to alle dyraes y-graunted and payed 
to the Kyng at eny tyme, the whiche dymea buth grauntcd'^ payed 
and made levye bot of cyteea and burghea, the seyd tenantys of 
moBte olde tyme and sythenys bath payed, and yet yn thea dayes 
whan hit comoth, payeth, and not by tham witheayde. And so 
hyt proveth opynly parcelle of the aeyd Cytee or els Cyte or burgh 
by hym sylfc. And so was hyt never. 

Item hit proveth by that that coroners of the aeide Cite aughte 
and so have executed tlieire power that longeth to theire office of 
coronershipp as well yn the Catbedrall Churche of Excetre as ya 
alJe other placys housia londts and tencmentia with ynne the seide 
clo8 and cimitere as yn alle other housia londis and tenementis of 
the Beide Byashopis with ynne the seide fe whanne hit hath falle, sa 
hit openly proveth yn the vij. article of our provya. 
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Item liit proveth by that djvers londb and tenementis lyyng ya 
dyvers placis of the clog and amydde the cimitere of the seide* 
CathcdroU Churche, aswell as of other londis and tenementis of tlie 
tenementis that the Bisshop callcth to be of his fee, by the prc- 
decessours of the Bisshop and dyvers of his tenontis of the same fe 
have pledcd and he pleded and recovered before the seide Maier 
and Baillifg, and so stondetli seised at this day ; and the Bisshop 
specially, and the housls londis and tenementis of the seid fe have 
passed by fynes and testamentia and y-ruled at alle tynies after the 
custume of the same Cite, as hit openly is proved yn the viij. 
article of provys of the seide Maier and Comminalte and by recordis 
wherof titelynggis thereafter suyth : the wliiche recordis buth redy 
to ehewe. ''The whiche y-shewed they truste to God and to youre 
gode lovdshippia that hit shall Btoppe ham, and they not to be recey ved 
to seye the contrary nother the Churche housis londis ne tenementis 
of theiris aboveseide buth'' ceparate ne distyncte fro the seide Cite 
bot yn and of parcell of the seide Cite and annexed to the same as 
they have above proved. 

Item as to the seconde article of provys where the Bisshop Deane 
and Chapiter seyn that William Conquerrour and alle his hcJris 
hadde the seide Cite yn iheire awne hondls as tlieire aiinccon dc- 
mene distyncte and ceparate fro the seide Bisshoppis tenementis till 
the seconde yere of Kyng Harry the thridde, duryng whiche tyme 
shyryves of Devonschyre accorapted of yssuys and profytes therof 
as parcell of fennc of the shyre, and some yerys gardeynys tc. All 
whiche tyme the Bysshoppys tenementys were not claymcd to be 
parcell 7c. To the whiche artycle the Mayer and Communalte 
seyn that the contrarye of al thys artycle yn tbeire furste artycle 
abovcsayde ys suffycanntly proved 'and that they remytte yn to youre 
grcte wysdomys.' 

Item as to the thrid artycle of provys. where the Bysshop Deane 
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and CHapytre seyn that none of the Bysshoppis of Excctre nother 
their tenantys'of theyr seyd tenementys'' payed never rente nolher 
didde eny servys to the lordys as tenantya of aunceon demesne: 
Thereto the seyd Mayer and ComminalieBcyn that the seyd Byshop- 
pis and their tenantys of olde tyme hau done and payed as tham 
auglite to do and paye and as hit ys comprebendyd yn the fyrsto 
artycle abovesayde. 

Item as to tlie fourthe artycle of provySj where the aeyd Bysahop 
Denne and Chapytre eeyn tliat the seyd Bysshoppys fro the tyme 
that no mynde ys have hadde a courte yn theyr seyd fe and leta 
and vcw de frank pleg, aa ahal be proved by olde rollys therof, and 
correccion of brekyng of Assise of bred and of ale and of assautys 
and of alle other articles longyng to a lete and wryttys of ryght 
ryghtsywed there : Therto the seyd Mayer and Comminalteseyn that 
they ne have ne aughte to have hot Courte Baron, and that longeth 
tlicrto. And that is to prove by many and dyvers records aredy tc. 
And aa to all the remanent of the same article, hit ys proved the 
contrary yn the furste article aboveseyde, and yn the seconde 
article of their provys »c. 

Item aa to the fyfte article of provys, where the seyd Bysfbop 
Deune and Chapytre scyn that the Cyteseyna of the seyd Cytee 
hadde never liberties ne cuatumea before Kyng Herry ys tyme the 
thridde hot as burgeysea and tenantya of aunceon demene shulda 
have ; Therto the seyd Mayer and Comminalle scyn that they and 
tbeire predecessoura have hadde and used custumys and libertees by 
preacripcion as hit ys above proved yn theire furste article, and 
as they maye and ys proved yn the*" nexte the vj* article sywyng as 
wel yn' Kyng Harry is tyme the fiiratc as bit apperith by hys 
cbartre of rocorde that they have the same liberties and custimiya 
that London hath by thes wordya " Sciatis eos habere consuetudinea 
Londoniensium sicud barones mei ibidem nobis testantur." The 
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whichv ^ no nymn ^unt« bot proTeth a prescripcion, and h> hit ya 
KlowtMi beioK Justjfse vn ETvre. And aa toward tliat tLey seyn that of 
wlJf trnic ihi^re were ihritlT pupic yn the Cite ol' Excetre, as who 
•fvth to vvcrv Diannys andeistoadvng and als hit wol be take noo 
thrtily puplu tLciv nowe, the whlcKe i:: no muter yn subetaunce to 
KUtuwerv to ; □t-ctlit^K-a hit ah:iU be auDfiwered and declared among 
oth«r nutkTf YQ a l>uU« y-bcought lo my Lord Chaunccler. 

tlvm as to that tht'V scya that the Muyer and Comminalte of the 
fvvd CyliM Buffirtd the seyd Bysshoppis and iheire tenantya to be jra 
pc«*« i thvivto thvi Hvn thace wu^ no debate ne no cause of debate, 
but aowv ; tt.>r ll)c Bysshoppta predecessours at that tyme and all 
thvttv lt^n(Ultys didde sywis pledid and were pledid befote the Mayer 
«ud Boilyfs u tliBiii au^hte to do, uid ncrer cUymed to be ceparale 
nv dirtyucttf awvy tro the Kyd Cylee, as hit provetli by dyverse 
ifvydvui'y» aud recwdys yn our articlis of jwovys spcityed, 

Ih'in as to the vj" Articlv of proTya vhete the eeyd Bysshop 
Doanv and ChapitTv wyn thai th« cyteseyns of the Cytec hadde 
npvwr tho Cylo to Ik fcrrn* hefbre Kjug Harry ts tyme llie thrid, 
and that (buy wyn 'that the seyd Oytee was seysed yn to Kyng E. 
Ilip Ihriddu y» himdr*. And as to that they sej-n* tltat the Sliyry ve 
(if IVviiHjJiyitt wa> vharj^nl by writte to aunswere to the Kyng yn 
h_v» t'^n^hukor oi' the ywuyu antl profetys of the scyd Cyle ; and aa 
Iti tlint llioy w.>yn thai allonrard the same Kyng by his lelleis 
{Htl^nita ^niuiitid iho wydv Cyle to the seyd cyteseyns and to theyre 
•iioiviwuiira to fb fbrtno; tho Mayer and Cuuminatte scyn as to the 
•fyayng of Uw ieyd Cyto and takyng of a nywc charter, they buth 
not by (lio lavfo pxcludid to day me al the olde custumcs franchyses 
and lilici'twi by procripi-ions as they didde before. And as to that 
llwy wyn that tlioy sylhcnys have eluymed the seyd Bysshoppla 
IciioinonlyB to bo paixcll of llio seyd Cylce otherwise than ever was 
done buforo ; *tlii'y scyn never bot as ham nughte to do, and as they 
linvc provid yn tlic furetc urtitrle of provis abovescyd. And as to 
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all the remmanaunte of this article, hit ys proved yn tlieire firste 
article abovBeyd ?£,'' 

Thes aimBweris thus made writen and delyvered yn to your gode 
lordshippis, wc the Mayer and Comminaite of the soyd Cyte of 
Excetre trustyog to God that we have after the Kyngia comaunde- 
ment do writen and delyverod yn al that we aughte to do and 
dety ver, praying you of your gode and gracious lordshippis that the 
Bissliop Deane and Chapitre do the same for theire parte, that yet 
buth hyhynde of rejoynyng to our Articles and the aunswere to 
oure article of provys. And so the parties to stonde evyn, and 
over that replie to thca aunsweris, and we shall rojoyne and lete 
them do the same to oure articles of previa. And as we truste to 
God the maters by evydcncis shall be so declarid that right shall 
opynly appere. And iherapon that hit please your gode and 
grauious lordshippis so to make an ende after the fourme effects 
and entente of our Article of supplicacion yn the ende of the 
Artyclea of our Provis contcyned. And if eny [lartie be yn defautc 
let hym be so reuHd knowed and rcportid to the Kyng our soverayne 
lord ^c. And that for the love of God and yn wuy of eharyte. 

Indoried. — Copia vera. Et cxaminatur per Montegu et Johannem 
Aleyn. 

The Bishop and the Dean and Chapter put in Articles of Com' 
plaint a^aiitat the Mayor and Ciltzene, which were anavrered by the 
City, and replied to by the Bishop and Dean and Chapter. These 
articles, answers, and replication, however, are not to be found; the 
answer to the replication only has been discovered. It is as follows : 



ARTICLES OF COMPLAINT, 



The Mayor'8 Answer to the Replication of the Answeb 

OF TUB BlSHUP. 

Tbeus ben the AniwereB oC the Majer Baillifl* and Comminalte at Iht Cite of Etcetn 
to the Rcplicacion of ths AaBwerci to the Articlii of Camplejnlii of the Bighi 
Reierende leader jn Ood the Biuhop of the CalLodrftll ChurcLe of Sejnt Peur of 
Eicelro, the Dean ind Chnpitre of the uiae Chnrche. 

Aa to the Replicacion of the Biaahop of Excetre made &c. ayenst 
the Furst Answerc of the sayde Mayer Baillifa and Comminalte, 
Where the aayde Bysshop yn his rcpplicacion seylh that there was 
an Eyre holdon yn the Shire of Devonahire afore Salamon Hoof 
and his felowea atte Excetre yn the vtaa of Scynt Martyn the yere 
oi" the regnc of Kyng Edward the Furat the ix", and that the 
eayde Mayer Baillifa and CoinmJnalte were not restored by fyn by 
replevin made of the sayde liberteea and franchises. And also that 
yn the iJi* ycrc of Kyng Edward the iii^ the aaydc Cyte wyth the 
opurtenituncc waa seyaed yn to the Kyngia handya, yn whinh as after 
theirc entent the aayde libertees and i'ranchises of the sayde Maier 
and CoDiminalte shuld be expired and extynt and theyre anawere 
not aulBtiuunt : Therto the sayde Maicr and Comminalt* seyn that 
the rcpplicacon of the sayde Biaahop Dean and Chapitre is not 
sufficient yn lawe to exclude ham of theire claym and title of theire 
libertees and franchises yn maner and fourrae by tham claymed ; for 
BB moche as they surmytten nor gencrall ne apeciall seysyn therof, 
no non allocucion by Quo Waranto generall ne apeciall, ne leye no 
recordc in certeyn to conclude hem ; But for more pleyn declaracion 
of theire custumys libertees and franchises they seyn that long tyme 
afore that Eyre, by protestaclon that there ya non auche records 
aa they seyn, atte another Eyer holden atte Excetre anno tcrcio of 
the aayde Edward the Furat and atte another Eyre holden at 
Excetre anno quarto of the same Kj-ng, the Maier and Comminalte 
of the aayde Cite that tyme beyng, claymed before the Juatise ya 
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Eire at that tyino bejng, to have diverse Ubertees franchises and 
custumys and also suche Hbertees franchises itnd custumys as the 
Citesyns of London at that tyme hadde, whiche Cite of London at 
that tyme hadde all the same Hbertees franchises and custumys that 
the Mrtier and CitesjTis of tlie Cite of Excetre yn thcire furst 
aunswere and articles clnymeJ to have ; whiche were yn the sayde 
Eyrea to [hem allowed, and after that yn the sayde Eyre by the 
saydc Bysshop aleyed to be liohlen before Salamon Roof and his 
felanres at Excetre as hit appercth in the aayde repplicacon of the 
eayde Bysshop, the eayde Maicr and Citeseyna seyn that they by 
the name of Burgeyses appereil atte sayde vtas of Seynt Slartyn by 
the sayde Bisahop alleyd byfore the sayde Salamon Roof and his 
felowes, and there appered and claymed all the aayde Hbertees and 
franchises in the maner and fourme abovesaydo. And as touchyng 
the seysen by the eayd Eisshop aleyd of the sayde Cite ynto the 
Kyngs hondes the tliirdde yere of Kyng Edward the Thirdde by 
the cause of the Siiyde Bi:-shop above aleyd ; the sayde JIaier Baillifa 
and Comminalte seyn that the sayde Cite anno qninto of the scyde 
Kyng Edwardc the Thirdd waa soyaed in to the Kyngia hondys 
salvia Majori et civibiia omniliug juril/un el libertatihus »uii ; wythoute 
that that hit was that the sayde Cite was seysid into the Kyngis 
hondia anno tercio in manor and fourme aa the seyde Bisshop hath 
above aleyd or yn any other tyme before or after ; in whiche caa the 
libertees and franchises of the aayde Mayer Baillifs and Comminalte 
at that tyme of the aeyd seysone hadd and before and after were 
abode and contynued still yn theyr persons wythoute anyynterrupcon 
as they have supposed in theyre furste aunswere. Wherfore the 
eayd Maier Baillifa and Comminalte praith that ayenst the sayde 
Bisshop they may be diacharged and dismyssed and use and enjoye 
alle theyre seyde libertees and fraunchiscs as they have doon byfore. 
And there as the sayd Bysahopp seyth that there as the Mayer 
and Cyteseyna of the sayd Cite that tyme beyng, atte tlieire sute 
made to the same Kyng Edward, had by hym graunted and con- 
finned to theym by hys letters patentes whych beth confirmed by 
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owrc SoTcrayn Lord the Kyng that now ys, yn whyclie cat after the 
M)t«iit of the Buyde Byseliop ihe acccplacion of the sayde letters 
listuiitca ihuM coacludc and Btoppe the sayde Mayer and Cileseyna 
to clnym any other libcrtoes and franchises then ys conteyned yn 
lh« toydc Lffltors PaU-ntes ; Therto the sayd JIayre BuilUfls C'ltcsejaa 
■oyn that thiR mater ys nott eufficiant in lawe to conclude and stoppe 
thoyin J but that they may clayme alle the libcnccs and franchises 
thn wliycho they yn theyr furst Articles and answeris have claymed 
And ihoro us the sayd Bysshop alleggeth that atle an Eyer holden 
Biino Ix" l^dwurdi pnnii atle Kxcetcr chiymed to hold plees wylhynnc 
tlio luydti Cite dti vctlto namio and none other ; Therto the sayde 
Mayor BailHfN and Comminaltc seyn that they claytned to hold plees 
yn thi) naydt) Cilo do vetito namio, i-eturnabrevium, extracta fintum 
and uMiiu of bred and of ale amonge other libertccs and franchises 
■a thi-y have claymed above ; wytb oute that that they claymed to 
hohio plui'M do Vetito namio only and none other. And also where 
tho snyd Byiuthop alleggcth that aythcn the tyme of mynde when 
any plecs or rccordes have he broght and removed out of that Court 
ynlo tho KyngsCouit ottc Westminster the titlyng of the sayde plees 
httVO ho made *' Kxon scilicet Placita tenia ibidem coram Jlajore et 
Butlivis &o. juxta libertatca eisdem Majori et Ballivis coucessas," yn 
which cai tlie aayd Maior Builiffs and Citesyna sholde clayme to 
have llicire libertecB and jurisdiccons by force of the Kyngya letters 
patcntes and not by prcBcripcion ; Therto the sayde Mayer Bailli^ 
and Commlnultc seyn that they ne ihaire predecessours never made 
certilicat nc rctornc into the Kyngys Court other wyse ne in other 
mancr hot uccordyng to tboii' title of prescripcion abovesayd other 
■ccordyng to thuire clayme and title of .libertees and franchises by 
the Kyng ouro Soverayn Lorde and his progenitoura to ihem 
graunted and confirmed. And there aa the sayde Bysshop seyth that 
the sayd Maier Bailliffs and Comminalte ne none of theire predeces- 
BDura never hatlde used ne enjoyed jurisdiccions liberteea franchisee 
coreccions and determinacions of offensis trespasses dettes contracts 
ne of non other matiers ne accons of affraies done or made ayenst the 
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Ivynga pees ne of none other tliyng don by twcne parti and parti 
tochyng plee real! or personell wy tliynne tlie sayde Catlicdrall Cliurche 
Cimiterc and feeof tyme that no raynde ys as thoy have surmitted yn 
thaire Aunawer; the sayd Mayer BaillifFs and Comminalte seyn that 
they knowe of nosuclic fee as the sayde Bysahophath above reherced. 
But they seyn that the Maier and Bailiffs of the sayde Cite and all 
theire prcdecessours of tyme that no mynde ys hen and have be aeysed 
of alle llie seyde jurisdicciona libcrtcea fraunchises correccionB and 
detcnninaciona of offenses trespasses dettes contractes and other 
ma tiers accions and affraiea don or made aycnst the Kyng'a pees and of 
all thjTigs don bitwene parli and parti tochyng plee reall or personell 
wythynne the sayd Cathedrall Churche Cimiterc and wythynne all 
the tenements of the sayd Bishop, beyng wythynne the sayd Cite, 
yn maner and forme as they have aunswered above; which mater 
they will averre. And as tochyng to that that the sayd Bisshop 
Bcyth that there as the seyd Maier and Citeseyns seyn that they 
have jurisdiccions libertees and fraunchises as ys aboveseyd aa well 
by aeverall Letters Patentes of divers progenitours of oure seid 
Soverayne Lord the Kyng and by hym confcrmed as fro tyme that 
no mynde ys ; the seyd Bisahop prayth of hyryng of the seyd 
Letters patentes and that they may be shewed for he knowyih none 
Buehe of recorde ; Thereto the sayd Maier Baillifs and Cilescyna 
seyn yff the Bisshop wyll sey that tber ya none suche recoi-de, they 
byth redy to averre that thcr ys suche recorde, so that they have 
day tyme and place resonable to bryng hit forth. And as to that 
that the aeyd Bisshop Bean and Chapitre seyn that the seyd Cathe- 
drall Churche and Cimitere ben no parcel! of the sayd Cite, but out 
of tyme that no mynd is have be dystincte and separate fro the same 
as hit shall be proved by mater of record ; the sayd Maier BailliHi 
and Comminalte seyn ther ys no suche recorde aa th[ey surmetten] 
but they seyn they will averre by recorde and olherwyse that hit 
is and at all tymes hath ben parcell yn and of the [same Citye]. 

II. — Item as to the scconde rcpplioacion of the »eide Bisshop to 
CAMD. 80C. s 
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the seconde answer of the seide Maier Baillifs and Comminalte ; 
the seide Maier Baillifs and Comminalte seyn that their answer is not 
sufficiantly repplied to with that they will averre all thyngs con- 
teyned yn theire seide answere, and pray yow that of the seide 
Article they be utterly descharged and dismyssed. 

III. — Item as to the iii« Article they seyn that the seyde asseasours 
ne have otherwyse assessed the tenauntis of the seide Bysshope ne 
yn none other maner then ever hit hath be at alle tymes used and 
accustomed and accordyng to the afferant of the charge for the 
tyme beynge and accordyng to their Answer abovesaide. 

IV. V. — Item as to the repplicacion of the iiii« and the ▼* 
Answeris of the seide Maier Baillifs and Comminalte, they seyn that 
their Answeris beth gode and sufficiant yn lawe, the whiche they 
beth redy to averre and to prove sufficiantly that the seide Cathe- 
drall Churche and Cimitere ben yn and of the seide Cite and 
with3mne their liberte franchise jurisdiccion and power yn maner 
and fourme as yn their Answer more pleynly ys conteyned. 

YI. — Item as to the vi. repplicacion of the seide Bisshop Dean 
and Chapiter, the saide Maier Baillifs and Comminalte seyn like as 
they seyde yn their answer above that they imderstonde not that 
they bith bounde oghte by lawe to the seide Article to answer as 
they have abovesaide, withoute they wer made party to the same. 
And as therto as hit is supposed that the seide John Hulle tyme of 
the pollut3mg surmetted was Maier of the seide Cite and divers of 
the officers and of the Comminalte ther helpyng assistyng and 
supportynge hym yn the saide affiray; yn which cas hit shold be 
the part of the seide Maier and Comminalte therto to answer : 
they seyn by protestacion they know no suche affray ; but for as 
myche as they surmette not the saide affiray to be don by the seide 
Maier and Comminalte nor by their commandement but by synguler 
persons; yn which cas they aughte not by lawe therto to answer; 
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they pray yow that therof they may be discharged. And as for the 
violent shetlyng of blode and pollutyog of the Churchc of one 
John Pawton, they seyn that therlo they have yeve aufficiant 
answer, the whiche they will averre. But for more pleyn declara- 
cion the cause and the grounde of shedyng of the scidc blode more 
pleynly apperetli yn an answer by the scide Maier and Comminalte 
ayenst the acide Bisshop Dean and Chapiter surmetted afore yow 
putte. The whiche yet by thain abideth unanswered. 



VII. — Item as to the vii. repplicacion the aeide Maier Baillifa and 
Comratnalie seyn that they ha\'e sulBcianlly answered iherto, as they 
understonde, and made Bufficiant jusiificacion of the wrong by them 
supposed, the which they beth and at alle tymea will be redy to 
averre. And as touchyng the graunte by oure Soveryn lorde by 
his letters patents late to them made, they seyn that the seido 
letters patents after their entent biih voide and of none eflecte yn 
lawe consideryng their answer therto made and also their compleynt 
ayenst the seidc Bisshop Dean and Chapiter, by the whiche the 
right title and clayme of the seide Maier and Comminalte pleynly 
appcroth: ayenst whiche right title and clayrae the scide nywe 
letters patents bo direct contrary; wherfor they byseke yow this 
premissis considered that of their compleyntia they be discharged 
and that they may pesibilly enjoye use and have their custumes 
libertees and franchieea as their predecessours have done before 
ham. 



VIII. — And as to the viii. repplicacion of the seide Bisshop 
Dean and Chapitre, they seyn that alU the mater conteyncd yn their 
viii. Anawere to their compleyntia is gode and true, the whiche they 
beth rcdy to averre. And aa touchyng the grote consideracon after 
their entent of the lementable injuries that they suffren hy mcne o( 
som of their unkyndc children, and also wilfulness of certyn persons 
of the seide Cite, and also yn eschewyng of menyfolde yncon- 
venyencis, they dcsircn hasty remedy of the seide strife ; and also 
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how by divers tnembres of the seide Mayer and Coinminaltees 
answers they fayne and coloure their answer with sotelncsse yn 
desiryng of lenger delay ; therto the seyde Mayer and Commi- 
nalte seyn that the seide consideracons excepte oon touchyn certyn 
persons of the seide Cominiiialte covertely and sotclly yn mancr 
and fourme of disclaunder ; the which longeth not to gode faderhode 
ne to pricsthode to do, the wliiche yf tham liiste to declare so hit 
louche the seide Maier and Comminalte they ben redy therto to 
answere. And as louchyng that poynt that the seide Maier and 
Comminalte sholde fayne and coloure their answer with sotelnease 
yn desiryng of lenger delay, they remytte tham to your grete wyse- 
domes and to their answeris repplicacons and articUs, lowly and 
mekely desiryng yow, oure lorde Chauncellcrj and yow oure other 
lordis the premisses to consider and how alle the lementable injuries 
sotelnesse wilfulnesse debate and strif coramenseth and begyneth 
yn their part and not yn the part of the seide Maier and Commi- 
nalte, and so to ende the mater after their compleynts herdc and as 
far as gode feith right and true consience wyll and requiren, or ellis 
to remytte hem to the corayn lawe, the right there be tried and 
determyned. And y John Shillynford nowe beynge Mayer of the 
Cite of Excetre byseke yow yn ihe lowlokyst wyse that for as myche 
as the Bcyde Bysshop Dean and Chapiter have noysed by their 
writynge not pleynly declared of divers thingis as hit appereth yn 
the seide wriiyng and of divers other tliyngis yn coverte wyse as 
hit is to suppose, that hit like yow so to rule the seide Bysshop 
Dean and Chapitre that they yn pleyn wyse nude and open may put 
yn yn wrytyng alle thynga the whiche they fele ham grevcd of, so 
tliat the seide John Shillyngforde may have thereto an answer, the 
which ho trustelh to God he wyll spedely answer to the plesance 
of yow and his pleyn excuse and declaracon. 
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The Mavor and Citizsn8 of Exktbr to ihb Kiko. 

rijring for Cbe witbdnnral of > Prifj 9o»! bj which the iD«tler» in diipute 
a ttie Biahop and Ibe Dean *nd ChtpMr at Exeter ftod lbs Major and Ciliieiu 
lend lo be remored out of cominoa Ikv and put to the ■rbitrmtion of the Lord 



To the King onr aoveraigne lord, 

Besecheu moBt mckely your liumble lieges the Maier and Citezenia of 
your auncieu Citee of Excctre, the wioh they hold of yow for a £pe ferme 
to them right chargeable, that where it liked your highnesse by the euyt 
of the reverent fader in God Emond fiysshopp [of] Excestre and the 
Dean and Chapitreof thesnme to addresse your letters [of privy seal] unto 
your Beid Maire and ComminBlte of yo' Citee aforseid commaundiDg them 
upon ^e peyn of m*. li. and upon their liegeannce [to come and opperej 
afore your Chauncelier of Engbnd and certein of your Jugges by him to he 
assignedthe Yi'''dayof Jnyn last past [and to bringe] w'them therChartrea 
and evidences consernyng her Hbertees and Fraunchiaoa and to obey such 
reule and ordenaunce as shall be sette by your eeid Chaunceller and 
Jngges bitwene the Beid Bisshop Deane and Chapitre and your aeid 
beseohers ; the goyng out of the which prevee seall is ageiast the forme 
and ordro of your lawc of this your noble Reaume j in the which every 
yo' trew liegeman in this your same Reaume is enherited. Please it your 

> The date of this petition is aboal Julj 1447, for in Di}taop Laej'i Register under 
date Chudleigh. IB Ma;, in that jear, we And tbe appoiatnient of Wiiliam Bjrconjli, LL.I). 
Waller CoUii tlie procentor, Jolm Dra«ll srclideaCDn of Eieter, Jolxn Rove the lub' 
deacon, Roger Kejs canon of Eicter, Sir John Wohton cliaplain, John More, John 
Woda, and Thomai Majnoar, Attamies aiid Frocton for the Bishop and the Dean and 
Chapter, to appear before the Lord ChsDcellor and the t*o Chief Jiulicea. The; are alM 
gnnted a power to produce diBrten and inunlnienU. [Licv'g Rrgiiier. ff. 2i6', 287.] 
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high newt of jonr gnte liglit wifiwi* and Epecul) grace tendrel; to have 
io riglitfnll (sTo'' jDor sad Cite Hajer and Citez^jiu, Fimsmacb as* it 
b ordagned by tli« ctatnte mad^ in Ma^a Carta of the liberties and 
(nnekuMS of Englood ^t no luan »]iald l>ee ilif:sfi$ed oe pat out of hia 
free hold ne ye Sing Dpon lum ahold goo, neither him sfauld \ex ce in no 
manen Ithn shall take nc enpreson bat bj lavfoll juggement and by lawe 
of the Idod, neither the King shnld defend ne deny right or jnstyce 
And over fat it is ordeigncd by a statute in the Ivme of your noble pro- 
(^enibir King E. the III'** in the xlii j«re of his reigne for the gode 
govemaance af the commiine that no man shnld be pntte to answere 
before the King or his ConnMill w^ont presentment before Justice or matter 
of record or due processe and writte original] after the anncion lawe of 
tliis your seid reaume. And yf eny thing be doen the contrary that it 
aliall be hold for nought.* And forasmuch as yonr sad snppliantz ben 
vexed and put to tronble by colour of the seid preve seall ageinst your 
lawe and ageinst fe seiJ ordcnaunce to adrcsse your honorablez letters 
under yonr signet on to your eeid Chaunceller commauuding bjm that ne 
3 hold afore him no mannere matter by force of the seid preve 
seal! ageinst yo' seid snppliantz, and ^t he for that cause dymysse 
Lem. And yf eny man have cause to compleyne ageinst hem t>at |)ci )>t 
such cause have sue the commune ^ane] ageinst hem, and thei as yo' 
most nbeiaautz lieges in your commune lawe will ansnere hem n'ont 
delay. And to graunt un to the sdd Maicr and Citezens of yo' seid 
grace yf eny such preve eeall or other such your high eommaundemcnt 
ugeinst the lawe of this yo' seid noble Reaume to hem be directed that 
for the nonnobeisaunce thcrof thei be putte in no vexacon hurt trouble ne 
liisse in no manere irise. And this ntte hone' of God and in irey of 
cheritee. And thei yo' humble lieges w' all her triew entent shall pray 
e to God for your high estate. 

' Cite to u) Driginilljr " Maj«r und Citiieiu coniidsring the grele u)d huge obar^W 
thit thei here jerelj to jou fur the uid Cites ind huTe doen anto four uoble pragcnito'B 
kfare Ihii tjoie. and hows." 

>• Ai.dli> (A< tmf] Bllerid in MS. » follom : Where tot nioit MTerajngo lord pleue 
jn itlgiit wImtimi thftt yo' aid boecbera u far jo' uid prere kaII be atterlj ducbarged 
■nil diamyacd and ru?le<< tnd demaDod afler the coon of jo> CoDien law and •ocordjng 
to 50' BtalutH aforfHid jn the wanliup at Ood and vaj of CheiTU and the; will pnqr 
(a Owl for ;ow. 
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Indorsed :—~Tbe supplication unto the Kinge to call yn his com- 
nmundement that the mayer shall come to an arbitrament. 

Asupplycacon to the Kyng for the callings of his prjvie seall graunted 
agaynst the Lawe. 



I 



BnnD rROM the Bibhop and the Dean and Chapter to stand to the 

AWARD OF THE ChASCELLOII AND TWO CHIEF JtlSTIfES. 

a Auguit, 26 Henrj VI, i.o. 14*7. 

NoTcrint unirersi noa Kdmnndum Exoniensem Epiacopuui ac Decanuin 
et Capitulum ecclesie Cathcdralis beati Petri Exonie teneri et per preseiites 
Snnit^r obligari Majori ct coumunitati civitatis Exonie antedicte in 
quingentis libris bone et legalis moneto Anglie ; solvendis oisUem Majori 
et Communitati vel sncceBSoribua enis aut eomm certo attomato in foBto 
Sancti Michaelis ArchJangeli proximo futuro post datum presentium. Ail 
qnam quidem solutionom bene ct lideliter faciendam obligamiis nuB et 
succeasores noGtros per preaentes. In cujua ret testimonium tara nos 
predictas Episcopus sigillum nostrum quam nos predicti Decanus ct 
capitulum sigitlum nostrum commune presentibos apposuimus. Datum 
octavo die Augusti anno regni Regis Henrici aexti viceaimo quinto. 

Condicio suproBcripte obligationis talis est quod si aupraobligati Epis- 
copuB et Buccessorcs Bui ac Decanus ct Capitulum cccleeie cathedralis et 
Huccessores eiii steterint judicio ordiDatiosi et arbitrio Reverendissimi in 
Christ*) patria et domini Domini Johannis permissione divina Can- 
tnariensis Archiepiscopi Cancellarii Anglic, Johannis Fortescu Militiw 
Capitalis Justiciarii Domini Regis ad placita coram ipso RegB tenenda, 
et Ricardi Newton Militis Capitalis Justiciarii Domini Regis de com- 
muni Banco, arbitratorum indifTerenter electomm de et super jure titulo 
et poeseesioue omnium et omnimodorum liberlatura franchcsiarnni privi- 
legiomm et jurisdictionum cum omnibus et omnimodis eisdem libert;itibus 
francheaiia privilegiis et jurisdictioaibns atiquo tnodo pertineotibiiB ; 
necnon do et super omnimodia actionibus litibus querelie dcbatia el 
demandis intar prcdictos Episcopum Decanum et Cspilulum et prefatos 
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Majorem et commnnitatem ac Ballivos Ciyitatis predicte necnon inter 
prefatum EpiBcopom et dictos Majorem Balliyos et Commonitatem ac 
inter prefatos Decanam et Capitolam et predictos Majorem Balliyos et 
Commmiitatem habitis motis sive pendentibos ante datmn sapradictum. 
Et si duo vel tres predictorum Episcopi Decani et Capitoli nt procnratores 
sive attomati eorundem Episcopi Decani et Capitoli ad ministrandom 
caasas et materias de et snper premissis personaliter compareant coram 
prefatis arbitratoribas in qaindena Sancti Michaelis Archiangeli proximo 
futara post datnm supradictum, et si iidem Episcopns et snocessores 
sui ac Decanus et Capitulam ecclesie cathedralis predicte et successores 
sui dicta judicium ordinationem et arbitrium ex parte sua bene et fideliter 
perimplcverint ac omnia in conditione ista specificata fideliter obsenrave- 
rint, quod extunc predicta obligatio pro nullo habeatur; alioquin in sno 
robore permaneat et effectu. Proviso semper quod dicta ordinatio arbi- 
trium et judicium per prefatos arbitratores de et super premissis facienda 
fiant et reddantur in scriptis indentatis sigillis ipsorum arbitratomm 
sigillatis et partibus predictis separatim liberatis citra festum Natalis 
Domini proximo futurum post datum supradictum. 

Attached are the fragments of the seals of the Bishop and the Dean and 
Chapter, 



XXXVIII. 

The Final Agreement between the Bishop, Dean and Chapter, and 

THE Mayor, Baillifs, and Commonalty. 

12 Dec. 27 Henry VI. a.d. H48. 

This Endenture made bjtwene Edmund Lacy Bjsshop of Exceter and 
the Dene and Chapitre of the Cathedrall Churche of Synt Petyr of 
Exceter of the one partie, and the Maier and the Comonaltie of the 
Citie of Exceter of the other partie Witnessith that where dyvere debates 
contraversies and discordes moved and hadde bytwyne the parties above 
sayd the same parties the xii. day of the moneth Decembre the xxvii. 
yere of the raynyg of Kynge Harry the Sixte by mene and mediation of 
Thomas Courtney Erie of Devonshire and of S' William Bonvile knight 
buth agreed and accordyd of all the sayd debatis contraversies and dis- 
cordes yn the forme folwynge : — 
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Fyret that wliere the seide ByBshop Lath sued and sueth a writte of 
trespasse upon his cose jn the Kynges Courte before his Juatices of the 
comjn benche oyeiis the eeide Maior and Comonaltee, ther buth plees 
pledod and a issue joyned bjtwyne the eeiJe Bysshop Maier and Como- 
nalte and theruppon a nisi' priue is graunted to be trjed and take at 
Barnestaple \a the shire of Devonshire the Mundaje nest after the feste 
of Synte Lucie the Virgyne nest cominge before 8' Richard Neuton 
Knight and Nicholas Ayssheton the Ejnges Justices or one of them, 
as it appereth more pleynely of recorde jn the seide Courte ; the seide 
parties buUi accorded that the seide issue shall be tryed by there comyn 
assent for the parte of the seide Bysahop and his entent, and ther- 
uppon jugement to be yeve in the seide Courte for the same parte and 
intent without any disturhaunco and lettynge of the seide Mayer and 
Comiiialto or of theire succcssours. And forthwith the damages yn the 
seide snte to be recorcryd shall be relessed by the seide Bysshop, 

Also the seide Bysshop and his successours shall rejoice and hare to 
themjand_t)ieire succcssours for ever more their lordshipp and fee yn the 
seide Citee and suhnrbes of the same called Bysshoppes fee, other wyse 
called Seynt Sterenes fiee, whereof the seide Cathedr&ll Church and 
Churcheyurde of the same buth and have be parcel). And Courte 
Boroun letes and vewes of frankcplege with yn the seide ffee of al thyngcs 
doun and to be doe there w'yn, dystyucte and separate fro the juris- 
diction and libertee of the seide Citee, w'oute any disturbance and lettynge 
of the eeide maier and commonalte and bailyfs and coroners of the seide 
Citee and theire succcssours by the commowndment of the seide maier and 
theire succcssours. And that the seide maier and commonalte bailes and 
Coroners of the seide citee and their successonrs by commawndment of the 
seide maier and commonalte or theire snccessonra shall make no somnes 
attachemcntes distresses arcstes nor capies w'yn the seide fee churche and 
churcheyurde parcell of the seide fee nor none jurisdiction ne interesse there 
have except certayn hye waies and stretes as hit foloweth hereafter writ«. 
Also the seide Bysshop nor none of his successonrs nor none of theire mynes- 
ters of their Courtes foresaide by commawndement of the seide Bysshop or 
his succcssours shall never hereafter by presses or cause of the same Courtes 
to doe Eomne attache nor areste w'yn the seide churche or churcheyurde 
any persone of the seide Cit«e nor of the suburbes longynge to the juris- 
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diction of the seide Citee nor any jurisdiction yn tlic seide chorcUe and 
churchejurde have apon theym, save sprytuel jurisdiction of any thjnge 
doe or to bo do wiyn the seide chnrcLe or churcheynrde or fee foreseide. 

Also the aeide Maier and Commonaltee B^lyfs and their enccesaours 
Bhall have power for ever more to make somncs attachemontes and arestes 
yn the hie wayes and stretes w'onte the olde bowndes of the seide churcbe- 
yurde withyn the seide fee, except the waies and etrelea w'yn the seide 
chiirche and churcheyurdc beinge w'yn the olde hounds of the seide 
chnreheynrde of allc persons theire gndes and catelles; except the seide 
Bysshop Deane and Chapitre and theire saccessours and alle the mynes- 
trea of the seide churche and theire sncccSBoura and theire famyliar ser- 
Tantes and of every of theym and olle tenantes of the seide Bysshop 
and of his succcsBours of the seide fee and theire godes and catelles for 
CTermore. 

Also the tenaimtes of the seide Bysshop and of his Buccessours of the 
seide foe dwellynge withyn the walles of the seide Citee shall yn resonable 
maner and yn resonable tjme by resonable warnynge made by the 
mynesters of the seide Mayer and comminalte and of their succesBonra to 
the baily of the seide Bysshop and of his succcssours of the seide fee, in 
dywe tyme shal keepc theirs nyghte wacche of the seide Citee for theire 
tome w' other citizeins of the seide Citee upon payne of loste of iiii d. to 
be payd to the aeide Maier and Comminaltce at every tyme that they be 
yn defaute to he made levy of goods and catelles of any of the seide 
tennauntcs founde w'hont the seide foe w'^'yn the lihertee of the seide 
Citee w^onte any lettynge or distiirbannco of the seide Bysshop Deane 
and Chapiter and of theire successors. Except the seide Dene and 
Chapiter and the mynesters of the seide Churche and theire saccessours. 

Also the tennauntes of the seide Bysshop and his successonrs of the 
seide fee shall paye dymos and kyngea silver and other taxes to thekinge 
at al tymcB to bo graunted to the kyng and Ids heires and successonrs, 
and murage of the seide Citoe rcBonably w"* the citizcins of the aeide 
Citcc. And that the haily of the seide Bysshop and of hia eucccgsouts 
of the seide fee for the tyme beinge be resonably warned by the mynisters 
of the seide Maier and Comminaltee and of theire successonrs for to wame 
the seide tenaunts to be attn the settynge thereof and to be admyttcd to 
have theire voice tlieretoeas the seide citizeins shall have. And that the 
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monej or taxe bo setta apon the soide tenaanta be reryd and lerjed bj 
the seide bollj of the seide fee and pajde to the raynesters of the selde 
citce assigned by the Beido Msier and hU succeBsonTB to resceve hit or to 
other com J scy oners &c. 

Also that alio Charters tate made and graunted to the scide Byeshop 
and bis successoure of any jurisdiction or juriadictionB to be hadde w^'yn 
the aeide churche syinytery fee or close of the same by the kinge that 
Qovre is of any action real pereonall and myiite apon any person or per- 
sons shall bo atte the sute of the seide Bysahop or bis successors revoked 
canculyd and adnulled by fore Easter day nexte comynge. 

Also the said Bjashop Deane and Chapter nor none of hir sQccesBours 
by their comaundmente nor the seido ilaycr and comminaltea and 
bailes and coroners by the cummowiidment of the scide maior and com- 
minaUee nor none of their auccessours shal never hereafter purchase have 
occu|ji6 nor use any jariadiction w'''yn the seide fee church and churche- 
ynrde by reason of any charter or charters or graunte or any other cause 
hereafter to be made or hadde by the Kin^e his heirs or successours ne 
by graunte of Parliament ne by cause of anye grauntes byfore this tyme 
hadde by the Kynge that nowe ya, 

Also the seido Bysshop Dene and chapiter nor theire succcssoura by 
thejTn ne hy other shal not lett nor disturbe the Bcide Maicr Eaylea and 
Commonaltee nor theire successours to have and piirchnco ncwe charters 
and grauntes for to have more jurisdiction libertee and fraunchesoa w"'yn 
the libertee of the seide Gitee out« of the seide fee churche and churcbe- 
yurd parcell of the same. 

Also the aeide Maier Bailes and their succcsaoura and aervaats for the 
tyme beynge of the seide Citee alle tyme cominge perpetuall shall here 
theire mase and mases n'^yn the seide Church Cimitery fee and elose 
w^'out lettynge or disturbaunce or contradiction of the aeide Bysshop 
Dene and Chapiter or any of theire successours or any of theire mynestors 
or ofBcers by the commowndment of the seido Bisshop Dene and Chapiter 
or their euccessonrs. 

Alway foreseyne that the seide Maier Baylifs and their succcssoura here- 
after never w'hyn the aeide fee churche and churchyurde parcell of the aame 
fee clayme use nor have any maner juriEdiction anthoritee or power other 
than is conteyned yn the olde composiciona byfore this tyme betirene the 
■ide parties y-niade. 



Alfi iliv ■•Ido Maiw Ba^lif* an<i ComminalU« ne thdr « 



niMin t>f tli«m *liitll i 



I unj commjEL-yon i 



kiii't'>rltiiu (if imrtiiineiit iiur no nolbcr graunt« for anj sactorhceor p0«^ 
to >•« liKtlil* Ui mak* an; arMtni «')'jn the seide Citee or atUcbnKHtcB ar 
mi'la* Of wthyn au7 |jIbcu l>7 tho whiche the anctorit«« of tli« jnrtieea «t 
jwaa of th* at'lilti ililro nowo bcfngo or tyrae to comyoge shall be maj Im 
jaMn nr livrla. 

AUo If any dlflti'itUvt) btiyn any urticlo aboreeayde that bit b« refbraijd 
aflitf Ihs trnwu Miiluiil of tho «amo by tho avyee of coiincell of the s«i(I« 
liiillt |iHrlUa thx Mib*tHtio« UirrKof not chnuugyd. And yn ciue tbat tLa 
(Iiiiiiiiinll iif Old »vU\v [inrtlM mayo not ncconio apon the pmuisaes that 
lliKii till! wrylfiiKf ami ai)i)tiynt«niontOB after the true entent to be kept 
HikI folfyllnl, III wltnoaiA of all the premisses to the one partie of titb 
aiiilniiliira ri-niuyuynKo tti the seidu Maier and Cominaltee the s«jda 
lt}'Ubii|> Drnu mill Uhapiter haTO putte theire scles and to the otlier putie 
i>f Din lama amlvnltira remunyiigu tuwarde the scide Bysehop Dene and 
(Ibapltnr tho »M» Maier and Cominalto hare sette their common sete. 
Muni iif (i,.«, ) tlm lllsbop. Seal of (l.s.) the Dean and Chapter. 



1'hn n<)tip TO ranroiiH thh Covk 



r THE FORBooitto Deed, 



Niivwrhit iiiilvanl pur pronontoa noa Edmundum Eioniensem Episco- 
[illlii 111 DiiUNnum at Cnpitulum ccolosio Cathcdralis beati Petri Bxonie 
Uiiurl Ht llrmlt«r ubliffari Midori itt Gommunitati civitatis ExonJe 
aurillii aurnaaiorlbua In diiobui millibus litiraniu atcrlingoruin bone «t 
IdKuIIm inniiata AiigUe aoivendii eisdem Miijori ut Gommunitati vel eorom , 
NNnuoMorlbii* ui] fratiitn I'iitoho proximo fiiturum post datum presea- 
tliiiii. All 'iiiam iinidum aoliiUonom bene et lidcliter faciondam obligiuBtia | 
nuK at utnimqiie nosti'um per so pro toto et in solidum et sncceSGorea 
iiiwtru* per pro«eiitoB. In cujus rei testimonium turn nos predictns Epia- 
oopua liKilliim nostrum quam nos predicti Dccanus et Capitidum aigillnm 
iioitmm commimo presentibus apposuimus. Datnm daodecimo die 
Decembrli anno regni ragis Honrici sextl post conquestam riceeimo 
aaptimo. 
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Conditio iBtius obligation is talis est quod si supra obligutua epiacopus 
el Bnccessorcs oui ac prediutt Decanus et capitulum et successores sui ex 
part* sua teneant et porimpleant otania et singula convencionea articuloa 
et appuDcta amenta inter ipsos Episcopnm Decanum et Capitulum ac 
prefatosMajorem et Communitatem in qutbusdem indenturiB inter eoBdem 
Episcopnm Decanam et Capitulum ex parte una ac suprascriptos Majorem 
et Communitatem ex parte altera factis et contingentibus quod extunc 
presens obligatio pro nnllo babeatar; alioquin in sais robore permaneat 
et effectu. 



i' SaiLLiNQKOBD TO THB Chancellor for Aid Towards i 
Rei-aihimo op Exbridoe. 



To lbs niMt Revinnd fular in God Juho. Oardynall of Bngelan 



d ArcbabiidiDp of 



^ cam: 



Bysekyth yow full mekely John Shillyngford Maier of the Cite of 
Excetre yn name of hym self and all the hole Comminalte of the seid 
Cite as wall rb of all puple of the grete part of Engelond havyng con- 
eouTB and way orer the iiioBt perillouB watter yn tyme of eere y called 
Ex8 by a brigge there y called Esbrigge ajoynant to the aeid Cite, where 
of longe tyme and witbynuc lyme of mynde was nother brigge ne way 
bot by right a perillous fcry bote ; by the whiche fery aB hit is seid and 
like that of oldc tyme puple were yn grete pcrill and meiiy perisshed 
and lost. Wherfor oon Walter Gervys, some tyme Maier and Citexeyn 
of the same Cite, and a notable man of (.iode, with other heipe of almes- 
dedc of the seid Cit« as well as of the contrey there about« as of the 
grete part of Engolond ovyng almesdcde tberto the some of x mi. ti. 
wid more as hit is supposed and appereth by the wcrk of the same, toke 
apon hyin to make, and so was made a new brigge, where was none be 
fore. Whiche brigge is of the lengthe or negh by and of the same 
mason werk as London brigge housyng apon excepte, and by the eeid 
Maier and Comminalte at theire grete yerly coste kepte susteyned repaired 
and amended ; the whiche, and new makyug, they may noo lenger endure 
and here. Wherfor grete part of the seid brigge by dyrers tymes hath 
fallen adown and made up ayen with tymber as now is, and ofte tymes 
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with grete waters falleu ulown ayen : by tha nhiche perilloua water* and 
so fallyng adown of the bridge puple have be yn grete perill and meay 
and dyvers lost and ded, and withoute better remedy meny moe like and 
all the brigge to falle adown and a fery bote to be ae at oldc tyme grete 
perill and charge to alle puple, cause of nithdrawyng of repaire of puple 
and vitaill and moche desolaoion of the seid cite, Whiche alle God 
defende. The whiche brigge openly is knowen the grettest costlew werk 
and most of almesdede to helpe hit yn all the west part of Engelond and 
will not be new made and amended withoute hclpe of grete almesdede 
as bit was atte begynnyng of makyng of the Baine brigge nbovesetde. 
Wherfor byaekyng yow my lord cardjnoU most specially and yow olio 
oure worthy maiaters execute's to my lord Cardynall of Wyncheetre that 
late died, of whaa sowle God have pity and mercy, to considre this bulls 
and to bo bcgynners of yevers of almesdede to the seid brigge, whiche 
trustynge to God shall bo canae of nioche more gode yevyng makyng and 
repairyngfi of the said brigge thogh hit coste ij. mt. ti. as hit is like — 
and that besekyng yow for the love of God yn way of charite and almes- 
dede for the 6eid sowle of my 4orde cardynall aboreseid. 



Eilract from the Msjor'i Court Rail, 23—21 Henry Vt., m. 21, respeirting 
Shilling Ford's eleciion u Major. 

Nota pro Jtecorilo. Ad banc diem sciJicet diem Lune proximam post 
festum Sancti Valentini Martjris (18 Feb. 1444—5) anno regni Begia 
Uenrici sexti vicesimo tertio apiid Exoniam in Gihatdam ad horam secun- 
dampoHt meridiem Johannes Shillyngford qui alias hie tc- die Lune prox- 
iraa poat festum Sancti Michaelis Archiangeli anno regiii predicti Domini 
Regis snpradicto in Majorum Ctvitatis Exonie secundum consuetudinem 
t£. electus fuit, modo per mandatiim Domini Regie de privato aigillo suo 
sub pena mille librarum eidem Johanni eo quod idem Johannes officium 
Majoratns Civitatis predicte a die electionis predicte naque in hone diem 
asaumere recusayit ea occasione commissum in ae benigne modo assumat 
el cum magna solcmpnitate juralus est. Et remanct secundum consue- 
tudinem ic- 
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Exeter bei.atino to tbb Suit. 

S2— 23 Henry VI. to 27—28 Henry VI. A.D. 1443— H49. 

Receiver's account, 22—23 Henry VI. Mtrhnelmns 1443 to Micliael- 

mas U44. 

Uagb Gerinjn, Mayor, 

Will. Crjmell, Receiver. 

John Forde, Clerk. 

Hen. Broke, Attorney. 

Expensce forinaeca.— Item eohitis Willelmo Fox ad equitatidam rersuB 

Londoniam nd interloquendum cnm consilio civitatia pro quadam actione 

qnam decanuB et capitulum ecclcsiaj Cathedralis Sanuti Petri arrainavenmt 

versuB Johannem Coushom pro recognitione inde habenda xiijs. iiijd. 

Item Bolutis Johannia Coteler pro vino miaso Nicholao Radford pro 

eadem materia xij d. Item solutia Willelmo Fox equltanti versas 

LondoD pro quadam lltcra portanda capitali JuBliciario Domini Regia pro 

diversis negociis civitatiB xvj b, viij d. 

Item Bolutia Nicholao Radefordo pro pabiilo equonim pjnsdcm Nicholal 
die martis post festum Bancti Gregorii Pape existentis apud Exoniam pro 
materia inter Dominum Episeopum Exoniam et Klujorem et communita- 
tem pacilicanda xl d. Item in uiio juntaculo dato eidcm Nicholao et 
BerTientibu9 suiB eodcm tempore xx d. Item datia clerico ejnEdem 
Nicholai eodem tempore iiij d. Item datia Henrico Trethyn equitanti 
▼erauB Nicholaum Radeforde pro negociis civitatis ctim locacione nnins 
eqni viij d. Item datis Johanni Coteler pro labors buo equitanti Tersua 
domiuum Episeopum Exoniam pro qiiodam debato inter dominiim Epis- 
eopum et Majorem et Communitatem pacificando xij d. 

Beceircr's account, 23 — 24 Hen. VI. Michaelmas 1444 to Michael- 
mas 1445. 
John Shillingford, Major. 
John lieaufitz, Receiver. 
John Forde, Oerk. 
Hen, Broke, Attorney. 
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lUiJi in j quarterio viiii de Kfalmesyn super Majori et sociJs ejus xij 
1. ^m. die Novembris in Gifaulcln existentibuB pro negociis ciritalii iiij d.* lt«iB 
ID uno qnarterio rini de MBlmcByn nxori ejuadem Reconlatoris eodera 
tempore iiij d. Item in ana Ingena vini data Recordatori in cnutino 
>i 1**4. concepcionia beate Marie viij d. Item eoluto pro Tino ridelicet ij lagenia 
vini datis Majori Jobanni Sbillingford ct sociia snia exist«ntibtis mpnd 
Oihaldam pro negociis civitatia xviij die Febniarii xvj d. Item in qdo 
pot«llo TJni de Malmcsyn miaso Majori et sociia suia esistentibna in 
Gibalda pro negociis uivitntis xxj die Pebmatii riij d. It«m in pisaibna 
emptia et misaia Nicholao RaiIfoi*d xviij die Februarii iij a. tj d. Item in 
j panyer pro dictia piaaibus inde cariandis j d. It«m in nno potello Tint 
de Malmeajn liato uxori Nicbolai Radford eadem t«mpore viij d. Item in 
ij Iflgena j quarte et j pi/nte vini rube! et albi misaiB eidem Nicbolao 
eodera tempore x'tx d. Item in vj panbins cononicia miseis eidem Nichulao 
eodem tempore vj d. Item in vino dato Majori et aociis aaia ac Recorda- 
tori eodem tempore in domo Mujoria viij d. Item aotutie uno homini ad 
portandum retomnra cujnadani brevia veraus Londoniam missnm Majori 
et Ballivis Exonie, xx d. 

In pede. — Poatea oneratur de sxs. receptia de Nicholao Druell pro 
expenaia suia versus Londoniani pro negociia civitatix. Et sic debet 
vj li. XT a. X d. Inde allocatur eidem xxiij a. iiij d. in pknam soludonem 
omnium expeiiaariuii eiiarum equitando verKua Londoniam pro negocii& 
eivi talis. 



.onnt, 24-25 Hen. VI. Michaelmas 1J45 to Michael- 
mas 1446. 

John Hull, Mayor, 
John Gierke, Receiver. 
John Forde, Clerk. 
Hen. Broke, Attorney. 
Nicholas Radford, Recorder. 
Ilia. — 111 primis in ij lagenis vini misais Willielmo Bone- 



TjU cliivaler octavo die Novembris npfid Esi 



xvj d. sie pro lagcna 



' Thii itim is tmei, MS. 
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Tiijd. Itfim in j lagena et j potello vini misaie Hnjori ct sociis eais 
cxistentilitis in Gilhalda pro negocio rfTitatis codem die idj d. Item in 
focale empto pro eisdem Mnjorc- et sociis Bnis eodem tempore ij d. Item 
solutis Willielmo Beffe pro bono concilio ano habenda in qnodam debftto 
inter Dominum Eionienacm Episcopnm et Jlnjoroin et coinmiinitatem 
Exon. IX B. Item aolutis Nicbolao Radford nlira Tadlum pro bono 
uoneilio sno Iiabcndo inter domianm Exonienscm Episcopniii et MDJorem 
et communilat«m Exon, xiij s. iiij d. Item solutis Nicbolao Brogbton 
Viceeomite Devon, pro amicitia sub habenda inter debatnm inter 
Dominum Exonienaem Episcopnm et Majorem et com muni tat em Exon. 
XX B, Item in solutis Tbome Heyt receptori brecinm Domini Regis in 
tomitatu DeToo. pro amicitia rho habenda pro debato predicto tj b. viij d. 
Item solutis '[ninqne gencroeis, yidclicet St^phano GlfTard, Johanni Oay- 
loway, Henrico Drwe, Johanni Byry, et Ricardo Forscue pro amicitia 
Bua habenda pro debato predicto, cnilibet eomm vj b. viij d., xxxiij b. iiij d. 

Item Bolntis Nichotao Radforde ultra penBionem suam pro coneilio boo 
habendo alia vice pro debato inter Dominum Epiacopum et Majorem et 
Cummonitatem xiij b. iiij d. 

Erpente foriniecc. — Item in nno equo locato pro uno homine equitante 
vcrsna Alexandmm Hodj pro negntio CiTitatiB iij die Janiiarii et in 
expenais ejiiBdera hominis medio tempore iij. s. Item in expeuBis Recep- 
toris equitnntis versus Londoninra ad scrutandum in Scaccario Domini 
Regis utrum feodum Ejiiscopi sit gnldabilc cnm civitate nccne x s. Item 
dato clericis ejusdcm Scaccarii de rcnardo pro codem scnitinio facicndo 
xl d. Item Bolnto Jobanni Gcrmyn in crastino cinerum ad reddendum 
Johanni Shillyngford pro expensis suiB apud London pro negotio civitatis 
V. marcas. Item soluto Johanni Uermyn pro expensis Majoris et soci- 
orum apud Teverton xlvij 8, Item Boluto Ednardo Tliryng equitanli versus 
Recordatorem cuni copia carte Domini Episcopi xx d. Item in iino equo 
locato pro clerico eqnitante versus Eecordatorem apud Crediton cum 
Johanne Hhellyngford et Jobanne Germyn iiij d. In expensis eorundem 
iidtunc ibidem viij d. 

In pede. — Et (allocantur) eidem s e. solutis Hagoni Lucays pro 
expensis snia versus Londoniam ct ibidem ot domorsum pro negotio 
ciritatis et cidem rj s. viij d. solutos Nicbolao Radeford pro consilio sno 
Itabendo pro civitate ezlstenti apud Kxoniam. 
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tUwiT«r't aecMu.!, 25—26 Uent? VL UiduebM I44< to 

1DM 1447. 

J<Aiu ShSlingford, Xmjat. 

Jofan Qamjn, RectiTer. 

Will. Hpeir, ClCTk. 

lien 17 Broke, Attoni«f . 

Dona tl ahnnia. — ■ Item in rij {Heabos Tocatis con^re ann 

CcMaOufo Anglic x*ij ■. rj d. Item in iiij< de Bokhara nil 

OMWdluio eodf-m tempore pretii le c. ra. — xi s. Item in uij 

Tocatii Qni^AnB mi«Ns eidem CanceUario eodem tempore ij t. riij d. 

in earagio eorundem pisciam de Ezooia versna Londontam Tttja. 

in j gentaculo piscium dato Nicholao Radeford, WiU«lino Befe, J 

DomrjtAt et alUa aiind Exoniam nna Tice,coiiiDitmic«iit)biu ei bbocaati- 

ba* pro mat«m inUr Duminum Eplscoptun et Majorem et comnmnitalcv, 

A«f . 31, int. vidcliMt in vit^ilia Kancti Bartholomei Apoetoli ij s. tiij d. Item in 

piccibua receiitibna dalia ciitdein pro alio jantaculo, commanJcantibna de 

Aii|,S4, MtT. materia predlcta diu Habbati proximo scquente ij s. ijd. Item in ij 

lageni* Tini datis Majori ut bociib suie et consilio ciritatis die Joris 

Hit. 33, proztma ante feitum annnncisttuDia beate Marie Tirginis ad inperriden- 

IliO-T. Juni articnlciB Domini Episcopi fa«tos erga Majorem et commnnitatem in 

Oilhnlda ibtdcm xij d. Item in pane dato eiedem eodem tempore ij d. 

\Xvm iu ij lagciiit! vini missis Majori et consilio oivitatis alia vice in Gil- 

lialda laborantibiiH pro materia int^-r Domiuum Episcopcm et Majorem et 

eommunitat«ni xvj d. 

Expense /orituece. — In primis solnto Ricardo Druel] eescndo apod 
Tiivprton per ij. dioa a<l comraunicaudum cum Domino Comite DeTonie 
pro niatifritt int*r Domiimm Episcopum et Mujorom et commnnitatem ij a. 
Item in cxpeusiB Hicordi Druell et Uenrit-i Tretbjne eiiatentinm apod 
TuYcrton pro negotio civJlatis ij a. Item in locotione ij eqnorum pro 
eiadcm eudeiu tempore viij d. Item solnto Eicardo Dniell pro espensis 
CfaTUtmu, «t labure auo equitunti uBque Londonium iu aeptimana Natalia Domini 
'*'^> ml comnninicandum cum Domiuo ConccllBfio pro muleria inter Dominmn 
Episcopum ct Majorem et commnnitatem xl s." 



• Enuwil— " '|ui» liiiB «»fT«nlo." 

• Thta i" »nuii"i — "quia pro n»goli 
DKXilMCaplluli." 
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Item in nno janUculo dato Mnjuri, Johanni Coteler, WiUelmo Upton, 
Jobonni Germya et ftliis tempore quo Major rerersit de Londonia xviij 
die Jiilii vij H. vj d.' Item in uno e<]no locnto pro Jolianne Cuteler ad Jul; IS, HIT. 
eimtanduia versus Nicliolaiim Itadeford ad certificandum ipsum Nicho- 
launi Itadeford de labore Majoris apud Londoninm xxd. Item in 
expcnais Majoris, Thome Cook, iFobannis Ooteler et aliorum civiiim eqiii- 
tantum versos Nieholaum Radeford ad commanicandum cum eodem 
Nicholoo de motoria ciTitatia viij d. Item in piscibus recentibns datis 
eidem Nicholao eodem tempore ij s. vij d. Item in j potello de Malmesjn 
dato eidem Nicbolao eodem tempore riij d. ob. Item in uno bomine cum 
equo lucoto pro dictis victualibua cariandis usque maQGionem Nicbolai 
Radeford vij d. Item in ij equis locatis pro Johanne Coteler et Jobanue 
Olasyer equitantibus vcrsas Chuddeiegh ad communicandura cum Domino 
Eptscopo de materia inter ipstim et Majorem et communitat^m xj d. 
Itemsoluto Ricardo Dniell equitanti usque Tuverton ad commimicandum 
cum Domino Comite pro materia civitatis viij d. Item in pabulo eqni sui 
eodem tempore iij d. Item in uno equo locato pro Johanne Coteler 
equitante versus mansioncm Nicbolai Radford pro materia civitatis ix d. 
Item iu vino de Malmes^n et piscibus datis eidem Nicbolao xxij d. Item 
in ij tageuJH vini emptis pro Majore et communitate die communicationis 
in Gilbalda Exonie de mat«ria inter Dominnm Episcopum et Majorem et 
Communitatem xvjd. Item in ij equis tocatis pro Johanne Coteler 
equ!tant« versus Nieholaum Radeford cum j serviente civitatis pro 
reparacione focienda de articulis civitatis versus Dominnm Episcopum 
XX d. Item in vino de Malmesjn et piacibns datis eidem Nicbolao eodem 
tempore xx d. Item in ij equis locatis pro Johaunc Coteler et famulo 
uno equitantibus versus mansionem Nicbolai Radeford ad communicandum 
cum eo pro materia civitatis et in vino de Malmesyn dato eidem Nicholao 
eodem tempore xviij d. Item in j equo locato pro Willelmo Hampton ad /jt^f n^, 2 
equitandum versus Londoniam cnm le blak rolle et aliis scriptnris cum '^'^- 
argento sibi lilxraLo pro expensis suis versus Londoniam xiij s. iiij d. 
Item soluto Johanni Harry pro scriptura j rotuli de croniculie xij d. 
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II«M.'l*ur'ii tux-jant, 2C— 27 Henry VI. Michaelmas 14-17 to 
mas 1448. 
John Bhillingford, Hmjot. 
John Germ^ RecaTer. 
William Speer, Clerk. 
liearj Brok, Attorney. 
/JiiiM et txtrmia, — In primis in piscibos datis Joh&niu Copl aA aa, 
Nliilujlau Itttdfurd at aliiis tempore tractatus materie inter Majomn et 
(UHiniimlUilt-iu lit Uomiiinm Episcopum sviij d. Item in cnnicalis datis 
oIwIkui nijiloiii tiiiiijNfru vj il. Item in ij ploverg et j partriehe Auis eisdem 
miiAojn tompnrii v d, Item in vino tj n. ij d. Iteta dato Kii^holoo Rade- 
fiirdn du rowftriiu ooilotu tempore xx s. Item dal« clerico sao xx d. 
Ittim dnh) Tlioiue DourisshQ eodem tempore de rewardo rj s. viij d. 
ItMiii III uno rurdnllo Ad Bukhom dato Domino Caneellario Anglie in Testo 
, -■ (loiivvraiuiiii 8iLiicti Pmili xxb. Item in cariagio ejusdem vs. Item 
I147-II. dntu Jiilmrinl Uuff nurvlenti Joliannis Fortescu Chivaler eodem tempore 
xl d. It4»ii diito cloriou iiiio liij d. Item in vino dato consilio ciritatis 
audmn taiiiixiro [tvmporo A«iiiBunim npud Exoniam tempore Qaadra- 
' ' ' gnaima] lnl'orantl oirua ncigotium civitatia x s.* Item in vino dato con- 
ollli) oivitntiii «t Domini Epliicopi in domo ciLpitidari is b. ij d. Item in 
vlii'i dn MiilmiMjii dato NiohoUo Radcforde alia Tice iiij d. Item in 
vino dtttji WlUelmo JlufTo ut in pubuHs cc|iiorum suomm apud Exoniam 
cxistHntinm touipore communioationis matcne inter Dominnm Eplgcopom 
oi Mi^oinm et cimimuiiitutoin ri\j s, vy d. Item in pane canonico, rino 
at placlliiia dalia Nlcliolao in domo sua alia vice ij e. vij d. Item in vino 
do Malmoifii dato Niuhutao Hadcfurde alia vice xij d. Item dato 
■lun* Si. NIB. Johanni Uui«et In loiito Nativitatiu Suncti Johnniiia Baptiste laboranti 
oiroa negotium clvitatiM ex prucepto Miijoris xl d." Item in pane data 
pro uno juntoeulo VicocumiU Dovuido xij d. Item in vj lagenis serrisie 
xij d. Item in v laguiiis vinj lij a. iiij d. Item in came bourn, multonum 
vi porcorum \j s. Item in una aucn empta v d. Item in iij cuponibus 
ij N. Item in una aiictti ij d. Item in uno porccllo vj d. Item in riij 
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castruniago {tic) atioa rocutU leodecokii/i vij d. lUm in iij perdicibns 
alias vocatia partrichis vij d. ob. Item in v volucribua v d. Item in 
spticicbuii cmptis riij d. Item in argento dato coco do rewardo vj d. 
Item dato odministrallis domiut Dacia SufTolcbte vj s. viij il. Item dato 
adminiatrollis domini Uucis Bukiiigbam viij d,' Item in piscibus dc 
sturgeon datis Justiciariis tempore ofsisarum iiij s. It«m in makeiollie 
vJ d. Item in pieoibua do conger iij a. iiij d. Item in lampreys xvj d. 
Item in anguillis iij b. iiij d. Item in mio turbct iij s. It«m in Tj 
coners ^ xiiij d. Item in makercllis xiij d. Item in makerellie iij b. ij d. 
Item in baddokkys xx d. Item in c. naUcya iij d. Item iu j pecia du 
grannt conger ix d, Item in gumanliB xvij d. Item in piecibus datis 
hominibus dc consilio tempore troctatua materic predicte ajtud Exoniom 
iij B. vij dJ Item dato Jobnnni Hnsset ad equitandum pro Willelma 
Beef ex precepl* Mnjoris vij d. Item iu ptscibna datis Johanni Copleston, 
Nicholao Bodeforde et aliis tempore troctntua conimunis materie predicte 
npnd Exoniam alia vice ij a. iij d. Item in piscibus de MilwcU et lenge 
emptis pro eisdcm eodem tempore xij d. Item in piscibus de leDge 
emptie pro eisdem eodem tempore vj d. Item in argcnto dato Thome 
Dowrissbe apnd Londoniam de rewardo vj s. viij <J. Item dato scrvienti 
Majoris pro cariagio hamesie usque Londoniam iij s. iiij d. Item in 
locatione batellonmi pro Majore et hominibus de consilio per diversas 
vices apnd Londoniam vij d. Item in uno pane et piris datis Alexandru 
Hody, Thome Dourissbo et aliis v d. Item duto Tbome Jenkyn de reveardo 
pro scriptura articulorum Ac. per divcrsaa vices vj d. Item dato Willelmo 
Nayllcr pro scnitinco facto in Cancellariu xx d. Item soluto Thome 
Youge dc rewardo vj s. viij d. Item in pane, vino et piris datis iTohunni 
Vumpage, Alexandro Hody ct aliis do consilio civitatis xv d. ub. Item in 
una cena data Thome Dowrissb, Alexandro Hody, Henry Brok et aliis 
xix d. Item in alia ceua data eisdcm alia vice ad supervidendum ct cor- 
rigendum articnloa etc. xiiij d. Item in ij prandiis et ij jantacolis Jatis 
Thome Jenkyn viij d. Item in vino et piris datis Alexandre Hoily apml 
" Bel tavemc " ix d. Item in arjjento dato Ricardo NecU et Thome 
Donrisshc dc rewardo vj a. viij d. Item in vino dato eisdem v d. Item 

* These two lut onlrtoi iro cnuod hire, bul olvtcn pvnCE ut [hv aiuounl li ullumed in 
Ibe foot of tbu aciHjont. 

* CoDg«n (?) ' Enwd. 
CAMD. 80C. X 
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ill argento dato clerico Ricardi Neell viij d. Item in vino pdriB et bere 
datis Ricardo Neell, Jobanni Bluet, et Thome DouriKBho xij d. Item in 
vino dato Thome DomiBBhe et Ricardo Livennore ij d. Il«m in caleptra 
data Johanni Yampage xxd. Item dato Thome Douiyash de remardo in 
Gf Ihalda civitatis es couEenau Majoris et sociorum Guonim Kxyj a. viij d. 
'Item in iiij' de Bockehome emptis pro Domino Cancellario Anglie in 

Aag. 1,1117. festo Ad vincnla Sancti Petri anno xstj" Regis nunc svj s. Item in 
cariagio ejusdem usque Londoniam viij d. Item in una lagena vini miasa 
uno generoso Dncis Buffolchie viij d. Item in una lagena vini data 
Domino do Lacj viij d.» Item in iij logenis vini Magifitro Henrico 
Webber ij s. Item in iij lagenis vini misaie Thomo Coiirteuay chivalcr 
ij B. Item in j lagena vini data Johanni TrevilJan viij d. Item in uno 
potello vini dato Nicholao Radeforde iiij d. Item in xv logenis et j 
qnarterio et dimidio vini mifleia Baroni de Scaccario ss. iijd. sic pro 
lagena viij d. Item in x logenis rial missis Jnsticiario Domini Regis 

Aug. 1, 144B. adaasiaati tempore as sia arum in feato ad vincula Sancti Petri vs. Item in 
j qnarterio rini miaso eidem Baroni eodem tempore ij d. 

Expense forinseee. — Item in pabulis equorum Thome Cook equitantifi 
usqua Chnddelegb, Tyverton et Kyrton ad communicandam cnm Domino 
Episcopo et Coniite Devonie de materia civitatis iij s. Item in expenaia 
Ricardi Druell eqnitantia versas Tyverttin ad communicandam cam 
Huvb SS, Domino Comite Devonie pro materia civitatis xzviij die Martii ot in 
pabulis equorum snorum xxiij d. Item soluto eidem Ricardo ad eqaitan- 
dum versus Criditon ad communicandam cum Domino Epiacopo vj d. Item 
in expensia ejusdem Ricardi equitantis versua Tyvorton ad communican- 

April 10, 14*8, dnm cum Domino Comite Devonie pro materia civitatis x die Aprilis 
xij d. Item in exjwnsis Johannia Germyn, Johannis Avyle, Johonnis 
Beaufitz, et jindrce Thrynge eqiiitantium vcraus Shuts ad commnnican- 
dum cum Willelmo Bonevyll mJlite pro materia civitatis v s. vj d. Item 
in ij equia locatia per duaa vices pro Ricardo Draetl et Henrico Dobjn 
equitautibus versus Tyvertoa et in eorum expensis per idem tempua xx d. 
Item in oxpeuais Johannis HuUu, Johannia Cutler, et Ricardi Dmull 
equitantium verana Radeway ad commuuicaudum cum Domino Kpiscopo 
de materia civitatis iiij s. xd. Item in expeneia Ricanii Draell et 
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Henrici Dobyn equJtantittm versus Tyverton pro materia civitAtis et in 
pabulis equorum suorum iij b. v d. Item in duobus cqnis locatis pro 
eisdem Ricardo et Henrico cquitantibua vereiis Tyverton pro materia 
prcdicta ij a. jd. ob. Item in eipenaia Ricnrdi DracU equitantis versus 
Tf rertOD cam una littera de materia civitatis ij a. vij d. Item in uno 
equo locato pro clerico equitante versus reeordatorem pro ana littera de 
materia civitatis vd. Item in expensis Htigonis Genuyn, Jobannis 
Coteler et alionun equitantium versus Reeordatorem pro materia civitatis 
cum vino dato eidcm Recordatori eodem tempore iij s. x d. Item in 
espcnsis Jobannis Glasyer equitantis versus London pro negotiis civi- 
tatis X s. Item in locatione aniua equi equitandi usque KyrtAQ ct 
Tyverton ad communicandum cnm Domino Comite pro materia civitatis 
ij s. V d. Item soluto Ricardo Druell pro pabulis equi sai exiatentis in 
Etabulo per daos dies parati ad equitandum versus Exon. pro materia 
civitatis videlicet ad coraraunicandnm cum Dumino Cancellario xiij d. 
Item in expensis Ricardi Druell equitantis versus Tuverton cum laneeis 
et in pabulis equi sui eodcm tempore ij s. vij d. Item in expensis Ricardi 
Druell per ij dies opud Tuverton ad commanicandnm cum Domino 
Comite Devonie pro negotio civitatis ij s. It«m in expensis Ricardi 
Dmcll et Henrici Trcthyne apud Tuverton pro negotio civitatis ij s. viij d. 
Item in locationc ij equorum pro eisdem eodem tempore viij d. Item in 
caringio togarum Majoris et civium Eiconie usque Londouiam iij s. iiij d. 
Item in expensis Majoris clerici et servientum Curie apud Tuverton 
xiij d. Item in argento tradito Ricardo Druell et Henrico Dobyn equi- 
tantium usque Londoniam pro uegotio civitatis xviij s. videlicet xxv" die Juno 28, 14*8. 
Junii. Item dato eidem Ricardo de rewardo pro magna labore suo circa 
negotio civitatis ex precepto Majoris xl s.' Item in expensis Receptoria 
equitantis usque Londoniam per ij tices tempore Jobannis Hulle Majoris 
videlicet Jo termino Trinitatis lija. xd."* Item in expensis receptoris Triniij, H46. 
equitantis versus Londoniam alia vice pro negotio civitatis vj s. ij d. 
Item in expensis receptoria equitantis versus Londoniom alia vice pro 
negotio civitatis xj s. x d. Item in expensis ejusdem receploris equitoutis 
versus Londoniam alia vice videlicet termiuo Poscbe et termino Sanetu 
Trinitatis tempore Jobannis SliiUjngfordo Majoris ix s. iij d. Item in 



•t CDtriea are cniad. 




fftpnmri* i-jiwili-m BiMwptori* rvgnitantin iMqne ] 
Mof, tiil*. trliliillont [iro iu-K<>ti<t dtitatiii viddicct tmnmo Pasche et t 
' ' '' ' Mi» Ik* «. X i). Itoni in ann juitscalo dato Johum Roe 

VariijinKo, Tlioron Vnng, rt Tliomo Dowruth in aunefs 4<)kmanm Tsm- 
(mgn n|mil LoDiloniam vij k. It«in [in} ezpensia WDlelni B ot*j D «i 
■MTlufiMitti anunini t«ni[>ore trnctntiii pncis de d^bato into Ifciimiw 
ICl>i*nopiiin at Majonmi it CommunitaUm existentiom ap»d EaoMt 
iiiiu tIoo IsxtJi, Item in expcnsis Philtppi Coartensj et •cmeataB 
Minrnni lil» Bpinl Excmiam oriitontiom pro materia predict* xxsj(.jd. 
Itniti In oxpinmifl ■ervienlum Hiiomm iiij d. Item in piAdbns emptia 
tnl<i«l« nil Criiliton tempore trootatufl niaterie ibidem cum Domino £[»•- 
0<>|Ki vj il. Item III pinoibtiH miaiifl Nicboloo It&deford viij d. Item io 
|>iioibiM tiilMi* oldcm Nicholno iiij d. Item eolata Ricnrdo Necll d« 
nwanlo liji. iiiJ il, Item Mobito Nirholno Radeforde pro consQio Mm 
linbntidn clrrn m-gothini civitntia nil Si^RniiiTiem pocis [lost festom £p>- 
III, e, Utt-*, phuiiln Domini xxfj n. rilj d. Itom ilaUi lliomo DourisHlte janiori ooiUm 
loinporii X N. Itoni nnluto Nioliulnn RuderurUe pro laliore sno die amoria 
Iluiiilni) Uomil« Duvonlo ibidcui exijitentu xiij s. iiij d. It«m dato 
Wiliulmu lluof ondoNi tomporo xx i. Item dato Thomu Dooriashc eodem 
lonipuni tJ h. viy d< 




IliieiJviir'N iwoouiit, ii7— IJH Iltmry VI. Mioliiwlmiia U48 t.i Michacl- 
mns 144U. 
Jobii Cotolor, Mnjor. 
Willinm Tuko, Keceiver. 
William (Spoon, Clerk. 
Ihntrj Urok, Attorney. 
/'iJti'i H i'u'«>i'i<ii.— Item in iiiiiila|{L<navimmiiisaMajori, Thomu Cooke, 
Itiii'nritiiliiri ,iit itliiN in domo Tlioino Cooko tempore commiinicatiouis 
nmtvrlo in dt'balo intur Dominuin Episcopuni ct Maji 
tatom viljtl. Item noluto Ricnnto Lo verm ore pro mngno debate inter 
Uominiim Epiaoujiiiin et Mnjorem et communitatem, videlicet pro laboro 
Mio do ruwardo xiy k. iiij d. Item Bolnto Johanni Hoppyngo pro lubore 
>'m mnterium ut do rowardo xx d. Item in iij lagenis vini 
iiiitiMN Uumiiii) Ou Bonovyle npud Exoniom x lUc Noveuibris ij b. Item 
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in j guarte de MalmeHjn dato eidem Domino eodem tempore Uij d. Item 
date eidem Domino ile rewardo pro magno labore buo in materia inter 
Dominma Epiacopom et Majorem et commuuitatem videlicet pro espensia 
fluis Iv s. vij d. ob. Item dato eorrientibos ejuadem Domini de Bonevyle 
adtnnc de rewardo per preceptum Majoria et sociorum euormn xlvj a. viij d. 
Item in j summagio piscis dato eidem domino eudem tempore per pre- 
oepttim Majoria et sociorum suomm iij s, xd. Item dato Recordatori de 
rewardo pro labore ano [in] debate inter dorainiim Episcopum et Majorem 
et commuuitatem Esonio xl a. Item dato Willelmo Beoff de rewardo 
eodem tempore per preccptiim Majoria et Bocioruro Buorum xx b. Item 
in coners ' emptis de Thoma Power, iij pleyeis emptia de Thoma Kyng 
flygsher, in mulwel emptia, in tabdnre et titrbet emptia de Willelmo 
Fjsahe, in konger, tnrbet et breyme emptia de Bogero Fyaaber, et 
waliya emptia datia domino de Bonevyle pro magno labore auo in 
debato inter Dominum Episcopum et Majorem et commnnitatem ex 
assensu Majoria et aociomm suoram iiij die Aprilia viij a. x d. Item 
in cariagio eonindem piscium xvlij d. Item in j logcna et j pifnta 
de Malmcajn datis recordatori xviij d. Item in romenay vij d. 
Item in romenay vij d. ob. misaia eidem recordatori. Item in piscibua 
datia eidem recordatori xv die Marcii xx d. Item in iij quartea do Mal- 
meayu datia Domino Episcopo xxrij die Martii per preceptum Majoria et 
BDciomm suorum xij d. Item in iij qvarles do romenay datis eidem 
EpiBcopo codem tempore ix d. Item in iij f/iiartes vini bastard eodem 
tempore datis eidem EpiBcopo xij d. Item in j lagena vini mbci data 
eidem Episcopo adtunc TJ d. Item in pabulis equornm Domini de Bone- 
Tyll apnd Exon, apud la Belle tempore quo troctavit pro materia int«r 
Dominam Episcopum et Majorem et commuuitatem xxxvij s. iiij d. 

Eipenae forinsece.^ln primia in expensis factia apnd Cbiiddelegh per 
Jobannem Coteler, Majorem Civitatis Exonie, Johannem Kelly, Willel- 
mam Duke, et servientes Curie tempore quo communicavenmt cum 
Domino Episcopo pro materia in debato inter Dominum EpiHCopum et 
Majorem et commuuitatem, videlicet in pabulis equornm suorum iiij d. ob. 
Item in expensis factis per Jobnnnem Coteler Majorem, Jobannem Hnlle, 
Tbomam Cooke, Willelmum Crymell, et Thomam Evelton pro materia 
predicta alia vice apnd Chudlegh ij a. iiij d. Item soluto Henrico Dobyn 
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Oh, $, 1448. eqaiianti luqae Londonuun tertio die Octobiis cam oopia placiti inter 
Jobannem Notte dericum et Majorem et oommnnitatem ziijs. iiijd. 
Item foluto Johamii Shillyngford pro oopia plachi predicti habenda 

UJ !• TUJ CL 

In pede.'^Ei [allocantiir] eidem xxij s. yiij d« soluti Thome Doorissh 
exiitenii ad parliamentam Domini Begis pro ciritate Exonie. £t 
eidem zxfj t. riij d. Johanni l^ler ezistenti ad parliamentam predictom 
pro civitate predicia. Inde allocantar eidem zl s. solati Magistro Hagoni 
Pajn pro magno labore sno [in] tractata com Domino Episcopo pro 
materia in debate inter eondem Episcopam et Majorem et Commonita- 
cem dicte ciritatis. Item allocantar eidem yj 8. viij d. dati serrienti 
ejofldem Magistri Hogonis eodem tempore. 
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Avyle, John. 1 50 i ne Afild. 
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mon Pleu), 12, 137 



BailiS's, the City, 75 (lit;. 

the Bishop's, 11. 139 

Babebouse, a house called the, 83 
Barn liable, DeTon, 137 
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Beaufili, John, Receiier. 143, ISO 
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I, 104, 1 



letter from the Archbishop o 

Canterbury lo,4l,42 
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officers of, 82, 83, 
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BiBhop'iCourt, the, 20, 91. 101, 115 
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Bishop's Palace, the, 83, 87, 91,95,96, 
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Black Monks of the Order of St Benet, 

76 
Black Roll, the, 6, 17. 147 
Bluet, 7, 12 



John, ir>0, 152 



Bokynham, Sir Robert, 90 

Bolehil Street, a purpresture in, 85 

Bonds, 22, 24. 27, 71 

Boneviil, Sir William, 35, 70, 144, 150, 

52 bis, 153 
" petition to, 71 
mediator between the City and 

the Bishop, 136 
Boson, Robert, Chancellor of St. Peter% 

Exeter, 111 
Broghton, — , 53 

Nicholas, Sheriff of Devon, 145 

Brok (or Broke), Henry, attorney, 38, 62, 

64, 143, 144. 146, 148, 149, 152 
Buck-hern, (a kind of fish ?) 22, 23 
^— presented to the Lord Chancellor, 

36, 146, 148, 150 
Buckingham, Duke of, 7, 9 

his "adminis^ralli," 149 

Byconyll, William, LL.D. 133 
Byry, John, 145 



CalstoD*8 fair, 5 

Canons of Exeter, 56, 57, 66, 76,90, 103 ; 

their mansions, 89, 92, 94, 103 
Canterbury, 63, 64 
Canterbury, Archbishop of, John, Lord 

Chancellor, 1, 33, 47, 114, 135 
■ letter of the, to the Bishop of 

Exeter, 41 

•; iee Chancellor. 



Carter. Pyers, 83 

Cathedral Church, the, (of Exeter), 9, 27, 

28, 37, 83,94, 95, 96, 100, 114, 116, 

117, 119, 122, 129, 130, 137, 138, 

139 
— '• pollutions" of, 78. 131 ; account 

of an affray in it, 78 

alleged attempt by the City to 



burn, H7, 102 

; #«< St. Peter's. 



Cecil, Sir William, 8 (note) 

Cemetery, the, 9, 20, 27, 28, 37. 58, 66, 
76, 78, 84, 86, 93, 94 95, 96, 99, 101, 
106, 114, 116. 117, 119, 121, 122, 129, 
180, 139 

Chtlvedon, Andrew, 85 



Chancellor, the Lord, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13* 
14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27» 
29,30, 31, 32, 33,43,45,46,47,48, 
49, 54, 57. 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 66, 
67, 70. 82, 94, 112, 113, 124, 132, 133, 
134, 135, 146, 149, 150, 151 

petitions to, 1, 39, 69, 141 

— — ^ letter from, to the Lord Chief 
Justice, 42 

— ^— letter to, from Shillingford, 50 

; see Canterbury, Archbishop of ; 
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York, Cardinal Archbishop oL 
Chanona Strete, 100 
Chapter House, the, 12, 27, 49, 101 
Charter, a new, obtained by the Bishop, 

57, 82, 91, 145 

to be cancelled, 139 

Charters, 14, 20, 133 

copies of, 17 

the City's, 1 15, 124 

Chief Justice, the Lord, 6.7, 9,13, 18, 19, 

20, 22, 23, 24, 37, 61, 143 

; ue Fortetcu. 

Chief Justice, the Second, 38 

Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, Sir 

Ric. Newton, 50, 68 
Chief Justices, the two, 1, 11, 13, 31, 33, 

37, 40, 41, 62, 63, 66, 68, 70, 1 12, 133, 

135 
^— - petition to, 69 
Chronicles, 76 
Chudleigh, 31, 82, 133 (note) 147, 150, 153 

letter dated at, 35 

Churchyard, the, H)0, 137, 138, 139 

Churton Fitz-Payn, church of, 83 

Clerke, John, Receiver, 144 

Clist, 30 

Cloister, a place called the Praiell in the, 

86 

unlawful games in the, 101 

a Library in the, 101 

common way through the, 1 10 

CoUis, Walter, precentor, 133; Common 

Pleas, Justices of, 137; tee Chief Justice. 
Commonalty, the, 4, 6, 47 

; see Mayor and Commonalty, 

Compositions (between the Bishop and the 

City), 86, 87 
Cook, Thomas, 4, 5, 32, 39,48, 147, 150, 

152, 153 
Copleston, Sir John, 28, 34, 37, 44, 

45, 46 47, 50, 51, 59, 70, 71, 148, 

149 
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^P Eieter.M.ST, 89 


^ John. 146 


^m Earl of; <« Rielmrd. 
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Drucll. John, 55. 57 


Offlee by the Bishop's ofBcera, 13, 83. 


Archdeacon of Exelcr, 1 1 1, 133 


9S. Ul. 139 


Druell. Nicholes, 144 


Coteler, John, A, S, 30, 45. sa, 59, 143, 


Druell, Richard, 4, 5. «, 36, 39. 46,46. 


147. 151 


146, 147, 150.151 


Sljillineford's lieutenant in the 


instnictiona to, 42 « (fj. 5 1 


oflSce of Mayor. 23.39 


steward of the City of Exeter, 79 


Mayor, 79, 81, 98. 107, 108, 109, 


Drwe. Henry, 145 


I5S. 153 


Duke, W-illiam, 66, 153 


Counsel. 4,9. 12. IB. 22. 34, 36. 38, 46, 


Dyme{or DcmiO-7«. ,Urima or King'a 


47. 51, 63. 56. 62, 66, 67, 68. 82. 94, 


tenthr— 13, 79.80, 61,99, 107, 131, 


140,148, 149 


138 


letter from Shillingfurd to one of 




the Biihop'i, 14 




Court Baron, enjoyed by the Bishop, 10. 


Eastgate, the auburl« without the, 1 0, 20 


11, 91, 104. 123. 137; »P BUhop's 


Edward. Saint, and Edith hii Q ueen, 9S, 


Court- 


96,105. 106, 118 


Court Chriitiin, the Bishop's, 91. 104 


Edward, King, 13, 118 


Courtenny, Sir Philip, TO, 152 


the First, 84, 121 


petition to, 71 


theThird, 96, 108, 116. 124, 127 


Sir Thomas. 150 


Ewelton, Thomas, 153 


Courteys.tiie Friar, 32 


'■ EvyllynS "83 


Couaham.John, 143 


Exchequer, the King'a, [i5, 145 


Crediton, 145,150, 152 
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CrymeH. WiUiam, Receiver. 143. 153 
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Cottoms of Eieter. > roll of the, oiled the 
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Black Roll, e 


Eie-bridBe. 53 


Cutler. John, ISO ; ire Coteler. 


ShiUingtord's petition for aid to- 




wards the repair of. 141 




E<eler. Ciiy of. 3.S, 6. 34, 36, 44, 46,52, 


Dean, the, 46 




and Chapter. 78, 84. H irq. 


^theckweof, 64 


; j» Bishop. Dean, and Chapter. 


" Blak Freris" at, 66 


Deme;»9Dyme. 


letters dated at, 26. 26. 29 


Denya-place. 19 


Archdeacon of. his mansion and 


Devonshire, Earl of, Thomns Courtenay, 


gardens there, 87, 1 M 


51.66. 146. 147.150, 151, 152 






liffa; &c. 




Eimouth, the " matter" of, 67 ; the pott 


the Bishop, 136 


of, 92 


county of, 96, 97, 99, 107, 136 


'■ Eyris," copy of, 17 


sheriffs of, 115. 117, 122, 124. 




I4S, 148 




Dohyn, Henry or Harry, 5. 35, 36, ISO, 


FaEot, John. S 


151, 153 


Fairs. 93 


Domesday Book (" Domus Dey," " Do- 


Fee-farm of the City. 79. 89. 92, 93, 85 


Diysdey") 10. 17. 28. 95, 106. 1 14, 1 16, 


96,106.115.116,119.120.121. 123, H 
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Dowriah, (Dowrishe. Dourysih. ((c.).Tho- 


" Fellowship," the. S. 1 1. 47, 48. 51 H 


mu. 3. 6. 7, 12. 19.20.22.46.60,61. 


Filhim, Master William, Canon otEieter, ^M 


62.63.64. i4S. 149. ISO, 152, 154 
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riiih, • prcMnt ot.tatheLordClunMllcir, 

9, 146 
Plihmarlict, Ihp, 84 
in*h Stmt, 84, R9, 99 
Plnhfold Gitc, ■ lane near the, 23 
Pordc, John, clerk, 143, 144 
■'OTMl, — . 53 
Foncuf, Richard, US 
PottcKu. Sir John, ChlrfJuitlce, 18,62, 

Ok, ISG. US; lit Chief Juxice. 
Foi, WUIUm, 143 
Pnchnldm, 100, 109 
Frenn Lane, 87, 89, 1 13 
rtUn, or ExMir, 103, lis 
Pirle, Juhn.Ooldimith.ftS 
Tynht, WllUim, IS3 
Fjruher, Roger, 1S3 

QiniM, UD lawful, 101 

Oayleway, John. 145 

acrmyn, Hugh, Hsyor, 143, ISO 

Qcrmrn, John, S, 12, IG, IT, 19, 23, 39, 

SS, I4B, 147, ISO 

Oerffi, Waltvr, formecly Mayor of Exeter, 

141 
Oiflard, atophen, 145 
Qlailer, the, 53 
Glaaycr, John, 7a, 147, 151 
Ooir, John, Krvant of Sir John Forteicu, 



Guildhall, Ewler, S9, 77, 78, 79, 97, 98, 

107, 144. Ua, 146, 147, ISO 
Qyirnid, William, 64 

" Hahll," mpn of, 10,11.66 

Hanipton, Wltllam, S, 17, S3. C4. 147 

Huoid'a Ken, (or Bt. Nicholu'i Fee), 10 

Harry, John, 147 

Heljftr, llarty, 94 

Hvndlaton, WllliatQ, 34 (aame ai Heng- 

atoii). 
He(ig«ton(oT Hcngett on), William, 13, 13, 

14. IS, 19. 25. -iS, 28, 46. 58. 59. 67 
Henry I., King, and Maude hli wife, B6, 

119, 123 
Henry 111., King, 96, MB, 120, 123, 123, 



Heyt, Tho--, rtcdwf o* tke KM^t 

writa in co. Deron, 145 
High Street, ExMer, al&ay in. 78 

puiprcMuie^ in, BS, IM 

Hody, Alexander, 3, IS, 14, 46. 145, 149 

Hoppynge, John, 152 

Howdon, Jobo, 94 

HuUe, John, of Eieta, oierdiant. 3B, 39, 

45, 150, 153 

Mayor, 130, 144, 151 

HuMet,John, S3, 140, 149 
Huihill, , S3 

IrWi *' ikeaei,' 78 

Jenkyn, Tfaomai, 149 
John, Sir John, 7B, 83 
Juiticei, the, 11, 62, 64; (w Chief Joa- 

at Exeter, 44,45. 53, 149. 150 

; tee Newton. Sir Richard ; Ayaahe- 

ton, Nicholas. 
Justice! in Eyre at Exeter, 120. 124, 126, 

127 

Kelly, John, 153 

Kelyer. Sir Edward, Canon of Exeter, 89 
" Kent ii Warde," 12, 19 
Keyi, Roger. Canon, 1 13 i *" Kyi- 
King, the, (Henry VI.) 7. 27.31.32,38, 
■- 43, 61, 53, 57, 58, 60, 62, 63, 65, 
69, 70, 72, 76, 84, 95 (note), 109, 

• suit of the Bbhop to, 3 
- petition of the City to, 133 

King'i silver, 138 

Kyng,Tham»,flshlTr[man], 153 

Kyrton, (a place,) 51, 150, 151 

Kyrton, ,17 

Ky>. Matter (or Sir) Roger, Canon, 12, IS, 
19, 34, 45; lee Keys. 

Lacy, Edmund, Biihop of Exeter, 136 

hii register, 133 (note). 

Dominui de, 150 

Umbetb, 6, 7, 9, 12, IB, 37, 43, 62, 66, 



Leofrlk, firal Bishop of Exeter, 95, 105, 
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Letters pilenti to the City, 129. 131 


Nayller, William, 149 


Lieuten.nl (the Msyor'a T) 4 j xcr Cottier, 


Neell,Ricbird, 149,150, 152 


John. 


New Inn, the, S5 (note). 


Uvermoie (or Leiermore), Richard. ISO, 


Newton. Sir Richard. Chief Jiulice of the 




Common Pleas, 50, 68, 70, 135, 137 


London, 3, 5. 13. 18,23, 25,37,32, SI, 


NigbtwallierB, 90, 103,104, 113 


55, S6. 6l, 6&,6 6, 67. H3 il $fg. 


Night-watch, the. 138 


— liberties and fmnchiBes of the 


Noble. William, 4 


City of, 123, 127 


Nolle, John.'clert, 39, 63, 154 


[Lord] Mayor of. 1 1 




the ■' Cloyster at Paulyi," 36 


Orcharde, , 19 


the house of" Crichurch" at, 96, 


Osbert, aecond Biahop of Eieter, 117, 


119 


118 


letters dated it, 4, B, 17, IS, 22, 




35,38 


Puiton, (or Pauton,) John, ■ minister of 


London Bridge, Ml 


St. ppter'a, Exeter, 78, 90, 97. 131 


Lordi,the, 21, 22. 60, (qy. the Lord 


Parliament, 66 


Chancellor and Chief Ju»tice.?) 


Payo. MaiterHugh, 154 


Luceays. (or Lucai), Hugh, i tenant of 


Pencrygge. Mayor of. 53 
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75 
Pleasotthe Crown. 91 


Mace.the. 53,7S 


Magna Charta. 134 


Pleas " de vetito namio," &c. 120, 128 


Malmiey wine, 144. 147, 148, 153 


Pope, Walter, 5. 39 


Martyn, Sir Richsrd. 90 


Power. Thomas, 153 


May. Robert, and hia wife. 53 


Prewe. Richard, 53 


Mayer. Thomaa, 53 


Pri»j Seal, letters under the. 2, 63 
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petitioDiofthe, 1,69,71, 133 


Radwey, (or Radeway,} 53, 150 


their final agreement with the 


Rawly. Roger, 3 
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Morton, Sir John, Canon of Eieter, 92 


Richard, King of Almayn, 96, lis, 116 
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Earl of Cornwall, 120 


Uunge, 138 
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letter of, 61 

Stafford, Biibop, 19 

Stalls, 8S, 100, 109 

Star Chamber, the, 6 

StewBid. the, [of the Lord ChuceltorJ 7 

Stewdi of the City of Eieler, 78, M 

Stokewode, 3b 

Siotl^h Pomeny, church of, 83 

Sloklond, 23 

SIrike Street, 89 

Suffolk. Marquis of, 9 

Duke of. his •■ adiniaittnlll." 149 

» sentlenutn of the, ISO 

Surveyor, the, 44 
the fiiibop'*, 46 

Temple, [the]. 7, B3 

Thryng, Edward, 145 

Tlirynge. Andrew. 150 

Tiverton, 59, 93, 145, 146, 147. 150, IS] 

TohcT, Richard, of Eiet«r. ibermao. 39 

Tolls, at fain, 93 



Toylerd, (or Tylard.) John, 83, 84; wr 

Tyler 
Treaaurer, tlic I«rd, T 
Treaiuier, the Under, T 
Treeiurer of the King's Uouuhold. the, 6 
Trethyne, Henry. 143, 146, 151 
Treviiian, John, 150 

Trevyliar. , 5 

Tuke, William, Receiver, 152 
Tyler, John, 154 -,«« Toylerd. 



Vampage, John, 14<f, 150, 151 
" VcBpsiianut." la. 76. 95, 105 
View of frankpledge, 77 

the Biihop's claim to, 10, 1 1, 80, 

99, 104, lib, 123, 137 
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87, 89, 00, 103 
postemgatet in. 87,88, 103,103, 
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Walssheman, Sir Lewis, 78, 90 

'^'afyn, Master John, Canon of Exeter, 

89 
\Vebber, H., priest, letter of, (on behalf of 

the Bishop,) 33 
Master Harry, 59, 79, 80, 81, 82, 
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West-gate, the bearing of the mace with- 
out, 53 
Westminster, and the Courts there, 6, 11, 

16, IH, 19, 22, 34, 58, 62, 64, 65, 67, 

96, 128 
Wey, William. 83 
Whiterow, Richard, 94 
William the Conqueror, King, 106, 115, 

118, 119, 120. 122 
Winchester, Cardinal of, 142 
Windsor, 65 
Wine, customs on, not paid by the Bishop 

and Canons, 92; the Bishop denies 

this, 105 



Wode, , 12, 14, 19. 46, 62 

John, attorney and proctor for the 

Bishop, 133 

Richard, 78 ; see Attewode. 

Wolston. , 12, 



■ Sir John, chaplain, 59, 64, 66, 67, 

68, 133 itee Wulston. 
Wouston, ^— , a tenant of the Bishop's, 

53 
Wulston, Sir John, 44 ; see Wolston. 
Wynard's Place, 85 
Wynslo, William, 78 



-, counsel for the City. 22 



Yong, 

Yonge, Thomas, 149, 152 
York, Cardinal Archbishop of, John, Lord 
Chancellor, 141 



WE8TMIN8TEB : 
ritlNTKI) BY J. U. KICllOLB AND BOHB, 
*jrt, TAULIAMENT HTUKET. 



/ 



V; 



